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A comparative study on psychrophilic
and mesophilic biooxidation of ferrous iron by pure cultures
of Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans and Acidithiobacillus ferrivorans

Biological oxidation of ferrous sulfate by Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans and Acidithiobacillus ferrivoransis
an important process in the bioleaching of minerals and the treatment of acid mine drainage. The rate at
which biooxidation reactions take place is directly related to the microorganisms’growth. temperature. De-
creasing the temperature of reaction causes both a decrease on the chemical reactions rates and a decrease on
bacterial growth. In this study, the effects of pH and temperatures on oxidation of ferrous sulfate by a native
At. ferrooxidans and At. ferrivorans strains were investigated. The biooxidation tests conducted in shake
flasks at 28 °C and 8 °C and at initial pH 1.6 for 5 days. During the experiment, the mesophilic iron oxidizers
were capable of growing on ferrous iron at concentrations of 4.5 g/L at low and optimum temperature. How-
ever, the rate of mesophilic biooxidation of ferrous iron was higher than that observed in the psychrophilic
biooxidation. In conclusion, during the experiment the Az. ferrivorans strain 535 showed high activity in oxi-
dizing at low temperature than other strains. It means even at very low temperatures, microorganisms play an
important role in the oxidation and leaching of sulphide ores.

Keywords: bioleaching, Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans, Acidithiobacillus ferrivorans, biooxidation, ferrous
iron, psychrophilicbiooxidation, mesophilicbiooxidation, low temperature, iron oxidation, sulphideores.

Introduction

Bioleaching is extraction of valuable metals from their ores using microorganisms. It as environmental-
ly friendly technology offers an alternative to. traditional pyrometallurgical methods [1]. There are two
mechanisms for bioleaching of sulphideminerals: the direct and the indirect. In the direct mechanism, micro-
organisms situated at the mineral surface and dissolve metal ions. In the indirect mechanism, metal sulfides
are chemically attacked by ferriciiron, which is oxidized to sulfuric acid [2, 3]. Biooxidation of ferrous iron
wereproven to be anessential step i bioleaching [4, 5]. Due to their importance in the bioleaching of sulfide
minerals, the oxidative activity of chemolithotrophic microorganisms such as archaea and bacteria in a
mesophilic and cold environments as well as moderately high and extremely high temperatures has been
widely studied. Microorganisms have been frequently isolated from sulphide minerals in dumps, heaps and
from flotation tailings are Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans, Acidithiobacillus thiooxidans, Acidithiobacillus
ferrivorans, etc<[6-9]. Flotation tailings are one of the largest mining wastes from sulphide minerals concen-
trated by pyrometallurgical process generated during the flotation process. In Kazakhstan over 22 billion tons
of waste, of which more than 16 billion tons of mining and processing waste, about 6 billion tons of hazard-
ous 'waste has been accumulated [10—14]. Thus, in order to reduce the health risk arising from the heavy
metals such as-arsenic, lead, and chromium it is necessary to develop strategies that could reduce toxicity. In
this -aspect, biogeotechnology, which is based on the natural ability of chemolithotrophic bacteria (At
ferrivorans, At.ferrooxidans, At.thiooxidans, etc.) is of great help to utilize either ex-situ or in-situ bioreme-
diation of heavy metal polluted sites.The kinetics of mesophilic biooxidation of ferrous iron has been studied
in our previous work [9].

To date, many studies on the biooxidation of ferrous iron using At. ferrooxidans are reported [13—15].
However, few experiments on biooxidation of iron by At. ferrivorans was conducted and several documents
about biooxidation of ferrous iron byAt. ferrooxidans at low temperatures were reported [4, 16—18]. The aim
of this work is to assess the At. ferrivorans strains biooxidation of ferrous iron and to compare the rate of this
reaction with A¢. ferrooxidansstrains biooxidation of ferrous iron at different temperatures.

128 BecTHuk KaparaHguHckoro yHusepcureTa



A comparative study on psychrophilic and mesophilic biooxidation...

