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Synthesis of Al-Al,O; nanostructures by laser-ablation

The results of synthesis of aluminum nanoparticles (NPs) by laser ablation are presented. Water, ethanol,
chlorobenzene were used for the synthesis of NPs as solvents. Measurements of sizes and shapes of NPs are
carried out. Particle’s sizes was determined using the dynamic light scattering method. Sizes of nanoparticles
depends on the boiling point of solvents. Electron microscopic images show that the formation of spherical
nanoparticles. Absorption spectra of solutions of aluminum NPs and aluminum oxide (Al,O3) NPs are meas-
ured. A computer simulation of extinction spectra of aluminum NPs and Al,O; NPs in an aqueous solution
was also carried out. Extinction spectra of Al and Al;O; nanopatrticles of different sizes in the water were cal-
culated by using Mie theory. The comparison of results of measurements and the simulation showed a signifi-
cant difference. Luminescence spectra of aqueous solutions of aluminum NPs and aluminum oxide NPs were
measured with the ultraviolet excitation. Results of measuring of the luminescence spectrum of the water of
aluminum NPs indicate the presence of Al,Os.

Keywords: Al nanoparticles, Al,O; manoparticles, Al-Al,O; nanoparticles, absorption spectrum, lumines-
cence.

Introduction

Recently, there are an increase in the attention of various research groups to the development of meth-
ods for the synthesis and the practical use of metal nanoparticles (NPs). This interest is related to the obser-
vation of a surface plasmon resonance in NPs, which leads to a fundamental change in optical and electri-
cal properties of materials.with metal nanoparticles [1, 2]. Optical and electrical properties of NPs depend
on a number of factors such as the size of the nanoparticles, their shape and their material. The most popular
materials with. plasmon properties are silver, gold and copper. However, the number of plasmon materials
is much larger and includes most metals [3], as well as some semiconductor materials [4, 5].

However, as is known [6], the specific surface of NPs increases with decreasing particle sizes. The
growth of the specific surface area of nanoparticles leads to an increase in a chemical activity of metal parti-
cles[7]. One of the main way to protect nanoparticles from destruction is the synthesis of a protective shell.
The shell can be organic or inorganic materials. The most commonly used substances are oxide materials,
such as TiO, or SiO,.These oxide materials lead to form stable NPs [8]. Methods for the synthesis of shells
with an accuracy of one nanometer have been developed.

One of the direction of using metal NPs is photovoltaic. A review of scientific publications on the using
of the plasmon effect in photovoltaics shows to increase the efficiency of both inorganic [9-10] and organic
solar cells [11, 12]. In most cases, silver and gold NP are used, which have the maximum plasmon effect in
the visible spectral range [9, 10, 13]. It is also proposed to use aluminum NPs in solar cells [14].
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In this paper, results of the synthesis of Al nanoparticles by the laser ablation and the study of their op-

tical properties are presented. The influence of solvents on the size and optical properties of synthesized NPs
was studied.

Experiment

The method of the laser ablation in a liquid was used for the synthesis of Al NPs. The installation
scheme for obtaining nanoparticles is shown in Figure 1. The solid-state Nd: YAG laser (1) (SOLAR LQ
215) was used for the ablation. The second harmonic of the laser is used (Agen = 532 nm, Ej, =90 mJ, 1=7
ns, v =20 Hz). The laser radiation was directed with a mirror (2) and focused by a lens (3) onto a horizontal-
ly placed target - an aluminum plate (5) in a cell with a liquid (4).

Laser LQ-215

Figure 1. Scheme of the plant for obtaining aluminum nanoparticles by the laser ablation in a liquid

Various solvents were used for the ablation. The ablation time was determined qualitatively, by chang-
ing the color of the solvent. The data on the ablation time are given in Table 1.

