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Disintegration of Golden Orda: confrontation of Golden Orda khans—dzhuchids
for political leadership in Eurasia in 20-50s of XV century

In this article it is described the history of political fight among khans of Golden Orda in the first part of XV
century. Especially in this time ulus Dzhuchy started to lose its previous power in the territory of Eurasia: It is
shown the fight among the pretenders for khan throne and exactly among the khan Ulug-Mukhammad and
chingizids came from different uluses of destroyed Golden Orda. There are marked the features of govern-
ment of last khans of Dzhuchy ulus, their internal and international policies and was directed to: force
the khan power and government. Ceaseless civil wars, fight for the throne, demographic and economic crisis
lead to fail of powerful state.
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In the modern period of development of Kazakhstan Republic one of the main problem in the national
history is a question related to the decay of Golden Orda in XV century. As the national secretary of Ka-
zakhstan Republic Marat Tazhin noticed in the speech at the session of interdepartmental work group about
the problem of national history study: «Today in the period offestablished state we should understand our
history since the height of modern state and create the whole national history». State Secretary reminded the
phrases of the President of Kazakhstan Republic Nursultan Nazarbayev that «whole Kazakhstan identity
must be the core of historical national awareness». According to Tazhin M. this problem concentrates our
attention at the problems of national history especially the history of Golden Orda in that period [1]. Espe-
cially this period had a great meaning in the history of many nations of Eurasia as the political hegemony
of Golden Orda became weaker in this region because of internal civil wars. In this article it is considered the
political history of Golden Orda in the first part of XV century especially the fight of khans for the throne in
the final period of existence of Dzhuchy ulus that was the final decay of powerful state in Eurasia.
We should mark three periods of political fight in Golden Orda:

1. The fight for the throne among pretenders for the Golden Orda throne as Ulug-Mukhammed,
Khudaidat, Devlet-Berdy and Barak in the 20s of XV century;

2. Continue of wars for the throne among Ulu-Mukhammed, Kishi-Mukhammed and Seit-Akhmet
in the 30s of XV century;

3. The final period of Golden Orda decay as the rule of nominal khan Kishi-Mukhammed (son of Timur-
khan) with whose death the state fell.

In 1419 Ulu-Mukhammed:got the throne in Saray (descendant of Tukay-Timur) who disputed the pow-
er in Orda for the long time. He used the support of Crimea noblemen such as emir Tekiye fron the clan
of shirin. He managed to.get the power in Volga Bulgary, Khadzhy-Tarkhan and declare himself as khan.
But his government was not long as in this period one more pretender for the throne appeared in the political
scene — Barak the son of Koyirshak and the grandson of Orys-khan who got the support from the noblemen
of Blue Orda(in.other sources as Ak Orda) and especially the son of Yedygye emir Mansur. Also we should
notice that in the western part of Orda the situation got worse because there ruled cousins of Ulu-
Mukhammed as Kudaidat and Devlet-Berdy who were independent governors and wanted to get the throne
of Golden Orda. In 1422-1423 Barak won the war with Ulu-Mukhammed supported by mangyts and got
the biggest part of the Golden Orda territory and declared himself as khan. Ulu-Mukhammed managed
to escape to Lithuania where he was supported by Vitovt. In this period this situation was used by Kudaidat
who pretended to throne. Barak khan won in this fight defeated Kudaidat in 1423. Further, Kudaidat was fi-
nally defeated by the army of Lithuanian prince Vitovt in 1424 and probably he was killed as later there was
not any information about him. In the same year Vitovt helped Ulu-Mukhammed who returned Crimea
to himself. In 1426 Ulu-Mukhammed managed to win the fight at Saray-Bereke over Barak who had to escape
to the east. The unity of Golden Orda did not last for long. One more pretender for the throne was Devlet-
Berdy who got the power in Crimea. The result was the new conflict among chingizids [2; 135].
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In 1427 Barak returned again in povolzhiye. He managed to conquer Saray of Ulu-Mukhammed.
So Ulu-Mukhammed managed to save power in Bulgary and Khadzhy-Tarkhan. According to conditions in
the period of civil wars in 1428 Devlet-Berdy left Crimea and defeated Barak, conquered Saray and declared
himself as khan. But Barak-khan could assemble the rest of his army and go to counter-offensive and finally
defeated Devlet-Berdy and return to the capital. Ulu-Mukhammed used this situation and drove away Barak-
khan from Saray having attacked him. In 142801429 Barak died as he was killed by nogay biys Gazy and
Nauryz the sons of Yedigye revenging khan for execution of his elder brother Mansur. So we should notice
that Ulu-Mukhammed-khan eliminated all his enemies with hands of other people in the fight for the power.
The unity of Golden Orda reestablished and centralization of the power started.

