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Cultural heritage of the Great Silk road in the context
of spiritual modernization of Kazakhstan

The article analyzes the historical and cultural phenomenon of the Great Silk Road in the context of actual
problems of Kazakhstan’s spiritual modernization. The traditions of interaction and dialogue of cultures on
the Great Silk road are considered as factors of modern civilization development. It is proposed to use the
spiritual experience of various cultures that Kazakhstan has accumulated to.overcome political and religious
confrontation and achieve peace and harmony among peoples..It is noted that the Great Silk road is a vivid
example, which must be used to form the mutual relations of peoples in the modern world on the basis of dia-
logue but not the opposition of cultures.
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In modern culture, it is strongly said about calls for the achievement of a new level of trust between dif-
ferent peoples and people towards each other. Dueto the cardinal changes that are taking place, the present
era requires a renewed view of the world and of a man and the results of his creative activity as well. Moder-
nity reveals an urgent need to develop a new worldview that would be based on the understanding of the uni-
ty of the historical destiny of mankind and guided by the ideas of a dialogue and mutual trust. However, the
achievement of such a renewed historical form of the universal worldview is impossible without the mainte-
nance of the dialogue by each patticipant, without its unique and original cultural identity, since, a full de-
velopment of a society-istimpossible without the spiritual experience of past generations and without the
study of its cultural heritage. It is no coincidence that representatives of modern philosophical and cultural
studies insist that cultural diversity is an indispensable distinctive feature of mankind and a common heritage
of mankind. It is necessary to cherish and preserve it for the benefit of all mankind. Cultural diversity creates
a rich and diverse world that expands the range of choices and provides the necessary conditions for the real-
ization of human opportunities and values, thus, being the driving force of the sustainable development for
communities, peoples and nations. Cultural diversity that flourishes in conditions of democracy, tolerance,
social justicerand mutual respect between peoples and cultures is essential for ensuring peace and security at
the local, national and international levels.

Modern cultural theory believes that, on the one hand, there is an idea of the plurality of equitable cul-
tures and its uniqueness, but, on the other hand, it is necessary to think about an integrating beginning that
creates cultural unity, without which the existence of mankind is impossible. The most promising dialogue is
the dialogue between cultures with its value orientation on equality and partnership and ensuring cultural
stability as well [1]. In this regard, the scientific and theoretical as well as practical significance of cultural
studies becomes actual where modern processes of cultural interaction between countries and peoples and
the dialogue of cultures are analyzed in the context of historical experience of this kind.

It is important to remember that cultural diversity is strengthened as a result of the free dissemination of
ideas and, that, it is enriched due to constant exchanges and interaction between cultures. Therefore, so much
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importance in modern relations between nations is attached to creating conditions for flourishing and free
interaction of different cultures on a mutually beneficial basis as well as to encouraging dialogue among cul-
tures in order to ensure broader and more balanced cultural exchanges around the world in the interests of
mutual respect of cultures and a culture of peace.

The cultural uniqueness and value of the Great Silk road is in fact, that, for the first time in the history
of mankind, it connected various countries and peoples on the gigantic expanses from the Mediterranean to
the Pacific and connected their material, artistic and spiritual cultures as well. The most various achieve-
ments of different peoples’ culture were exchanged for many centuries along this road.

The United Nations, proposing the revival of the Great Silk road in modern realities and promoting the
adoption of the UNESCO project «The integral study of the Silk road — the ways of dialoguey, initiated a
broad and detailed study of the history of ancient road and its integration opportunities in the development of
modern cultural relations between East and West and the improvement of relations between peoples inhabit-
ing the Eurasian continent from the end of the twentieth century.

Today, there is a revival to a new life of the Great Silk Road thanks to the efforts of many states of the
world. An increasing number of people show a keen interest towards the history of this ancient transnational
trade highway, to unique cultural monuments, preserved spiritual values and traditions, customs and holidays
of the peoples. The Great Silk road had a great influence on the formation of social, economic, political and
spiritual characteristics in the culture of the countries through which it had passed. There were large and
small commercial cities and settlements along all its routes, the cultural significance of which is still relevant
today.