Materials and Methods

Microorganism and medium

The mesophilic iron oxidizers used in this study were 535 strain of At. ferrivoransand strains FT-2,
FT-3 and 377 of At. ferrooxidanswhich was been previously isolated from gold deposits by our laboratory.
The microorganisms were grown on a modified medium 9K-Fe containing (in grams per liter): KH,PO,
(3.0), MgS0O,-7H,0 (0.5), (NH4),SO, (3.0), KC1 (0.1), Ca(NOs), (0.01). The medium also supplemented with
filter-sterilized FeSO,-7H,0 (22.1). The cultures of At. ferrivorans and At. ferrooxidans were incubated in
750 mL Erlenmeyer flasks each containing 200 mL of the medium and 10 % (v/v) inoculumon a shaker-
incubator at 200 rpm at a temperature of 28 °C. The initial pH of the cultures was adjusted to 1.6 at' room
temperature using 10N H,SO,.

Biooxidation experiments at low temperature

In order to study on ferrous iron biooxidationof different strains at low and optimal temperatures the
experiments were realized in 250 mL sterile shake flasks containing 90 mL of the modified medium 9K-Fe
(concentrations of ferrous iron was 4.5 kg:m™) and 10 % (v/v) inoculum. The flasks were incubated on a ro-
tary shaker at 160 rpm and temperatures of 8 °C and 28 °C. Samples were taken every day and analyzed for
ferrous, total iron concentrations and pH. All the experiments were carried out under sterile conditions.

Analytical analysis

The pH of the test solutions was determined using a professional multichannel pH meter Mettler Toledo
SevenMulti-A. The concentration of total iron and Fe®" ions in the liquid phase was determined
spectrophotometrically using a spectrometer (BioMate 3S UV-Visible, Thermo Scientific, USA)

Results and Discussion

Results of mesophilic biooxidation of ferrous iron at initial. concentration of 4.5 g/L are presented in
Figure 1. The biooxidation rate of ferrous iron (Fe’") to ferric iron (Fe’") was remarkably increasing in the
flasks with microorganisms for 3 days, meantime in un-<inoculated flask oxidation of Fe*" was not happen:
due to slow chemical oxidation. Despite added ferroussiron concentration was 4.5 g/L, at the end of the ex-
periment the oxidized ferrous iron concentration was 4.8 g/L. The reason for increasing of the total iron is
the added inoculum culture with 9 g/L of iron. The strains 377 and 535 showed the highest activity. Varia-
tions of pH over time during the biooxidation process with different bacterial strains at 28 °C are shown in
Figure 2. The pH of the flasks inoculated with Az. ferrooxidans FT-2 decreased significantly within the first
3 days of the experiment from pH 1.64 to 1.58. The pH propagation of 535 and FT-3cultures was quite simi-
lar. In the flasks with 377, pH was increased from 1.6 to 1.63. Meanwhile the pH did not drop greatly in the
control flasks, which were conducted without bacterial inoculation.
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Figure 1. Mesophilic biooxidation of ferrous iron at 28 °C
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Figure 2. Variation of pH over time during biooxidation process of the ferrous iron'at 28 °C

In Figure 3 the observed oxidation of Fe*" to Fe’" clearly demonstrates the presence-in four type of
strains growing at 8 °C and able to oxidize Fe*" iron at initially pH 1.6. In'the flasks with microorganisms,
the ferrous iron initially added was rapidly oxidized to Fe’" after only 5 days. The 4. ferrooxidans FT-2
strain showed the highest activity which was demonstrated by an increase of Ee’"in solution. A small amount
of Fe** (approximately 1.0 mg/L) was maintained in the media with the strain of 4. ferrooxidans FT-3 till the
end of the experiment. In the sterile flasks, some chemical oxidation was also obtained after 5 days. Figure 4
illustrates the results of the biooxidation of ferrous iron at initial pH 1.6. The trend of pH variations during
biooxidation of Fe*" to Fe’" showed that the pH of the flasks with microorganismswas not decreased within
the first 5 days of the experiment.
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Figure 3. Psychrophilic biooxidation of ferrous iron at 8 °C

According to this study, these isolated strains of At. ferrooxidans and At. ferrivorans would be psychro
tolerant despite the fact that optimum growth temperature is 20—40 °C, they also can grow at 8 °C. However,
they cannot be-considered psychrophilic, as they showed high growth at 28 °C. Temperature is a significant
factor in leaching processes, especially in oxidation processes. Lowering the temperature leads to a signifi-
cant reduction in the rate of oxidation. The rate of chemical oxidation of sulfide minerals with oxygen at en-
vironing temperature is very slow. And a significant oxidation might be observed only in the presence of
iron-sulfur oxidizing bacteria. Abandoned mines exposed to atmospheric influences at ambient temperature
leads to the formation of acid drainage, which cause environmental pollution. However, the results of this
study show that even at a very low temperature (8 °C), bacterial growth occurs and biological catalysis in-
creases the rate of oxidation.
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Figure 4. Variation of pH over time during biooxidation process of the ferrous iron at 8 °C

These results of the study are important not only from an environmental point of view but also the pos-
sible development biological leaching of low-grade oredeposits located in low-temperature areas.