We had to pay attention to the foreign policy of khans in this period and its relations with other coun-
tries especially with Osman Empire. Having returned his throne Ulu-Mukhammed tried to force his authority
of Golden Orda in the international area. The correspondence with the Turkish sultan Murat I can be a proof
of that. There is one letter which was found in the museum archive of Topkapa in Istanbul. This letter’had
an important meaning to understand the events happened in Golden Orda in this period.

This letter was written on the 14 March 1428. There was following information: «With the favor of the
God, the sign of prophet Mukhammad. From Mukhammad gazy to Murad. Peace and respect to you.
Our previous brothers-khans and your fathers, sultans of vilayets Rum, rum and elder brothers sent ambassa-
dors for many times to each other, exchanged with presents and greetings, had trade among merchants-urtaks
and had good relations...». Further in the letter it was told about the win of Ulu-Mukhammed over the ene-
mies and offer to renovate friendship and unity which was supported by their-ancestors. We can see from the
letter that relations among governors of the powerful empire were very warm that was roved by this:
«... Now... for two of us... one century... as the throne was given, with help of the God and traditions
of our ancestors we should have good relations to each other. If we exchange presents and greetings, ambas-
sadors, if our merchants visit each other is not it the blessing? [As] all is transient and it will stay forever...»
[3; 334]. Unfortunately, the text of the letter was not saved fully, some parts suffered from moisture and
could not be read.

In 1429 Ulu-Mukhammed sent the letter to the governor of Egypt Barysbay. These letters were left
without answers that proves the next fact exactly the military union with German Emperor Sigizmund
against Turkish. But this agreement did not work-because of some reasons.

In the same period Ulu-Mulkammed had correspondence to the prince Vitovt and great master of Livon
order. All this events to improve international prestige were finished because of the started rebellions in the
Golden Orda.

The agony of fight for the throne got the new phase with the appearance in Khadzhy-Tarkhan in 1428
of the new pretender for throne of Mukhammed-sultan Timur-khan who was supported by nogay biys Gazy
and Nauryz who we had told about before. It was related to the draught and fame in Povolzhiye. Ulu-
Mukhammed could not help his people to fight this misfortunes as the result most of them pushed off him
and supported the new governor of Orda Kishy-Mukhammed. We should notice that contemporaries in order
not to mix up two competitors for the power decided to call the son of Timur-khan as Kishy-Mukhammed.

It seems that the fight of Ulu-Mukhammed for the throne was lost but one case helped him. That was
the quarrel among Lishy-Mukhammed and nogay biys the sons of Yedigye. One biy Gazy started to serve
to shaibanids Dzhumaduk-khan, the new governor of the Eastern Desht-and-Kipchak and the second Nauryz
started to serve to Ulu-Mukhammed who made him his beklyarbek. The rise of nogay biy offended other
powerful ‘emirs Tekiye and Khaidar who always supported khans in difficult periods. Later the relations be-
tween khans spoilt a lot.

We should notice that at the end of 1420-the beginning of 1430s Ulu-Mukhammed was considered
as the top khan in Golden Orda. In 1432 khan gave the label to great princedom for Moscow prince Vassiliy
II. Displeased with the policy of Ulu-Mukhammed emirs Tekiye and Khaidar left from him to Crimea with
all the followers especially in the period when Kishy-Mukhammed fought against the khan in 1432 again.
Displeased with the left from Ulu-Mukhammed emirs decided to take away the peninsula from him: they
declared Kerim-berdy the grandson of Toktamysh as khan of Seit-Akhmet whose power was admitted by all
the Crimea.

