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Methodical support of Early English language teaching:
practice of education in Kazakhstan

Primary English language teaching is a widely discussed phenomenon. With the ideas of multiculturalism and
multilingualism its importance increases in the Kazakhstan context nowadays. Despite many positive sides to
standardizing early English language teaching in Kazakhstan many problems still remain to be tackled. The
aim of the article is to give an account of the importance, evaluation and the development perspective of early
English language teaching in Kazakhstan. The article investigates the current state of early language teaching
and introduces possible changes to improve the quality.of primary English language teaching in Kazakhstan.
The necessity of using communicative tasks in teaching English to primary school children is substantiated in
the article. Complex of exercises for different stages of learning are described. Factors affecting communica-
tive competence development are analyzed.

Keywords: Early foreign language teaching, young learners, primary education, English language teaching,
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The teaching of English is a growing focus of many nation states as English is considered to be a key
competence in the information society. Consequently, many nation states focus on teaching English to chil-
dren at the early stages of schooling, a strategy that may create both competent citizens and competitive na-
tion states. This calls for new learning designs and new learning materials for primary school levels [1].

In order to implement the indicated reforms, the following steps should be taken in the system of educa-
tion, in particular, step 79 provides for the gradual transition to the English language of teaching in the edu-
cation system —in the senior school classes and the higher school [2].

In these conditions; the problem of teaching foreign languages (here in after - FL) in the primary school
is especially topical; its strategy should be built in accordance with the new priorities of the school in the 21*
century, the school as a source of development of abilities and creative activity of learners capable of inde-
pendent solving of emerging problems in the form of communication [3]. The educational subject «Foreign
language» has great potentialities of the impact on the learner’s personality, since all the spheres of human
communication are affected and all the spheres of life are covered [4]. Moreover, the study of this subject
should be carried out in accordance with the new State obligatory standard of the primary education, typical
curricula and typical English language educational programs. The task is complicated by the fact that the
State program for the development of education and science of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2015-2019
provides for a phased transition to the trilingual education [5].

The study of the scientific literature and the background of the issue show that the methodological sci-
ence has not undertaken a study yet, in which an integral concept and methods of the early teaching of FL
were offered. At the same time, the analysis of the current situation and the survey of teachers, who teach
English in the primary school, allowed us establishing the fact that learners starting to study FL encounter a
large number of difficulties affecting motivation and interest in the subject and, accordingly, the effective-
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ness of mastering FL. The reasons for the difficulties are rooted in the organization of the first year of FL
studying, in the insufficient attention to the psycho-physiological capabilities of the junior school age, which
are important to take into account when developing methods for the early teaching of FL, as well as in the
unresolved problems associated with the development of the ability of a junior schoolchild to the foreign
speech activity and with the formation of his/her conscious educational and cognitive activity. Achievement
of the positive learning outcomes will be facilitated by the transition to the personal paradigm of education,
for the implementation of which it is necessary to create a theoretical and methodological base that takes into
account the specifics of the primary school.

One of the possible ways of resolving the issues mentioned above is to develop both a theoretical and
methodological as well as technological basis for the successful teaching of FL at a junior school age charac-
terized by its integrity and systematicity. It becomes possible when creating a methodology that takes into
account the specifics of studying the subject «Foreign language» in the primary school.

All of the stated above has allowed us to establish contradictions:

— between the requirements of modern society for the level of foreign-language preparation of junior
schoolchildren and the absence of a theoretical and methodological base necessary for the implementation of
the developing potential of the subject «Foreign language» and creating conditions for organizing the process
of successful mastering of FL by junior schoolchildren;

— between the existing theoretical base of teaching FL and the undeveloped character of the integral
conceptual basis of the early teaching of FL in the context of trilingual education;

— between the necessity to improve the quality of teaching foreign languages.to junior schoolchildren
and the lack of methods for the early teaching of FL based on the best international practices and taking into
account new trends in the foreign language education.

The need to resolve these contradictions determines the topicality of this work and allows us to formu-
late the problem of the research, which consists in the scientific search for conceptual and didactic solutions
to the issues of the early teaching of FL in the modern primary sechool in Kazakhstan.