Conclusion

Results of the present study show that the mesophilic microorganisms At. ferrivorans and At. ferro-
oxidans are able to grow on ferrous iron at concentrations below 5 g/L and at pH 1.6. As experimental pa-
rameters, initial pH 1.6, temperature (8 and 28 °C), and ferrous iron concentration 4.5 g/L. were used, and
their effects on ferrous iron oxidation behaviors were studied. In terms of the ferrous iron oxidation behavior
according to the reaction temperature, the highest oxidation rate was observed at 28 °C, and a lower ferrous
iron oxidation efficiency was observed at 8 ?C. After 3 days of incubation at 28 °C, A4t. ferrooxidans strain
377 was found to be the most effective bacteria compared to other strains for oxidation of ferrous iron;
meanwhile, at 8 °C, At. ferrivorans strain 535 showed the higher efficiency on biooxidation of ferrous iron
when compared with At. ferrooxidans.

From the results of the study, it was noted that the selection of bacterial strains to be used for the
biooxidation process should depend on temperature of environment. There remains a need for
furtherresearch to verify various reactions engaged inpsychrophilic bioleaching of sulphide minerals and to
explain the mechanism which dominates this process.

This work was supported by the Science Committee of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan in the framework of program funding for research (AP05136008).
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Ta3za makbliIapaarbl €Ki BAJTeHTTI TeMipAiH
ncuxXpouibi koHe Me30puiIb/1i OMOTOTHIKTHIPYbIH CAJIBICTHIPMAJIBI 3€PTTEY

Acidithiobacillus' ferrooxidans wone Acidithiobacillus ferrivorans MUKpoar3alapbIHIArsl TEMIp CYJIb(ATHIH
OUOJIOTHABIK | TOTHIKTBIPY MHHEPAIAAP/ABIH OHOJIOTHSIIBIK CLITIIEHYIHE JKOHE IIaxTa JpPEeHa)JapbIHbIH
KBILIKBUIBIH ©HJCY1e MaHbI3/Ibl POIeCC OOMBIN TaObLIaAbl. BHONOTHANBIK TOTHIFY PEaKLHsIAPBIHBIH KYPY
KBUIIAMIBIFBL COJT OPTaJarbl MUKPOOPIaHM3MICP/IH ecy TeMmreparypachlHa Tikened OaillaHbICTBI OOJIBIN
keneni. Peakiys TeMnepaTypachlHbIH TOMEHJICYl XUMUSJIBIK PEaKLUsAIap KbULNAMIBIFBIHBIH TOMEH/CYIHE,
COHEBIMEH Koca OakTepusiutapblH Keberoine ne acep ereni. JKymsicta At. ferrooxidans xone At. Ferrivorans
TeMip Cyib(paThlH TOTHIKTHIPYEIHAA pH 1eH TeMneparypaHbIH ocepiepi 3epTTen/i. BHONTOrHsIbIK TOTEIKTEIPY
aKkcrepuMenTi Oactanksl pH 1,6 nerrefiinme xoHe Temmeparypacsl 28 °C meH 8 °C GoyaTeiH, 5 ToyIik
imiHge Mmaiikayra apHajdFaH apHAdbl OIBIHBI CAayBITTaphIHAA KYprizinmi. Hotmkecinge, Me30hmibai TeMip
TOTBIKTBIPFBIIITAPB! €Ki BaJCHTTI TeMipaiH 4,5 I/ KOHLEHTPAIMAChIHIa TOMEH TeMIepaTypa jKaraaiblHaa
ece anajbl. Anaiia, TeMipIiH Me30(pHIIb/i OHOTOTHIFY JKBUIAAM/IBIFBI ICUXPO(HIBAI OHOTOTHIFYFa KaparaHia
xorapbl Oonubl. KOpbIThIHABUIAN Keile, KCHEPUMEHT Ke3iHIe TOMEH TeMIepaTypana TOTBIKThIpyna At.
ferrivorans 535 mrampl 6acka HTamIapra KaparaHzaa jKOFapbl OelceHAimik kepcerTi. By merenimis, ete
TOMEH TeMIepaTypa >KarmailapblHIaga MHKpoar3amap CynbGUATI KEHJICpAl TOTHIKTEIPY JKOHE
CUITUTEHTIpY/Ie MaHBI3JIBI POJT ATKAPAIbL.