In 1430 prince Vitovt who was the ally of Ulu-Mukhammed died in Lithuania. The long-last war for the
throne started in the great princedom of Lithuania among the successors. Ulu-Mukhammed intervened in the
war in order to have an agreement of military union with one of them supporting either one or other. But this
attempt was not successful. After Tekiye and Khaidar left Ulu-Mukhammed he had to use diplomacy to save
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the power under some previous territories having agreed to Kishy-Mukhammed. He refused to pretend
to Povolzhiye and saved his territory to the west from Volga including Crimea and Northern Prichernomoriye [4].

In the middle Povolzhiye in fact appeared independent Kazan khanate under the government of Giyas
ad-Din. During 1433-36 in Golden Orda there was the parity of three khans: Ulu-Mukhammed, Kishy-
Mukhammed and Seit-Akhmet. The situation was so unusual that in 1434 the great Moscow prince Vassiliy
II paid contribution to all three khans. This fact shows that there was triumvirate (peaceful) as every of them
was independent governor in his territory. That is why there were not any fights. According to the words
of Venice diplomat Barbara I who visited Golden Orda in that period Ulu-Mukhammed was nominally con-
sidered as elder khan [5; 198].

In 1436-1437 the balance was broken. Beklyarbek Nauryz who did not get on well with' Ulu-
Mukhammed supported Kishy-Mukhammed. In this period Ulu-Mukhammed attacked Seit-Akhmet and later
Lishy-Mukhammed. But Kishy-Mukhammed did not manage to defeat his competitor as<Kazan governor
Giyas ad-Din attacked him from the back. Kishy-Mukhammed had to return to guard his nominal capital.
He managed to defeat Giyas ad-Din (who was killed in the fight) and come back to Saray. Ulu-Mukhammed
had to leave to Crimea where he soon argued to the local emir Khaidar who asked help at Seit-Akhmet.

As he did not hope to win Ulu-Mukhammed with the army of 3 thousand people left to Crimea at the
end of 1437 and directed to Moscow princedom where he got the boarder city Byelyev. Nominally byelyev
princes were under the power of Lithuania. While he was in Byelyev Ulu-Mukhammed had a military
agreement with Moscow prince Vassiliy II. Soon to the camp of Ulu-Mukhammed arrived a lot of followers.
That made byelyev princes worried and they asked Moscow prince to decide this problem. This situation
influenced on the relation break among Ulu-Mukhammed and Vassiliy IIl. Moscow prince categorically
asked khan to leave the city Byelyev. After the refuse of khan prince Vassiliy decided to send the army
against Ulu-Mukhammed.

On the 5 December 1437 in the fight under the city Byelyev 40 thousand Russian army was defeated
by Ulu-Mukhammed. This fight is an important event that forced the power and authority of Ulu-
Mukhammed in the Middle Povolzhiye. After the fight khan decided to leave the territory of Russia to Kazan
where he established the new khanate Kazan. Having strengthened in the Middle Povolzhiye Ulu-
Mukhammed decide to renovate his power under Moscow princedom that paid contributions before and
whose princes got labels to princedoms. Military actions against Moscow started in spring of 1439. He was
able to occupy the city Nizhniy Novgorod; went to Moscow and burnt its posads. In this period Ulu-
Mukhammed did not have to resist his ex-énemies Seit-Akhmet and Kishy-Mukhammed. He was able to put
in order relations with Caucasus vassals of Golden Orda as Circassians who he got support for his army
from. In 1440 Ulu-Mukhammed intervened the cases of Northern-Eastern Russia and especially resisted the
strengthen of Moscow prince power in the Middle Povolzhiye. For example, in 1442 khan gave the label
to Nizhniy Novgorod prince Daniil Borisovich. At one of the attacks to Russain territories his son Mustafa
died. In 1444 after the death of prince Daniil Moscow deputies tried to get Nizhniy Novgorod but Ulu-
Mulhammed managed to_get the city by attack. He made the city as foothold of his army to move to Russian
territory. After the capture of the city Murom by Ulu-Mukhammed Moscow prince gathered his army and
marched to defeat khan. To help Vassiliy II armies of other Russian princedoms arrived. The march of Rus-
sian army was not successful as Ulu-Mukhammed did not fight openly and left Murom.

The military confrontation of two governors finished with the fight under Suzdal. In the fight at the riv-
er Nerly on'the 7 July 1445 Russian army were defeated and the prince was captured. Later prince paid con-
tribution in_amount of 200 000 rubles for his freedom and admitted himself as the vassal of khan Ulu-
Mukhammed. In autumn 1445 Ulu-Mukhammed died and all his power goes to his son Makhmud [6; 76].