One of the most important goals in foreign language teaching should be creating competent foreign lan-
guage users in terms of language and communicative competence. Depending on the age of the students, all
four skills - listening, speaking, reading and writing are taught at all levels of the education system to a
greater or lesser extent. The difference in the prevalence of language skills in foreign language teaching has
been most visible in early learning, i.e. from/the first to the fourth grade. More specifically, in the first and
the second grade the emphasis is mainly.-on developing listening comprehension skills and speaking, while
reading and writing skills are gradually introduced in the second half of the first grade. Reading and writing
skills are taught and developed more systematically and intensely only in the third and fourth grade. This
difference in the teaching of language skills at an early age has been introduced thanks to Piaget’s theory on
the division of cognitive and social development of children in stages [6].

The main function of all components is the personality-forming function, namely: the moral, cognitive
and communicative development of the personality of the junior schoolchild as a subject of one’s culture,
which is capable of speaking a foreign language. The worked out methodology of the early teaching foreign
languages is presented in Table.

Table
Methodology of the early teaching foreign languages

STEP 1. Setting of aims of the early FL | aim and objectives of teaching English at the initial stage
teaching
STEP II. Planned result systemic totality of knowledge, skills and abilities, values
necessary for the foreign language communication of the
primary school pupils distributed according to the levels of
mastering a FL and the types of speech activity

STEP III. The totality of means of trans- | hierarchy of principles, content, technology and means of the
forming the aim into a planned result early teaching English in the primary school

Thus, a methodology for the early teaching foreign languages represented by three main STEPs was
worked out within the Project:
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— the first STEP sets the algorithm of pedagogical aim setting in the field of the early teaching FL in the
primary school, which reflects the aim and unity of the three objectives;

—the second STEP lays out a detailed image of the planned result, which reflects the systemic set of
knowledge, skills and abilities, values necessary for the foreign language communication of the primary
school pupils and distributed according to the levels of mastering the FL and the types of speech activity;

—the third STEP is aimed at creating a set of means of transforming the aim into a planned result,
which is represented by a hierarchy of principles, a description of the content, technology and means of the
early teaching English in the primary school.

An important aspect of the readiness of the educational institution to conduct educational activities is
the provision of modern didactic means (textbooks, syllabuses, workbooks, teaching aids, methodological
working outs, methodological guidelines, methodological recommendations, etc.), because through them a
child learning a foreign language , will have to learn the material, get basic knowledge and its quality will
influence how easily and quickly the child will be drawn into the process of learning a foreign language.

The basis of the offered methodology for the early teaching foreign languages is the system of the Eng-
lish language teaching aids at the initial stage (didactic means for pupils and a teacher) for pre-school and
primary school education:

— didactic support of the early teaching foreign languages in the primary school: «Dictionary in pictures
for primary school», «Grammar in pictures for primary school», «Alphabet and spelling in pictures for pri-
mary school»; methodological guidance on the use of the syllabus in English for the primary school.

Didactic support for the primary school was worked out and presented in the form of the syllabus in
English for primary classes («Dictionary in pictures for primary school», «Grammar in pictures for primary
school», «Alphabet and spelling in pictures for primary school»), on paper and electronic media, the Meth-
odological guidance on the use of the syllabus in English for the primary school.

The syllabus is considered by us as a model for the implementation of the worked out methodology of
the early teaching a foreign language and as a means of implementing its embedded teaching technology.
The didactic teaching aids in English worked out for the primary school for the most part possess all of the
above characteristics and meet the requirements of the modern State obligatory standard of education (2017).
Each of the didactic means worked out by us corresponds to the standard curriculum on the subject «English
language», has a certain structure and is offered-as additional material for the basic English textbook «Eng-
lish» (published in Almaty).