Such a region as Central Asia and, more specifically, the territory of modern Kazakhstan, was of a par-
ticular importance for the functioning of the Great Silk road. This region was not only crossed by dozens of
trade routes, but there were also important ethnic processes, diplomatic treaties and military alliances were
entered into a contract and there was an active interaction of cultures as'well. A great role in the spread of
written languages, world religions, many material and technical achievements belongs to the peoples of this
region. According to N.A. Nazarbayev, «Kazakh steppe and Kazakh cities were crossroads of the dialogue of
great cultures of the South and East, North and West».[2; 18]. And the culture of the Kazakh steppe is
«a complex and multilevel phenomenon with the greatest historical tradition» [2; 19].

For the first time in the history of mankind,.the Great'Silk road connected various countries and peoples
and also connected their material, artistic and/spiritual cultures on the giant expanses from the Mediterranean
to the Pacific. The most varied achievements of different peoples’ culture were exchanged on this way for
many centuries.

The United Nations, proposing the revival of the Great Silk road in modern realities, promoted the
adoption of the UNESCO project «Integral study of the Silk Road — the ways of dialogue», according to
which a wide and detailed study of the history of the ancient road, the formation and development of cultural
relations between East and West, improvement of relations between the peoples inhabiting the Eurasian con-
tinent have been carried out [3].

Nowadays, the peoples of many countries are trying to learn the roots of their history, to understand the
sources of spirituality, their national involvement in the world culture. Therefore, it is no coincidence that, in
recent years, there has been an intensification of scientific and public interest towards the Great Silk Road,
the idea of its revival as.an important channel for interaction between different cultures.

As far'back as 1972, the UNESCO adopted the Convention on the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage. 146 countries are the supporters of this agreement, that involves the world community in
the process of recognition, protection and revival of the unique values that human civilization has. The Con-
vention provides a permanent legal, administrative and financial basis for the international cooperation in
this field. Its implementation allowed to form a «concept of world heritage», overcoming all political and
geographical boundaries. The international community, in accordance with the adopted agreement, helps
countries to protect cultural and natural sites, classified as the world values.

All these efforts contributed to the fact that interest towards the Great Silk Road stimulated various
studies that allowed to fully study the scientific, technological and cultural relations that existed between the
West and the East and to find out how intercultural contacts developed closed social systems, broadened
people’s horizons, contributed to a more intensive development of the intellectual sphere. V.M. Mezhuev
confirmed that «to understand the present historically means to find a key to understanding the past and the
future» [4; 93].
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Today, when mankind has faced problems of survival under new conditions and the processes of glob-
alization give rise to crises in all spheres of human life, and especially in the sphere of cultural development,
the point of mutual understanding in the relations between people and states, the results of human activities
as a whole of which depends on the communicative competence. Thus, the problems of trust, sensitivity to
each other's interests, readiness to listen and understand all the participants in the dialogue arise on the way
to common goals.

The Great Silk road is a phenomenon of world history and culture, a kind of cultural artery through
which contacts of many peoples and states have been going on for a long time. It is possible to trace the pro-
cesses of intercultural communication for 1500 years, to see the diversity of peoples who took partin this
grand exchange of achievements in material and spiritual culture, to determine the main characteristics of
current cultural situation, as well as the trends in the development of intercultural relations in the future.

Under conditions of globalization characterized by tendencies towards cultural unification and cultural
isolation, the dialogue of cultures with its value orientation on ensuring world order and stability is an‘im-
portant factor in preserving the cultural unity of the world in a variety of cultures. This is most typical for the
Eurasian multicultural space, where ethnic cultures develop dialogue models that include both: universal
foundations and its own cultural characteristics.