Kinm  ce30ep: Ounonormsnelk cinriney, Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans, Acidithiobacillus ferrivorans,
OMOTOTHIFY, €Ki BaJEHTTI TeMip, ICUXpOo(MIbAlI OHOTOTHIFY, Me30(HIbAI OHOTOTHIFY, TOMEH TEMIIepaTypa,
TeMip/iH TOTHIFYbI, CYIbQUATI KEHAEP.
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CpaBHUTe/IbHOE HCC/IeI0BaHNe NICUXPOPUIBLHOTO U Me30(PHJIBLHOT0
0MOOKHCJICeHHUS IBYXBAJIEHTHOI0 KeJjie3a YNCTHIMM KYJIbTYPpaMu

Buonoruyeckoe oxucieHue cyibdara skene3a Mukpoopranusmamu Acidithiobacillus  ferrooxidans wn
Acidithiobacillus ferrivorans sBnsieTCsl BaXXHbIM IPOLECCOM OHOIIOTMYECKOTO BBIIEIAYHBAHUS MUHEPAJIOB
00pabOTKH KHUCIOTHBIX LIAXTHBHIX ApeHaxeil. CKOpOCTh peakiuu OMOOKHCICHUS HANPSMYIO CBsI3aHA C TEM-
HepaTypoil pocta MUKPOOPTaHU3MOB, KOTOpBIE HaxoAATcs TaM. CHIDKEHHE TEMIEPaTyphl PEaKIUH MPUBOIUT
KaK K CHIDKCHHUIO CKOPOCTH XMMUYECKHX PEeaKIUi, Tak M pocTta Oakrepuil. B craThe mpoBexeHo nccienoa-
Hue BIusHUS pH ¥ TemrepaTypsl Ha OKHCIICHHE Cynbdara xKeje3a IPUPOIHBIMU mTaMMaMu Acidithiobacillus
ferrooxidans n Acidithiobacillus ferrivorans. DxciepuMeHTHl Ha OMOOKHCIIEHHE IPOBOJMINCE B Koj0ax Ha
kavanke npu Temneparypax 28 °C u 8 °C u npu HauaneHoM pH 1,6 B Teuenue 5 aueil. B pesynbrare mes3o-
(GuIbHBIC OKUCIMTENH JKele3a ObUIM CIOCOOHBI PacTH Ha IBYXBAJCHTHOM JKelie3e NMPH KOHLEHTPAIMAX
4,5 v/n npu HU3KO# Temneparype. OHAKO CKOPOCTh Me30(HUIIBHOTO OMOOKHCIICHHUS! IByXBaICHTHOTO JKeJe3a
ObL1a BbILIE, YeM NPH NCUXpOdHIbHOM GHoOKHCIeHHH. Takum 00pa3oM, BO BpeMsl SKCIIEPUMEHTA MITAMMBI
Acidithiobacillus ferrivorans 535 noka3aiau BBICOKYIO aKTHBHOCTh B OKHCJICHHH NPH HHU3KO# TeMmeparype,
4yeM Apyrue. JTo 03Ha4aeT, YTo Jaxke MPU OYeHb HU3KUX TeMIepaTypax MHKPOOPTaHW3MBL HIPAIOT BAKHYIO
POJIb B OKHCIICHUH U BBIIEIAYNBAHIHN CYIb(QUIHBIX PYII.

Kniouesvie cnosa: OwoBbluenaunBanue, Acidithiobacillus ferrooxidans, Acidithiobacillus ~ferrivorans,
OMOOKHUCIICHHE, JBYXBAJCHTHOE MeEJe30, MCUXPOPHIbHOC OMOOKUCICHHE; ME30(HIbHOE ONOOKUCICHHUE,
HH3Kasi TeMIlepaTypa, OKHCICHHE JKeTle3a, CYIb(GHUIHbIC PYAbL.
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