The integrity of the worked out syllabus in English for the primary school is determined by its single
conceptual basis, as well as by the structure that includes editions for the formation of skills of the foreign
speech activity, lexical (Vocabulary), grammatical (Grammar), orthographical (English Alphabet) skills and
abilities, as well as independent work (Tests). The redundancy of the speech material specifically introduced
in the syllabus allows a teacher to creatively approach the planning of pupils’ activities. The structure of the
electronic textbooks is presented in Figures 1, 2.
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Figure 1. Structure of the electronic textbook for the course «Dictionary in Pictures for Primary School»
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Figure 2. Structure of the electronic textbook for the course «Grammar in Pictures for Primary School»

The edition «Alphabet and spelling in pictures for primary school» on paper and electronic media is of-
fered to be used in the second half of the year for class and homework assignments that forminitial reading
and writing skills, along with grammatical and lexical skills (Fig. 3). The edition includes a system of exer-
cises aimed at the interrelated development of pupils’ speaking, reading and writing skills in the learning
process; the development of the foreign-language reading and writing techniques and the development of the
ability to independently read and write simple words and short.sentences.
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Figure 3. Structure of'the electronic textbook for the course «Alphabet and Spelling in Pictures for Primary School»

Assignments with visual support purposefully develop pupils’ ability of independent and creative writ-
ten speech.

Thus; the didactic means of teaching English on the preliminary (1* grade) and basic stages of the initial
foreign language education are presented by the worked out syllabus in English for the primary school
(«Dictionaryrin Pictures for Primary School», «Grammar in Pictures for Primary School», «Alphabet and
spelling in Pictures for Primary School»), performing functions that are determined by the target component
of the offered method of the early teaching FL and meet the requirements reflecting the specifics of the sub-
ject studying in the primary school.

The next element in the system of didactic means offered by us is the edition that organizes the activi-
ties of a teacher — Methodical guidance for the teacher on the use of the syllabus in English for the primary
school. The methodical guidance contains recommendations for working with exercises aimed at developing
skills in the foreign language communication; recommendations for conducting speech or phonetic drills;
detailed recommendations for the work on new lexical and grammatical material; recommendations on the
use of handouts; recommendations for describing possible project assignments.

The Basic Requirement for Primary School English postulates that the main aims of primary English
include:
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—to develop pupils’ interests, self confidence and positive attitude towards learning English;

— to cultivate the pupils’ language sense and enable good pronunciation and intonation;

—to develop the pupils’ preliminary ability to use English in daily exchanges and lay a good basis for
further study.

Although the Basic Requirement does not enforce any specific method for teaching, the performance
descriptors designate a change in methodology. They clearly reflect an activity-based approach, encouraging
teaching and learning through listening, speaking, singing, playing, doing, acting, viewing, reading and writ-
ing to provide children opportunities to experience the language and facilitate their own discovery of mean-
ing as a first-hand experience. Children are required to do things with English, and the learning process is
expected to be a playful and happy experience.

It is also stated in the Basic Requirement that the assessment for primary school English‘needs tormeet
with the purposes of enhancing students’ overall development and teachers’ effectivenessn teaching. For-
mative assessment is expected to be used as the major method of assessing students’ achievement in English.
Variety in forms of assessment and opportunities for pupils to choose from the different forms according to
their own strength and interests should be the characteristics of the new assessment system for primary
schools.

The worked out syllabus in English for the primary school, including such’editions as «Dictionary in
pictures for primary school», «Grammar in pictures for primary school», «Alphabet and spelling in pictures
for primary school» was successfully approved in the educational process of Karaganda schools (Communal
public institution «Educational complex «School-kindergarten» Ne. 77», ‘Communal public institution
«Gymnasium Ne.3») and submitted for examination to the Educational and Methodological Center for the
Development of Education in the Karaganda region to be recommended as the additional teaching aids in
English to be used in schools of Kazakhstan.

Thus, the consideration of the conceptual foundations of the early teaching foreign languages formed
the basis of the worked out monograph «Theory and methodology of the early teaching foreign languages»
and the teaching aids «Methodology of the early teaching foreign languages».

In order to verify the effectiveness of the results of the scientific project, the theoretically reasoned and
practically worked out methodology for the early teaching a foreign language and its didactic support were
introduced and approved in pre-school educational. institutions (municipal state-owned public enter-
prise «Kindergarten Ne 16 Altynay») and in the primary school of the city of Karaganda (Communal public
institution «Educational complex «School-kindergarten» Ne 77», Communal public institution «Gymna-
sium Ne 3y).

Educational and methodological support for the early teaching foreign languages was presented in the
syllabus, which includes:

— syllabus in English for primary classes containing such editions as «Alphabet and Spelling in Pictures
for Primary School», «Dictionary in Pictures for Primary School», «Grammar in Pictures for Primary
School» and the methodological recommendations on the organization of the early teaching foreign lan-
guages for the primary school.