The Great Silk road has played a huge role in the development of human civilization-and has a unique
cultural value. Due to the existence of the intercontinental road, there was one of the fastest in the world his-
tory and a grand interpenetration of cultures of different peoples and the expansion of the space of interna-
tional communication. The Great Silk road contributed to the strengthening of social, economic and cultural
contacts between the farmers of oases and pastoralists of the steppes of Central Asia as well as the develop-
ment of the northern steppe and mountain regions, especially the Syrdarya basin, valleys and foothills of the
Tien Shan and Semirechie by farmers and townspeople. The history of cultural contacts on the Great Silk
road shows a special role of nomadic tribes and peoples inhabiting the territory of Kazakhstan and neigh-
boring countries in the formation of the Eurasian cultural area.

The cultural history of the Great Silk road, the development of which is an important component of cul-
tural policy of modern Kazakhstan, shows that the alliance of forces has always been the most effective form
of people's response to historical challenges. The disintegration of common space that connected the peoples
close to each other for centuries is increasingly perceived as a great loss, with which many of today's diffi-
culties and turmoil meet in people’s minds. Only unity opens up the scope for its dynamic development. The
main goal of the states’ efforts on reviving the Great Silk road is to demonstrate the advantages of cultural
diversity through the recognition of thedimportance of constant interpenetration and interchange processes in
relations between cultures, as well as'the ties established since the time of civilization.

An important role in the revival of the Great Silk road belongs to the Eurasian idea, which, emphasizing
the importance of the development. of national cultures, the uniqueness and originality of each nation and
peoples, offers such a way of civilizational development when, many national cultures are united within the
framework of a single cultural and historical integrity that ensure unity in diversity. Nazarbayev N.A. has
become one of the first heads of state who substantiated the position of his country in the process of Eurasian
integration and the revival of the Great Silk road.

Thus, the Great Silk'road appears as one of the oldest integration models of human society’s develop-
ment, which is still in the 21st century. Due to the exchange of material and cultural values, this way links
the unique-and original civilizations of the East and the West for twenty centuries. The experience of the past
cultures’ interaction on the Great Silk road allows modern cultures to understand better each other, to realize
the continuity of the development of civilization, the enduring connection of the times and destinies of peo-
ples whose further existence is impossible without an equitable dialogue of cultures.

Today, the culture of the world is a set of dialogues of local cultures. We see the results of these com-
municative processes in the manifestations of culture, its forms and tendencies. The Great Silk road was a
powerful accelerator in the process of communication of many peoples of the past. It is possible to draw cer-
tain parallels between the opening of the Great Silk road and the advent of the information: the opening of
the Great Silk road made intercultural relations regular and more frequent, gave a new idea of the world, and
the expansion of the information area with the help of new technologies allowed them to become almost in-
stantaneous, changing the attitude towards the time and space in general. Both of these global processes have
led to the activation of the communicative ability of societies and individuals.

The topic of cultures’ dialogue gets a particular urgency in the interrelated processes of preserving the
uniqueness of ethnic cultures on Kazakhstan territory and the formation of modern Kazakhstan culture.
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Therefore, it is necessary to pay the closest attention to the concept of cultures’ dialogue of such scien-
tists as M.M. Bakhtin, V.S. Bibler, A.N. Nysanbayev, according to whom the dialogue as a universal phe-
nomenon fixes the constructive aspect of cultural interaction, is an integrator of cultural integrity, shows the
impossibility of the existence of culture outside the dialogue. The dialogue of cultures with its value orienta-
tion on ensuring world order and stability is an important factor in preserving cultural integrity in the global-
ized world characterized by tendencies towards cultural unification and cultural isolation. This is most typi-
cal for the Eurasian multicultural area, where ethnic cultures develop dialogue models that include both uni-
versal foundations and its own cultural features.

