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The use of content and language integrated learning  
approach for non-linguistic specialties 

The article deals with the use of content and language integrated learning in with students of the economic 
faculty. Content and language integrated learning (CLIL) is an increasingly popular pedagogical approach 
that evolved in response to the recognized need for multilingual competence in Europe. However, despite its 
extensive reputation, CLIL has not yet reached a fully developed educational model. In this article, the au-
thors analyzed the key results of one of the first large-scale multi-dimensional evaluation projects of CLIL. 
The authors briefly presented the CLIL method and its use, highlighted some necessary competences in the 
modern globalized world. The article outlines the conditions for hard CLIL and soft CLIL. Also, the article 
specifies the specifics of CLIL, possible advantages and disadvantages. Competence and educational re-
quirements for teachers are also mentioned. The article contains a sample lesson. In conclusion, the authors 
emphasize effective learning outcomes using the CLIL method. 

Keywords: CLIL, application, soft CLIL, hard CLIL, advantages, disadvantages, English language, teaching, 
pedagogical process, development. 

 

CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) ‘is a term created in 1994 by David Marsh and Anne 
Maljers as a methodology similar to [but distinct from] language immersion and content-based instruction. 
It's an approach for learning content through an additional language (foreign or second), thus teaching both 
the subject and the language. The idea of its proponents was to create an «umbrella term» which 
encompasses different forms of using language as a medium of instruction. CLIL is a new didactic approach 
to teaching subjects integrating two features – linguistic and factual. There are two kinds of CLIL: the so-
called hard CLIL and soft CLIL methods. Hard CLIL means that the subject or subject curriculum is taught 
in a foreign language. However, the main lesson objective is the content objective, not the language, while in 
the so-called soft CLIL form, the content of the subject is subordinate to the language goal. A higher 
emphasis is put on learning the language. Briefly said, the CLIL method employs the language to pass on the 
knowledge from a different (usually non-linguistic) subject. 

The CLIL method was used for the first time at the Jyväskylä Finnish University and also in the 
Netherlands in the late 90s of the last century. The countries mentioned above emphasize project-based 
learning when students (from their home countries and from abroad) work in various groups for one 
semester. As a consequence of the co-operation they are given the opportunity to work with people of 
different backgrounds and with different native languages. This fact enables them to get used to a wide range 
of accents.   The CLIL method is said to correspond with the process of being acquainted with the so-called 
lingua franca and uses it as a communication tool among nations in order to enable everyone to understand 
each other without having to learn many languages [1; 12].    

As it can be seen in the Figure 1 below, CLIL is supposed to develop some necessary competences in 
the current globalized world, such as а multicultural approach is to become more and more common in the 
current world and to live within one country with speakers of other languages with a different cultural 
background may be soon considered as a matter of fact. This approach develops communication across 
cultures [2; 156]. 

Students are offered real-life situations where they are to use English as a communication means and 
this makes them raise their awareness as to how the language itself is used, as well as cross-cultural 
awareness. The learners develop their immediate speaking skills with an emphasis on fluency.  

A diversity of methods and materials prepares students to deal with people from different cultural, 
language, and social backgrounds and to perceive the differences as a part of other culture that enriches 
them. It enhances teamwork and helps individuals to find their roles in a team. The use of various kinds of 
materials helps to develop learners’ flexibility.  
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T a b l e  

The lesson plan 

The lesson plan 
 
The first task for students is to brainstorm what areas the expression recruitment can cover. The stu-

dents are given the visual prompt below and they are asked to discuss the questions in pairs. 

 
 
 

Think of the qualities a good secretary should have. Why?  
Read the article and discuss in pairs what title would be suitable for each paragraph.  
 
Good employees are hard to find. You place an advertisement and then wait for the applications to 

come flooding in. In a day or two, you’re pleased to see the stack of applications waiting for you? How 
many are there: 100, 200? or more? Well done! What a response!  

When you begin to look through the applications, you may feel disappointed. You think: Why did 
this guy apply? He doesn’t have the experience you asked for. What? She’s never even done this kind of 
job? Is this candidate joking? He probably chose the wrong advertisement. 

To find and hire the best candidate is not an easy job. Most of the applicants won’t have the required 
qualifications and then it is the matter of selecting the best of these. So what qualities are important when 
interviewing? The following qualities are most likely to appear on a list for consideration: hardworking, 
someone with positive attitude, experienced, initiative, team player, someone responsible and someone 
who is stable  (Pettinger, 2011).  

