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How did the media cover the 2021 conflict in the Vorukh exclave?

Vorukh exclave is a small piece of land in Tajikistan, surrounded by the territory of Kyrgyzstan. Over the
past 10 years only, there have been more than 150 conflicts with victims from both sides. This article de-
scribes how Kyrgyz and Tajik media covered the conflict, which occurred in the Vorukh exclave ftom Aptil
28 to May 1, 2021. For this purpose, the researchers analyzed the media reports from April 28to May, 1 of
three Kyrgyz media, which are “Kaktus.media”, “Turmush”, “24.kg”, and three Tajik mediajiiwhichjare
“Asia-Plus”, “Khovar”, and “Avesta”. The analysis of collected data demonstrated that the tendency-for uni-
lateral coverage of the conflict from both sides existed. Moreover, the Kyrgyz media agénciesgwerc more
open and tried to cover the incident in detail, while some Tajik media agencies limited puiblications regarding
the incidents. The results contribute to a better understanding of processes that needs 9 be considered to find
solution for the annual conflicts on the Kyrgyz-Tajik border.
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Introduction

Currently, the Vorukh exclave is one of the main causesief disputes on the Kyrgyz-Tajik border. This is
a small piece of land in Tajikistan, surrounded by the tertitorytof Kyrgyzstan. Over the past 10 years only,
there have been more than 150 conflicts with victims from beth sides [1].

However, the conflict that occurred in 2021 wasyone4f the most violent in the history of clashes. As a
result of the conflict, two dozen people were killed and at least 150 people were injured [2].

The conflict happened from April 28 to May 1 until the parties agreed on a complete ceasefire. The rea-
son for the clashes between Kyrgyz and Tajilgcitizens, as well as border services, was the “disputed” territo-
ry, which is the Golovnoi water distzibution facility near the Vorukh exclave.

Both parties agree that the,incident appeared because the Tajik side began installing surveillance cam-
eras near the Golovnoi water intake faeility. Nevertheless, further versions of the conflict on both sides dif-
fer. This probably encouragedissemeiKeyrgyz and Tajik media to cover the conflict unilaterally, especially in
the first publications.

This study examines how some Kyrgyz and Tajik media covered this incident.

Experimental

For this purpose, the researchers analyzed the media reports from April 28 to May 1 of three Kyrgyz
mediagWhich ‘are “Kaktus.media”, “Turmush”, “24.kg”, and three Tajik media, which are “Asia-Plus”,
“Khovar” /and, “Avesta”. According to their publications, the researchers restored the conflict chronology
and analyzed how Kyrgyz and Tajik media covered these clashes.

Results

Beginning of the incident — April 28. Kyrgyz version. According to the reports of the Kyrgyz
“Kaktus.media”, “Turmush”, and “24.kg”, published on April 28 with reference to the government repre-
sentative office in the Batken region, after the Tajik side tried to install surveillance cameras, the border ser-
vice of Kyrgyzstan demanded to suspend the works. Further, representatives of Kyrgyz and Tajik sides start-
ed the negotiation process, reported media agencies [3-5].
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Later, “Kaktus.media”, “Turmush”, and “24.kg”, without indicating the source, stated about the shot
fired from the territory of Tajikistan. The latter media agency also noted that it was done by the Tajik law
enforcement agencies in the direction of Kyrgyz citizens who were there at the moment of incident.

Then, all three agencies, citing various sources from residents to the border service of Kyrgyzstan, re-
ported that citizens of Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan gathered from both sides and started throwing stones at
each other. “24.kg” and “Kaktus.media” noted that from 100 to 150 people participated there [6—8].

On this day, these were the last reports of Kyrgyz media agencies. However, almost simultaneously the
Tajik media provided a different version of the conflict on April 28, which none of the three Kyrgyz media
indicated in their publications. Only the day after the incident, “Kaktus.media” and ‘“24.kg” reported on the
Tajik version, while “Turmush” did not provide it even on the day after [9, 10].

Tajik version. According to the Tajik version, published by “Asia-Plus”, “Khovar”, and “Agesta” on
April 28, with reference to the border service of Tajikistan, the conflict happened because the Kyrgyz side
mobilized its citizens from remote villages to provoke this incident.

Furthermore, Tajik media agencies in their publications provided information that, in“a¢eordance, with
the maps of 1924-1927 and 1989, this hydraulic facility is located completely on the territory ofiPajikistan.
Therefore, the Tajik representatives had every right to install surveillance cameras thefe.