Average dimensions of obtained Al nanoparticles were determined by a dynamic light scattering using
Zetasizer Nano ZS particle size analyzer. The NPs morphology was studied with Tescan Mira 3 scanning
electron microscope. Absorption spectra-were recorded on Cary 300 (Agilent) spectrophotometer, and the
luminescence was measured by Cary Eclipse (Agilent).

Results and discussion

The distribution of NP sizes (d) in various solvents is shown in Figure 2 and Table 1. As shown in [15],
the size of NPs depends on the boiling point of a solvent. Indeed, NPs with the smallest size are formed for a

liquid with a high boiling point (chlorobenzene). NPs with the largest size are obtained for a solution with a
low boiling point (ethanol).
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Figure 2. The distribution of sizes of aluminum NPs in the ethanol (a) and in the water (b)
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Table 1
The dependence of dimensions of Al NPs from the solvent
Medium Ablathn time Boiling point, °C Avgrage particle
(min) size d (nm)
Ethanol 10 78 55
Water 4 100 38
Chlorobenzene 2 131 15

Electron microscopic images of NPs are shown in Figure 3. NPs have a predominantly spherical shape.
Nanoparticle sizes (d) differ from sizes obtained by the laser light scattering method (Fig. 2, Table 1). This
may be due to an aggregation process of NPs after transferring particles to a solid surface.
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Figure 3. Microscopic images of aluminum nanoparticles in the water (a) and in the chlorobenzene (b)

Absorption spectra of NPs solutions were measured. Absorption spectra of aluminum NPs obtained in
various solvents was shown'in Figure 4. The spectrum of Al,O; NPs with the average size of 125 nm in the
water was also shown in Figure 4b. Main characteristics of absorption spectra are given in Table 2. In the
case of Al NPs in the water, it was used 3-fold dilution for the measurement of the absorption spectrum.

Absorption spectra for NPs in the water and the ethanol have a main maximum in the range 195-200
nm. These data are good agreement with spectral data obtained in other works [16, 17]. In the water, the ab-
sorption spectrum contains additional bands with maxima at 209, 263 nm. The absorption spectrum has
peaks at 229,264 nm for Al NPs in the chlorobenzene and doesn’t have the maximum at 195-200 nm. The
solution becomes yellow during the ablation of the aluminum target in the chlorobenzene. The ablation
doesn’t result in'a color change of the solution for the water or the ethanol. Metal NPs are formed with a car-
bon shell at the ablation of metals in organic solvents [18]. Therefore, the formation of Al particles with a
carbon shell is possible in the chlorobenzene.
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Figure 4. Absorption spectra of Al NPs in various solvents (a) and Al,O; nanoparticles in the water (b)

Table 2

The influence of solvents on characteristics of absorption spectra
of Al nanoparticles obtained by the laser ablation

Sample Medium AL, nm A1, NM
1 Ethanol 199 114
196, 34
2 Water 2009, 17
263 40
229 13
3 Chlorobenzene 265 41

A computer simulation of extinction, absorption and scattering spectra was carried out for solutions of
Al NPs. The program Mie plot V.4.4.11 was used. Mie theory [1] were used for the simulation. The algo-
rithm of numerical calculations is described in detail in [19, 20]. The frequency dependence of the dielectric
constant (¢) of Al and Al,O5 solid materials were used for the calculations given in [21, 22]. Extinction spec-
tra for Al nanoparticles in the water, are shown in Figure 5. Simulation results show that experimental ab-
sorption spectra of an aqueous solution of aluminum NPs (Fig. 2, curve 2) can correspond to solution NPs
with a size (r) from 9 to 11 nm. However, the measurement of the size of NPs by the dynamic light scattering
method shows of d=38 nm for ‘diameter NPs in the water. Also, the distribution of NPs is the monodisperse
(Fig. 2, b). Thus, results of thedirect measurement of the NPs size in the water by the dynamic light scatter-
ing do not correspond to results of the analysis of absorption spectra and the simulation of extinction spectra
of NPs in the water.