Dialogue of cultures as a complex social and cultural phenomenon has its own specific nature and its
existence supposes mutual interest of dialogue’s participants. The interdependence of the ideological content,
the semantic field of dialogical interaction and the real factors of life is a fundamental feature of cultures’
dialogue.

In conditions of cultural plurality, a dialogue with its internal idea of partners’ equality becomes the
main counter-balance that creates the integrity of the world’s perception, in which any culture must be per-
ceived and understood.

«The very history of mankind is the deepest communication of people with each other. The very exist-
ence of a man is the deepest communication. To be means to communicate» said M.M. Bakhtin [5; 312].

V.S. Bibler warned against a primitive understanding of dialogue as the! different types of dialogue
heard in a person's speech that are not related to the idea of dialogue within the dialogue concept of culture.
«In the dialogue of cultures» we are talking about the dialogic nature of the truth itself (beauty, goodness)
and, that the understanding of another person implies the mutual understanding of «I-You» as ontologically
different personalities possessing different cultures actually or potentially, logics of thinking, different mean-
ings of truth, beauty, and goodness. The dialogue, understood in the idea of culture, is not a dialogue of dif-
ferent opinions or views but it is always a dialogue of different cultures» [6; 299].

The Kazakh philosopher A.N. Nysanbayev noted that in the globalized world, dialogue becomes a prob-
lem: «not a theme, but a complex and vitally real problem that pervades all spheres of modern life within the
interconnected and conflicting world» [7; 3].

Culture is the «soul» of society. It expresses a creative character of a person inspiring him in practical
and creative activity and has universal significance, referring therefore to phenomena that have absolute sig-
nificance for a person when educating and moulding a person. Being originally a social phenomenon, it is
absolutely historical, since the factors determining its development and the social conditions of functioning
in a particular society are historical andvariable. Today, the thinking and being of a person is not recognized
just as something independent, but, moreover, they deepen their own culture. They become internally vital
and necessary for their own culture. This determines and causes the need to learn to accept and take into ac-
count the diversity of cultures and fully recognizing its singularity, uniqueness and authenticity at the same
time.

It is no coincidence that in modern Kazakhstan, starting a new historical stage of its civilizational de-
velopment, that is, the'Third Modernization [8], special importance is attached to such an important process
as the modernization ‘of public consciousness. Stressing the specifics and innovative character of planned
modernization, N.A. Nazarbayev noted the preservation of its culture, its own national code as the first con-
dition for its implementation. «The new modernization should not look arrogantly at historical experience
and traditions'as before. On the contrary, it should make the best traditions a prerequisite, i.e. an important
condition forthe success of modernization. Modernization will remain undecided without reliance on nation-
al and cultural roots. I want her to keep its feet on the ground. And this means that history and national tradi-
tions.should be taken into account» [9].

Modernization does not exclude, but implies the development of different cultures and traditions, since
there is the potential for further civilizational development in them. It is important to remember that the val-
ues of different cultures are incomparable and incommensurable. However, in order to enrich the civilization
and achieve the integration of society, a dialogue based on universal human values is needed. It is in this dia-
logue that each culture returns to its spiritual origins and reflects on the universal values that relate it to other
cultures. Therefore, the principle of non-use of force, mutual respect and broad cultural exchange should be
the basis for interaction and dialogue between countries.

In today's realities, when mankind faced the need to search for more effective forms of cooperation for
maintaining peace and security on the planet, a comprehensive and complex study of the Great Silk road’s
history and culture and its restoration as a «way of dialogue» corresponds to this need. For many millennia
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the Great Silk road has served as a rapprochement between different peoples, the exchange of ideas and
knowledge and the mutual enrichment of languages. Man, as the creator of culture, constantly strove to over-
come political and religious confrontation, to assert his activity on the principles of universal and common to
all mankind character. And the Great Silk road is a vivid example of this, which must be used to form the
mutual relations of peoples in the modern world on the basis of dialogue but not the opposition of cultures.
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b.K. {rocanunosa, C.I'. Kapakonucosa, [1.I1. Conomenko