However, it is important to note that “Asia-Plus” and “Avesta”, unlike theiggKyrgyz counterparts, pub-
lished the opposite version of the incident in their reports on April 28. At the samfigitime &Khovar” decided to
cover this incident unilaterally on this day and even on the next day did notjrexidejthe Kyrgyz version [11—
13].

Escalation — April 29. Kyrgyz version. On April 29, "“Kaktus‘media”, Turmush”, and “24.kg” re-
ported that the situation in the Batken region (Kyrgyzstan) deteriotated. Citizens of Tajikistan began throw-
ing stones at residents of Kyrgyzstan and their houses.

Further, the border service of Kyrgyzstan accused their Tajik calleagues of trying to seize the Golovnoi
water intake facility. “Turmush” and “Kaktus.media” reporteéd with,a reference to the Kyrgyz border service
that the Tajik militaries at 14:05 began a massive attackjef the,hydraulic facility, using mortars and machine
guns.

At the same time, “24.kg” provided more neutral message. The media referencing to State Committee
for National Security of Kyrgyzstan stated that skirmishesbetween units of both sides started in the area of
the water distribution facility.

Later, all three media informed, citing the\Kyrgyz border service, that at about 17:00 the Tajik side at-
tacked the Kapchygai, Min-Bulak, Dostuk berder posts, as well as the Kozhogar and Bulak-Bashi border
posts of Kyrgyzstan. As a result of the mottar attack, the building of the Dostuk frontier outpost was on fire,
reported media agencies.

Then, all three news agenciesyreportéd with a reference to the Kyrgyz State Committee for National Se-
curity that in response to thefactionstofithe Tajik side, Kyrgyz special purpose detachment “Boru” seized the
border outpost Khoja Alo of Tajilkistan.

On the samepday} all thseefagencies noted that skirmishes between Kyrgyz and Tajik militaries also
started in the Leilek'distuet,of Kyrgyzstan.

The last meSsages from media agencies were how representatives of both sides agreed on a ceasefire
from 8 p.m. ofithat day [6, 14—-18].

Infadditiony)it istalso important to mention that the Tajik Border Service published the opposite version
of the incidentlen this day. However, none of the three Kyrgyz media provided it on April 29-30.

Tajik version. According to the Tajik version, which was published by “Asia-Plus”, “Khovar”, and
“Avesta™onfApril 29, with reference to the Tajik border service, the military personnel of Kyrgyzstan at 1
p-m. were the first to open fire on Tajik militaries near the Golovnoi water distribution facility.

This is where on this day the messages of Khovar”, and “Avesta” about the incident ends. Further, the
history of the incident can be seen only through the reports of “Asia-Plus”.

According to it, after skirmishes on the hydraulic facility, the Kyrgyz militaries opened fire on the
bridge located on the territory of Tajikistan. Then, the news agency informed that skirmish moved to the area
of Vorukh exclave.

Later, “Asia-Plus”, citing the Kyrgyz border service, provided the Kyrgyz version of the incident, ac-
cording to which the Tajik side was the first to begin fire.

Nevertheless, a few hours later, the news agency, citing the source in law enforcement agencies of Ta-
jikistan, denied this information. According to media, “these days the Ministers of Defense and the Secretar-
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ies of the Security Councils of the CSTO have gathered in Dushanbe”. Therefore, the Tajik officials “did the
best to avoid the conflict and tried to convince everyone to show restraint”.

Then, “Asia-Plus” referencing to the head of the jamoat, Abdukhamid Odinaev, reported that nearly at
5.30 p.m. the skirmishes started in Ovchi-Kalacha area of Tajikistan, which is located near the Leilek district
of Kyrgyzstan.

Two hours later, “Asia-Plus” correspondent in the conflict zone informed that Kyrgyz snipers do not al-
low residents of Khoja-Alo village to cross the main road towards Vorukh exclave. According to the media,
for several hours, the main road Khoja-Alo-Vorukh remains blocked, and Kyrgyz snipers began shooting at
residents and vehicles trying to cross the road.

Finally, at 8 p.m., “Asia-Plus”, citing the Tajik Foreign Ministry, provided information that both sides
had agreed on a ceasefire [19-22].