  
3. Answer the following questions.  
Why is it difficult to find good employees?  
What are the most common problems with applications? 
What is the reason for making compromises when selecting new employees?  
Do you agree with the listed qualities in the last paragraph? Would you add any?  
  
4.Imagine:  a) you are an interviewer and your schoolmate is an interviewee. Talk about: 
 
Experience  
Duties 
Expectations 
Possible questions   
 
b) In pairs draft a structure of a European CV.   
 
5. In small groups, find out the recruitment procedure in neighbouring countries and present the dif-

ferences and similarities 

Secretary wanted 

 
The use of Content and Language Integrated Learning is considered a new pattern in language and sub-

ject teaching as for integrating both parts (linguistic and factual) into teaching. Next, it responds to the needs 
of globalization and uses lingua franca as a means of communication within multinational communities. The 
practical employment of this teaching approach is expected, although it is quite demanding for the participat-
ing learners and teachers. CLIL emphasizes effective learning outcomes, cognitive knowledge, critical think-
ing, and real life use of a language in the subject’s background. Learners acquire the basic structures for 
communication in a foreign language which is being developed.    
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А.Г. Улжабаева, Т.Е. Ералинова, М. Тажиев 

Пəн жəне тілді кіріктіре оқыту тəсілін тілдік емес мамандықтарда қолдану 

Мақалада экономика факультеті студенттерінің сабақтарында пəн жəне тілді кіріктіре оқыту тəсілін 
(CLIL) қолдану қарастырылды. Пəн жəне тілді кіріктіре оқыту тəсілі — Еуропадағы көп тілді 
біліктілікке деген қажеттілігіне жауап ретінде дамып келе жатқан танымал педагогикалық тəсіл. 
Алайда, оның кең беделіне қарамастан, CLIL əлі толық дамыған білім беру моделіне жете алмады. 
Авторлар CLIL-дің алғашқы ауқымды көпөлшемді бағалау жобаларының бірінің негізгі нəтижелерін 
талдады, CLIL əдісі туралы қысқаша ақпарат жəне оны қолдануды ұсынды. Қазіргі замандағы 
жаһандану жағдайында қажетті құзыреттілікті атап өтті. Мақалада hard CLIL жəне soft CLIL 
шарттары қарастырылды. Сонымен қатар CLIL ерекшеліктері, артықшылықтары мен кемшіліктері 
анықталған. Мұғалімдерге арналған құзыреттілік жəне білім беру талаптары да көрсетілді. Сабақ 
жоспары үлгі ретінде берілген. Қорытындылай келе, мақала авторлары CLIL əдісін қолдана отырып, 
оқытудың тиімді нəтижелеріне қолжеткізуге болады деген қорытынды жасады. 

Кілт сөздер: CLIL, soft CLIL, hard CLIL, қолдану, артықшылықтар, кемшіліктер, ағылшын тілі, оқыту, 
педагогикалық процесс, даму. 

 

А.Г. Улжабаева, Т.Е. Ералинова, М. Тажиев 

Использование предметно-языкового интегрированного  
обучения на неязыковых специальностях 

В статье рассмотрено использование предметно-языкового интегрированного обучения на занятиях у 
студентов экономического факультета. Интегрированное обучение по содержанию и языку (CLIL) 
представляет собой все более популярный педагогический подход, который развился в ответ на при-
знанную потребность в многоязычной компетенции в Европе. Однако, несмотря на свою обширную 
репутацию, CLIL еще не достиг полностью развитой образовательной модели. Авторами проанализи-
рованы ключевые результаты одного из первых крупномасштабных многомерных проектов оценки 
CLIL; кратко представлен метод CLIL и сфера его использования; выделены некоторые необходимые 
компетенции в современном глобализированном мире. Кроме того, изложены условия hard CLIL и 
soft CLIL, указаны специфика CLIL, возможные преимущества и недостатки. Также упомянуты ком-
петентность и образовательные требования к учителям. Статья содержит образец урока. В заключение 
представлены эффективные результаты обучения с использованием метода CLIL. 

Ключевые слова: CLIL, применение, soft CLIL, hard CLIL, преимущества, недостатки, английский 
язык, преподавание, педагогический процесс, развитие. 
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