We have discovered that although syllabus in English for primary classes are supposed to be fun and
easy there are certain things teachers need to keep in mind when using them inside the classroom. First of all
the teacher needs to do everything in his or her power to make sure that all students have a good experience
from playing the game. Also the teacher needs to keep in mind that not all games fit certain students and
some cannot be played inside the classroom. When selecting a game teachers need to ask themselves, «What
arc the goals-am I trying to achieve by playing this game?» and they have to make sure that the game
they choose is not too easy but at the same time not too difficult. If teachers believe a certain game might be
too difficult for their students they need to be aware that they need to augment the game to make it more fit-
ting.

English language teaching in Kazakhstan has entered a new era with the introduction of primary Eng-
lish. Many teachers are beginning to realize the need to change their beliefs about language and language
learning, and the need to acquire new skills and techniques in teaching and in assessment according to the
new concepts in teaching and learning and according to the needs of their students. Research into primary
school English teaching and teacher training are urgently needed to ensure a better understanding so as to
better inform and improve practice [7].
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B.A. XXetmuc6aesa, T.1O. IllenectoBa

AFBUIIBIH TiJIIH epTe KACTAH OKBITYAbI J/licTeMelliK Cyliemesiey:
Ka3zakcranaarbl oKy ToKipuodeci

Kasipri Tarnma mer TingepiH epre jkKacTaH OKBITY KEH TaJKbUIAHATBIH TaKbIPBINTapasH Oipi. Kenrimmi 6imiM
Oepy uaesIapbIHBIH MOHMOTIHIHIE arbUILIBIH TUIIH epTe ’KacTaH OKBITY/BIH MaHbI3bUIbIFbI Kasakcranna
KYHHeH KyHre apryzaa. lller TinmepiH epre OKBITY .CajaChlHAArbl KONTEreH >KarbIMABI Yaepicrepre
KapamacTaH, aJ1i Jie LICIUIIIMEereH Kol Macene Oap. AtanraH Makaigaga KasakcraHma epTe jkacTaH aFbUILIBIH
TiNIH OKBITYIBIH TEPCIEeKTHBACH TaJIaHbIN, OFaH  6ara Oepuleni jKoHE epTe )KacTaH OKBITYIbIH Ka3ipri
Ke3Zeri skai-kyii mMen KazakcraH MeKTenTepiHA€ aFrbUINIBIH TLTiH OKBITY CAlachlH apTTHIPYABIH BIKTHMAI
JKOJIIAPbl KapacThIPbUIAbL. ABTOpIAp Killli MEKTEI JKacTapbl Oanajiapra aFbUILIBIH TiiH OKBITY OapbIChIHIA
KOMMYHHKATHBTIK OHBIHIAP B KOJIaHYIBIH MaKCaTKa COMKeCTIriH Herizaeni. OKBITYIbIH TYPJIi Ke3eHAepiHe
apHaJFaH OMBIHJApP KelleHi YCHHBUIABL. OKyIIbUIapIslH KOMMYHUKATHBTIK KY3bIPETiHIH KaJbINTacybIHA dcep
eTeTiH (akTopiapra Tanaay Kacajibl

Kinm ce30ep: epre macTaH OKbITY, aFbUIIIBIH TUIIH OKBITY, CallaHbl apTTHIPY, OitiM Gepy.

B.A. XXetmuc6aena, T.1O. IllenecroBa

MeToanyeckoe CONPOBOKIeHHE PAHHET0 00yUYeHNUs AHTJITUHCKOMY SI3BIKY:
npakrTuka odyuyenusi B Kazaxcrane