It is also important to mention that “Asia-Plus”, referring to the border service of Tajikistan, teported
that the information about the seizure of the Khoja-Alo border outpost by the Kyrgyz side wasytake:

In addition, it can be seen that the other two media agencies had few reports relating te the conflict.
Therefore, one might get the impression that they preferred to limit the Tajik version of the'incident?

Continuation — 30 April — 1 May. Kyrgyz version. On April 30, despiteghe reached agreements
day before, the shootout repeated again in the Leilek district on KyrgyzTajik border, messaged
“Kaktus.media”, “Turmush”, and “24.kg”.

In addition, all three news agencies, citing various sources, provided anfermation about the seizure of
villages in the Leilek district by Tajik citizens. “Kaktus.media” and “Turmush?‘also reported that the head of
the “Internatsional” village in the Leylek district became hostage \of ‘the Tajik side. However, later
“Kaktus.media” denied this information referring to the administratien of'lsfara region (Tajikistan).

Further, Kyrgyz media agencies in their messages providedéinformation that the chairman of the State
Committee for National Security, Kamchybek Tashiev, heldga, meeting on neutral territory with his col-
league, head of the State Committee for National Security4of Tajikistan, Saimumin Yatimov. As a result of
this meeting, the Kyrgyz official promised to resolve completely theissues, reported all three news agencies.

Almost simultaneously, the above-mentioned news agencies provided information that citizens of Ta-
jikistan on bulldozers were destroying buildings Tmythe villages of the Leylek district and were shooting at
Kyrgyz citizens.

Later, “Kaktus.media” and “24.kg” in th@ir publications announced about the telephone conversation of
Kyrgyz and Tajik presidents, where both sides'discussed the ways of conflict resolutions on the border.

Further, on May 1, “Kaktus.media” anda24 kg™ reported that shootouts were continuing in the Leylek
district. They assumed that these argfcitizéns of Tajikistan. However, almost immediately “Asia-Plus” with
reference to the residents denied thisinformation.

Later, all three media repotted, thatithie heads of the State Committee for National Security of both states
held negotiations, as a result®ofjwhichsthe parties agreed on a complete ceasefire and made a joint statement
on delimitation and demarcation afithe border area [23-33].

Tajik version, On the“Bajik side, on April 30, only the “Asia-Plus” news agency covered the conflict,
while “Khovar” and“Awvesta” did not publish reports related to the conflict.

Therefore, fugtherthe authors had to rely on the publications of “Asia-Plus”.

On that day, theimedia reported that in the jamoat of Ovchi-Kalacha of Bobojon Gafurov district, which
borders the)Leylek district of Kyrgyzstan, skirmishes began again, after several hours of signing a ceasefire
doc@menty

Fufther, Asia-Plus”, citing the administration of the Sughd region of Tajikistan, provided information
that the Tajik side was preserving the ceasefire regime and was maintaining peace on the border area. The
news agency also messaged that media in the neighboring country were using the situation as incitement.

Then “Asia-Plus” reported about negotiations between the heads of the State Committee for National
Security of both countries. The media also noticed that the head of the State Committee for National Security
of Tajikistan, Saimumin Yatimov, refused to comment about these talks.

It is important to say that while the Tajik side remained silent and did not comment on the results of the
meeting, the head of the State Committee for National Security of Kyrgyzstan, Kamchybek Tashiev, imme-
diately after the meeting, gave an interview to several Kyrgyz media, reported “Asia-Plus”.

On May 1, “Asia-Plus” referencing to Tajik border guards and residents of the border regions of Tajiki-
stan denied the information of the Kyrgyz border service that Tajik side attacked the residential buildings of
the Kyrgyz people
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Later, “Asia-Plus”, citing “24.kg” news agency, announced the start of negotiations on the demarcation
and delimitation of the border and a ceasefire [21].

On this day, there were fewer controversial points on both sides. With an exception of the last incident
before a ceasefire, Tajik side decided to apply “defense” strategy and denied the Kyrgyz version. A similar
situation also occurred on April 29, when the Tajik side denied the capture of the Khodja-Alo outpost.

Discussion

In general, it can be said that there is a tendency for one-sided coverage of the conflict.