The formation of aluminum oxide NPs (Al,O;) instead of aluminum NPs is possible at the laser ablation
of the aluminum target in the water. But the laser ablation of aluminum in the water [16] shows the for-
mation of aluminum oxide (Al,O;) together with Al NPs. However, the measured spectrum of Al,O; NPs
with a size of 125 nm didn’t show the presence of absorption maxima in the 200 -600 nm range (Fig. 4, b).
A comparison of the obtained spectral data for Al NPs with the data on the absorption of Al,O; (Fig. 4, b)
and the simulation of the spectra of Al,O; NPs (Fig. 5, b) showed that spectra of synthesized NPs can’t be
explained by the formation of only the Al,O; NPs. The obtained data indicate the formation of nanostruc-
tures based on Al and Al,Os.
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Figure 5. Extinction spectra of Al NPs with various sizes (r) in the water (a) and Al,O3; NPs in the water (b)

Luminescence spectra observed for synthesized NPs can be an additional factor that indicates the for-
mation of aluminum oxide as a result of the laser ablation. Absorption spectra of thealuminum are located in
the ultraviolet region. The solvent glows observed after the ultraviolet.irradiation ‘of the chlorobenzene and
the ethanol. Therefore, only aqueous solutions were used to study the luminescence of nanostructures based
on the aluminum. The luminescence spectrum of Al,O; and Al NPs in the water is shown in Figure 6.

The comparison of spectra in figure 6 shows presence of Al,Qj in the solution. There are luminescence
bands with peaks at 380, 403, 426, and 486 nm in the luminescence spectrum of the Al NPs solution. Lumi-
nescence bands with maxima at 425 and 486 nm are observed for the luminescence spectrum of Al,O3; NPs.
Similar results were obtained in [16, 23]. These bands can be attributed to the luminescence of various F cen-
ters of a crystalline Al,Os. The correspondence between the maximum of the luminescence bands and centers
or defects responsible for the appearance of these luminescence bands is given in Table 3 [23].
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Figure 6. Luminescence spectra of Al NPs (1) and Al,O; NPs (2) in an aqueous solution

Table 3

Spectral characteristics of the defective luminescence of Al-Al,O3; nanostructures in the water

Maximum luminescence, nm (eV) Probable centers and defects in A1203
380 (3,26) F,F,
403 (3,08) Fs
426 (2,91) F, Al; (interstitialatom)
486 (2,55) Al-OH
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Thus, the conducted studies showed that laser ablation of the aluminum in various solvents leads to the
formation of Al NPs. The size of NPs depends on the properties of the solvent. Absorption and luminescence
spectra of synthesized NPs are measured. The analysis of absorption and luminescence spectra of Al NPs in
the water showed that laser ablation in water forms Al-Al,O; nanostructures.
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I.A. Adanacees, H.X. U6paeB, M.E. KacsimoB