Ka3akcTaHHBIH pyXaHU JKaHFBIPY HIeHOepinaeri
¥Yab1 /Ki0ek KoJIBIHBIH MJJIEHH MYPAChI

Maxkanana Kasakcrangars! pyxaHy skaHFBIPYIbIH ©3eKTi Moceresnepi meroepinaeri ¥ bl JKidek »ObIHBIH TapHXu-
MoJIeHH (peHOMeHI Tayanbl. ¥ sl JKiOeK >KOIBIHIAFBI MOJICHUETTEPIIH 03apa dpeKeTTecyl MeH JHaoThl Kasipri
OPKCHHUETTIK JaMyIbIH (haKTopIiapbl peTiH/e KapacThIpbliibl. CascH joHE JiHH KOH(DPOHTALHMSAHBI OTY, XaIbIKTap
apacelHga Oed0iT emip MeH  KediciMmi opHary yunin Kasakcranma J>KMHAKTAIFaH OPTYpJi MOJCHHETTEp
KaTBIHACY/IBIH ~pyXaHH TaKiprOeciH KonmaHy yceHbUIbl Kasipri 3amanma monenuertepai Oip-OipiHe Kapchl
TYPFBI3Y apKbUIbI €Mec, KepiCiHIIe, AHaIor Heri3iHAe XajbIKTap apachblHIa KaThIHACTAPAbl KAJBIITACTHIPY YIIiH
¥ b1 JKiGek oAb KAPKBIH MBICAT PETiHAE KOTAAHY KKETTUIIr Typaibl alThUIBL.

Kinm ce30ep:| MoneHH Mypa, MOICHHETTEPIIH e3apa opeKeTTecyi, MOJCHHET Ca0aKTaCTBIFBI, YITTBHIK
MOJICHUET, PyXaHU KAHFBIPY.

b.K. {rocanunosa, C.I'. Kapakonucosa, [L.I1. Conomenko

KyabtypHoe Hacisienue Besaukoro HleakoBoro mytu B KOHTEKCTE
ayxoBHoil moaepuusanumn Kazaxcrana

B crarbe aHanmsmupyercst HCTOPUKO-KyIbTYpHBII (eHomen Bemmkoro IllenkoBoro myTn B KOHTEKCTE aKTy-
QIBHBIX ITPpo0IIeM TyXxoBHOH MoxepHu3anun Kasaxcrana. Tpagunny B3anMoAeHCTBHS U Iajora KyJnbTyp Ha
Bemuxowm IllenkoBoM ImyTH paccMaTpHBAIOTCS Kak (PaKTOPBHI COBPEMEHHOTO IUBHIN3AIMOHHOTO Pa3BHUTHS.
[pemmaraercst MCHONB30BaTh HAKOIUIEHHBIH Ka3zaXCTaHOM JTyXOBHBEIH ONBIT OOIIEHUS Pa3INYHBIX KYIBTYP
JUISL TIPEOJIOIEHHST TIONTUTUYECKON M PEeNUTHO3HON KOH(PPOHTAIMU M JOCTHKEHUS] MUpPA M COTJIACHUS MEXIY
Haponamu. Otmeuaercsi, yto Benukuii LlIenkoBblif myTh — SpKuUil mpuMep, KOTOPBII HEOOXOIUMO HCHOIb30-
BaTh Uil (OPMUPOBAHUS B3aUMOOTHOIIEHHI HAPOJOB B COBPEMEHHOM MHpPE Ha OCHOBE AMAJOra, a He Mpo-
THBOIIOCTABJIECHUS KYIbTYP.

Kniouesvie cnosa: KynpTypHOE Hacleaue, B3aUMOJCHCTBUE KyIbTYp, JUATOr KyIbTYyp, HAIMOHAIbHAS KYJb-
Typa, AyXOBHasl MOJAEPHU3AIMS.
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