From the Kyrgyz side, we see how on April 28 there was a fact of unilateral coverage of the conflict,
mainly during the first publications. In addition, in the case of “Turmush”, the coverage was unilateral com-
pletely without providing a Tajik version of the incident. Moreover, it is important to mention thagall three
media covering the continuation of the conflict on April 29 probably decided to limit themselves tolenly the
options of the Kyrgyz side, which also proves that there is a tendency of one-sided coveraggof thésncident.

On the Tajik side, we also see that there is also a trend towards one-sided coverage, e‘g:has in the case
of “Khovar” on April 28 or “Avesta” and “Khovar” on April 29. However, we also see the absencefof “Aves-
ta” and “Khovar” publications on the April 30 conflict. Therefore, it can be assumedfthat thetunilateral cov-
erage on April 28-29 was due not to the reluctance to publish the opposite vessiongfbut)due to some re-
strictions from third parties.

Furthermore, it important to note that during this conflict, the Tajikgside, Tepresented by its border
guards or other representatives, preferred to work more in a “defense” poSitioft as in the case of Khoja-Alo
seizure and events of May 1. We also see unwillingness of Tajik side{to ‘¢omment the process of negotia-
tions, which probably demonstrates some secrecy of Tajik side.

Unlike the representatives of Tajikistan, the Kyrgyz side wasjless constrained in actions and openly pre-
sented various cases that occurred during conflicts.

Conclusions

In conclusion, the authors would like to mention thatyeachpof these media has a specific audience and
each publication forms the opinion of this very audience. In this regard, in the future, we would like the news
agencies of the two states to work together and covemyconflicts, providing both versions of the incident, re-
sponsibly realizing that they have a huge impact on the minds of people, a person and can change not only
their thoughts and ideas, but also behavior as\well. A good coverage would help the audience more objec-
tively assess the situation and reduce the deégsce of tension in society. We think that media representatives
should take into account the traditiofally“difficult relations between neighboring states as much as possible
and try to be more open and unbiased.
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ognya/.

32 Wuumpent Ha rpanune. B JleiinexkckoMm paiioHe BHOBb CTpPESIIOT [DJeKTpoHHBIM pecypc]. — Pexum npocryna:
https://24 kg/proisshestvija/192448 intsident nagranitse vleylekskom rayone vnov_strelyayut/.

33 «BoeHHBIX mOTIa3eTh OTIpaBWiIn?» JXKuTenu mpurpaHnyHbIX cell baTkeHa oOpaTwiiuch K BiacTsAM [DIEKTpOHHBIA pecypc].
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_k vlastiam.html.

76 BecTHuk KaparaHgmHckoro yHmBepcurteTa



How did the media cover the 2021 conflict in the Vorukh exclave?

II.K. 3unaromna, XK.M. Kenxeranu, M.K. Xyppamos

Bopyx ankiaaBbiHAarbl 2021 KbUIFbI KAKTBIFBICTHI
OyKapajbIK aKnapaT Kypajiapbl Kajaai kepcerTi?

Bopyx anknaBbl — KBIPFBI3CTaH TepPUTOPUSICBIMEH KOpIIAFaH Ta)iKCTaHHBIH MIAFbH Jkepi. Tex conFsl 10
JKBUIJA OHJA €Ki akTaH Ja KypOanmap Oonran 150-meH acram KakThIFBIC 0ol Makanana 2021 sKeUasig
28 coyipi MeH 1 MaMBIpBI apajbIFbIHAa BopyX aHKIaBBIHIA OONFaH KaKTHIFBICTHI KBIPFBI3 JKOHE TOXIK OyKa-
PAIBIK aKmapar Kypangapbl Kaylail skapusuiaraHsl cunartanrad. On ymriH 3eprreymiitep 28 coyip MeH 1 ma-
MBIP apaibIFBIHIAFBl  YII  KBIPFBI3CTAHIBIK OyKapamblK aKmapaT KypajjapblHa, aranm aWTKaHzaa
«Kaktus.media», «Turmushy, «24.kg» xone «Asus-Ilmocy, «XoBapy», «ABecTa» CHUSKTHI YII TOKIKCTAHIBIK
OyKapaiblK aKnapar KypajJapblHbIH aKnapaTTapblHa Tanaay xkacarad. OaH api )KMHAKTaJIFaH MAJIIMETTEp/Ik
Tanzay OapbICHIHIA €Ki KaKTaH Ja KamKaJasl Oip KaKThl KepceTy ypaici O6ap exeHi nonenneni. OHBIH YCTi-
HE KBIPFBI3CTAH/BIK aKMapaT Kypajaapbl aklaparThl capanrtay OOWbIHINA OGapbIHINA AIIBIK OOJIBII) OKHEHE!
erkeil-TerKelli KepceTyre THIPBICKAHBIH, aj KelOip ToXKIKCTaHABIK OYKapaslblK akmapar Kypajinapbl IIeK-
TeyIli aKmapaTTapsl FaHa JKapusUIaraHblH OaliKaiMbI3. byl 3epTTeymiH HOTIKeNepi KBIPFBI3-TOXIK IIeKapa-
CBIH/AFbI JKBUT CAWBIHFBI KAKTHIFRICTAP/IBIH IIENIMiH Taby YIIiH KaKeT MpOLecTep i )KaKChIPaK TYCIHyTe BIk-
TIaj eTex.