JlazepJik a0asiuus dgicimen Al-Al,O3; HAHOKYPBLIBIMIAPABIH CHHTE3I

Maxkanana nazepii abaamus oxiciMer amomuaui HanobGemmekrepiniy (HB) cunresi kenripinren. Cysl, aTin
CIIHPTIH JKoHE XJIOPOSH30JIIBI CHHTE3/IeY YIIIH opTYpIi epiTkimTep KoinansuraH. Ansiran Hb xememuaepi
MeH TMIHAEpiH eJey XYMbBICTapbl Kyprizinmgi. CoyleHIH IWHAMHUKAJBIK IIAIIBIPAY OICIH KOJITAHBII,
OenmeKTepiH Keiemi  aHbIKTaNAbl.  HanoOeniuekTiH  Kkejemi  KOJNJIaHFaH  epITKIMITIH  KaiHay
TeMIIepaTypachlHa TOYeNAl eKEHIIrl alKbIHAAIABL. DJIEKTPOHABI-MHUKPOCKOIMSIBIK CYpPEeTTep/eH Jasepii
abmsauust kesinge cdepansl HaHoOenmIeKkTepaiH maiga GomybiH kepyre Oomansl. Amromunuit HB xone
ATIOMAHHUN OKCH[IIHIH JKyThUTy crekTpi emmenzai. CoHeiMeH Karap amomunuii HB cynbl epitinaiciHig
OKCTHHKIMS CIIEKTPiHIH KOMIBIOTEPIIK CHMYJISIUSCH JKYPTi3iiai. Omey xKoHe CHUMYISIMS HOTHXEIepiH
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CAJIBICTBIPY OJIAP/BIH AHAFYPJIbIM ailbIpMalIbUIBIKTAPbIH aiikbIHAanbl. Amomunuii HB momuHecueHTTI
CIIEKTPJIEPiH OJIIICY HOTIKEIePl epTiTIH/IiAe aMIOMIUHIN OKCHAIHIH 6ap OOIybIH KOPCETTI.

Kinm ce30ep: Al nano6emmiekrepi, Al,O; HaHOGONIIEKTEP], JKYTHUTY CIIEKTPi, JIOMUHECLICHIINS.

J.A. Adanacwes, H.X. U6paeB, M.E. Kacbimos

Cunte3 HaHOCTPYKTYP Al-Al,O; MeTo10M J1a3epHOI a0 asIIUN

B pabote nmpuBeneHs! pe3yibTaThl cuHTe3a HaHoyactun (HY) amomunus Metonom nasepHoil abmsamuu. Hc-
MO/Ib30BaHbI PA3IMYHbIE PACTBOPUTENH JUIs IPOBEICHUS CUHTE3a: BOJA, STHIIOBBIHM crupT, xyopoen3on. Ilpo-
BEJICHO M3MepeHue pa3mMepoB U (Gopmel nomyuenHsix HU. Pasmep wactun onpenensics npu UCHONb30BAHUT
METOJ]a TMHAMHUYECKOTO PAcCesHHs CBETA. Y CTAHOBICHO, YTO pa3Mep HAHOYACTHI] 3aBHCUT OT TEMIEPaTyphl
KUTIEHHS UCTIOIB3YEMOTO PACTBOPHUTENS. DIEKTPOHHO-MHKPOCKOIIMIECKHE CHUMKH MTOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO.B X0/
Ja3epHOH abJsIUM IPOUCXOAUT oOpa3oBaHue chepHaecKrx HaHodacTHIl. IIpoBeseHO n3MepeHHe CIIEKTPOB
nioryomenust pactBopoB HU amomunust n okcnna amomunus (Al,O;). Taxke nIpoBoauiIach KOMIOBIOTEPHAS
cumysanus crektpos skctuHknur HY Al u AL,O; B BogHOM pactBope. B pamkax Teopun Mu Osun paccun-
TaHbI CIIEKTPHI SKCTUHKIMU HaHouactul Al u Al,O; pa3zHoro pasmepa B Boje. CpaBHEHHE PE3YJIbTAaTOB U3-
MEpeHUH 1N CHMYJISLMU I0Ka3aJI0 3HAYHUTENbHOE MX pacxoxzaenue. IIpu ynbrpaduosneroBom BO30OyKaeHUH
OBbIIIM M3MEPEHBI CHEKTPhI JIIOMUHECIIEHIMH BOAHBIX pacTBopoB HY amomuuus u okcuia amoMuHus. Pe-
3yNbTaThl M3MEPEHUs CIEKTPOB JMoMUHecueHnnn HY amomMuHus yka3bIBalOT Ha NMPUCYTCTBHE B pacTBOpe
AlLOs.

Kniouesvie cnosa: HaHO4YaCTUIbI Al, HaHOYaCTHULbI A1203, CIICKTPp NOIIONICHUA, TIOMUHCCICHIINA.
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