Pannee 00yueHHe aHITTHICKOMY S3bIKY — IIHPOKO 00CyKAaeMas TeMa Ha CerOIHAIIHUNA JeHb. B KoHTekcTe
uIed MONUSA3BIYHOrO 00pa3oBaHMS BAXHOCTh PAHHETO OOY4YEHHUs aHINIMHCKOMY S3BIKYy BO3pacTaeT
B Ka3zaxcraHe c kaxapiM 1HeM. HecMOTpsi Ha MHOTHE TOJIOKUTETBHBIE IPOLIECCH B 00JIACTH PaHHETO 00yde-
HUsI ' MHOCTPAHHBIM s3bIKaM, MHOTHE TPOOIEMBI BCE €Ille OCTAI0TCsl HEpEUIeHHbIMU. B faHHOM cTaThe HaHbI
aHaJIN3 ¥ OIEHKA MePCIIEKTUBBI Pa3BUTHS PAaHHETO OOyUCHUs aHIVIMHCKOMY s3bIKY B Kazaxcrane, paccMoT-
PEHBI TEKyIIlee COCTOSHHE PAHHEro OOYUCHUS U MOTECHIMAIbHEIE ITyTH YITy4IICHUs KauecTBa IPEToJaBaHus
AHTJIMHCKOTO s3bIKa B mikonax Kaszaxcrana. B cratee 000CHOBaHA I1€71€CO00Pa3HOCTD UCIIOIB30BAHUS KOM-
MYHHUKaTHBHBIX 33aJaHU{ NPU 00YUCHNH aHTIMICKOMY SI3BIKY JeTel MIIaJIIero MIKOIEHOTo Bo3pacta. IIpen-
JIO’KEeH KOMIUIEKC YIPAKHEHHH JUI pa3HbIX 3TanoB oOydeHus. [IpoaHann3upoBaHsl (HakTopsbl, BAUSIOLINE HA
(bopMHpOBaHNE KOMMYHHUKATHBHOW KOMIIETEHIIMN YYaIIXCS.

Kniouegvie cnosa: noumkonbHOe 00pa3oBaHWE, H3YYCHHE AHIVIMHCKOIO fA3bIKa, YJIy4IIEHHE KauecTsa,
oOpa3oBaHue.

Cepus «lMeparoruka». Ne 4(92)/2018 13



B.A. Zhetpisbayeva, T.Y. Shelestova

References

1 Zhetpisbayeva, B.A., Shelestova, T.Y., & Taborek, Ya. (2016). Games in teaching English to primary school children. Bulle-
tin of the Karaganda University. Pedagogy series, 1(81), 9—14.

2 Poslanie Prezidenta Respubliki Kazakhstan — Lidera natsii N.A. Nazarbayeva narodu Kazakhstana «Stratehiia «Kazakhstan-
2050»: novyi politicheskii kurs sostoiavshehosia hosudarstva» [The message of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan of the
Leader of the nation N.A.Nazarbaev to the people of Kazakhstan «Strategy «Kazakhstan — 2050»: new political policy of the taken
place state»]. (2013, 14 December). akorda.kz. Retrieved from http://www.akorda.kz/ru/official documents/strategies _and programs
[in Russian].

3 Zakon RK. «Ob obrazovanii». Priniat 27 iiulia 2007 h., Ne 319-III [Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan «On Education» of
July 27, 2007 N 319-II LRK]. (2016, 22 December). online.zakon.kz. Retrieved from  http://online.zakon.kz/Document
/?doc_1d=30118747 [in Russian].

4 Hosudarstvennaia prohramma razvitiia i funktsionirovaniia yazykov v Respublike Kazakhstan na 2011-2020 hody.
Utverzhdeno prikazom No 110 ot 29 iiunia 2011 h. [State Program for the Functioning and Development of Languages for2011-2020
No. 110 dated June 29, 2011]. strategy2050.kz. Retrieved from https://strategy2050.kz/en/page/gosprog5/ [in Russian].

5 Hosudarstvennaia prohramma razvitiia obrazovaniia i nauki Respubliki Kazakhstan na 2016-2019 hody. Utverzhdeno 1
marta 2016 hoda [State program of education and science development of the Republic for 2016-2019 dated 29 March, 2011]. con-
trol.edu.gov.kz. Retrieved from http://control.edu.gov.kz/sites/default/files/gpron_ukaz ot 1.03.2016 no2015 1:pdf [in Russian].

6 Piaget, J. (1963). Origins of intelligence in children. New York: Norton.

7 Zhetpisbayeva, B.A., & Shelestova, T.Y. (2014). Early English language teaching as a problem of pedagogical science and
practice of education in Kazakhstan. children. Bulletin of the Karaganda University. Pedagogy series, 4(76), 148-153.

14 BecTHuk KaparaHgmHckoro yHusepcurteTa