Kinm coe30ep. KpIpFBI3-TOXIK IIeKkapachl, Bopyx aHknaBbl, mekapa maceneci, Kpiproizcrah, ToxIKCTaH, KaH-
XKaJl, KAKTBIFBICTap, «['0JOBHON» Cy aly CTaHLMACHI, IKCKIAB, aHKIAB, OyKapanblk akHapar Kypaimapsl, ak-
napar areHTTikrepi, «Asus-Ilmocy, «XoBapy», «ABectay, «Kakryc-meana», « Turmushy, «24.kg».

HII.K. 3unaromnna, )K.M. Kenmxeranu, M.K. Xyppamos

Kak cpencrBa maccoBoii uHgopmanuu ocBemia  HoH GaukT 2021 roxa
B aHKJ1aBe Bopyx?

AnxnaB Bopyx — 3To HeOonbmIONH yJacTok 3eMnu B TapkuKHETaHe, OKPYKCHHBIH Tepputopueii KuIprsiz-
crana. Tonbko 3a mociexnue 10 ger Tam npon3g@HuIo 6osrec IS0 KOH(INKTOB ¢ xKepTBaMu ¢ 00enx cTopoH. B
CTaThe OMMCAHO TO, KaK KBIPTBI3CKUE U TaKHKCRHE cpencTBa MaccoBoil mHdopmarmu (CMU) oceemranu
KOH(QUIMKT, Ipou3oLIeaAnnii B ankiaBe Bopyx ¢ 28 ampensidio 1 mas 2021 roga. I sToro ucciemoBaTeln
npoananusuposanu coobmenus CMU ¢ 28 anpens no 1"Mas Tpex kbIproickux CMU, koTopbIMU SIBISIOTCA
«Kaktus.media», «Typmyur», «24.kg», u Tpu tamkukckux CMU, Ttakue kak «Asus-Ilmocy, «XoBap» u
«ABectay. Pe3ynbrarsl ananm3a coOpaHHBIX MaHHBIX MTOKA3aJIH, YTO CYIIECTBYET TEHICHIHS K OJHOCTOPOH-
HEMy OCBEIIeHMIO KOH(UIMKTa ¢ o0eux CTOpeH. IIpm stom keiprenckue CMU Opum Gonee OTKPBITHIME I
CTapaJIich MOJAPOOHO OCBEUIATHAMHIITAGHT, B TO BpeMsl Kak HeKoTopble Tamkukckue CMMU myGmmkoBamm
OTpaHMYCHHOE KOJIMYECTBO COOQLIeHMH.|Pe3yabTaTel JaHHOTO MCCIIEOBAHMS CIIOCOOCTBYIOT JIydIIEMY II0-
HUMAHHUIO MPOLECCOB, KOTOPhIe HEOOXOAMMO ISl TOTO, YTOOB! HAUTH pa3pellieHue eXeroJHbIX KOH(INKTOB
Ha KBIPTBI3CKO-Ta)KUKCKON TPAHMIIE.

Kntouesvie cnosa: KpIpruidekosTa/UKUKCKas IPaHUIIA, aHKIaB Bopyx, morpaHuyHsle Bompockl, Kbiprsi3cras,
TamkukucTa, KOHGIUKT, 60ECTOIKHOBEHMS, BO103a00p «I 0J0BHOIY, dKcKIaB, aHknas, CMU, nndopmaru-
oHHbIe arSHEcTBay «AsmsiEllitocy, «XoBapy, «ABectay, «Kakryc-meauay, « Typmymn, «24.kg».
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