The government of Golden Orda khan Ulu-Mukhammed finished in this way. His life was devoted
to the fight for power. Replaced by his competitors from Orda and lost authority Ulu-Mukhammed managed
to renovate his prestige set his power under Russian territories as well as Kazan khanate.

In 30—40s XV century in Golden Orda the main competitor of Kishy-Mukhammed was Seit-Akhmet
who owned steppes from Volga to Dnepr and is considered as the founder of Great Orda. Kishy-
Mukhammed nominally was the last khan of Golden Orda but there is a little information about him. Proba-
bly, for all the period of his government Kishy-Mukhammed tried to renovate the unity of Golden Orda.

There is most information about the period of government of khan Seit-Akhmet who started the fight
during the final period of Golden Orda decay. He was born and grew up in the territory of Great princedom
Lithuania. As well as Ulu-Mukhammed he intervened to deals of Lithuanian princedom in 30s of Xv centu-
ry. As it was marked before Seit-Akhmet was declared as khan in Cremia with the help of emir Khaidar
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in 1432. In 1441 at the result of war with Khadzhy-Girey he lost his power under Crimea. Khadzhy-Girey
was the relative of Seit-Akhmet. And Seit-Akhmet started the war with Kishy-Mukhammed for the Northern
Prichernomorye and Povolzhye. He marched to Poland-Lithuanian area and in 1448-1451 Seit-Akhmet
intervened into the civil war of Lithuanian princes for the throne. He devastated and attacked the territory
of Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania. The next important direction in the policy was Moscow princedom. He tried
to make Vassiliy II pay contribution. There are well-known marches in 1449—1450 to the territory of North-
ern-Eastern Russia. In June 1451 the son of Seit-Akhmet Mazovsha with the cavalry could cross over the
river Oka and intervened the Moscow. The people of Orda fired posads but were beat off the Kremlin and
left the city at night.

In 1445 and 1459 Seit-Akhmet tried to march to the territories of Moscow prince but unsuccessfully.
In this period khan of Great Orda marched to the territories of southern part of Great Lithuanian princedom.
In 1455 after the march to Podoliya Seit-Akhmet was defeated in the back way at the Dnepr with the army
of Crimea khan Khadzhy-Girey. With the rest of army Seit-Akhmet arrived to Kiyev, he was arrested and
sent to Lithuanian prince Kazimir Yagellonchil where he lived for the rest of his life as the honorable prison-
er [7; 89].

The territory of native lands of Golden Orda was between the Volga and Dnepr where the last khan
Kishy-Mukhammed (1437—-1459) ruled. In this period its capital Saray-Berke was devastated for many times
because of frequent wars as the result the number of population reduced and also many tribes left Povolzhiye
looking for the protection at his enemies as Ulu-Mukhammed, Seit-Akhmet and Khadzhy-Girey [8]. The lo-
cation of the last khan was the city Khadzhy-Tarkhan. There we should notice that after the death of Kishy-
Mukhammed the Golden Orda got the name Great Orda whose khan was his son Makhmud (1459-1465).
By this time there formed some khanates in the territory of previous:Golden Orda among which we can mark
Crimea khanate (1443—1783), Siberian khanate (1468—1598), Kazan khanate (1438—1552), Astrakhan khan-
ate (1465—-1556) and Kazakh khanate that was founded by the son of Barak-khan Abu Saif Dzhanibek and
his relative sultan Kerey in the western Semirechiye, the field of the river Chu and Talas.

Totally we have considered the period of civil wars between khans-dzhuchids in the Golden Orda
in 20-50s of XV century and marked three periodstof fight for the power in the history of this state.
We should mark some reasons of Golden Orda decay as:

1. Non-stop civil wars among the khans;

2. Intervention of Lithuanian and Russian princes into the civil wars of khans;

3. Frequent epidemics and bad harvest in steppe that made the amount of population less.

We should say about the special role of Golden Orda khans as Ulu-Mukhammed and Barak who despite
all the difficulties of internal and international situation of Dzhuchy ulus tried to make centralization of the
power and force their authority .at the sight of Eurasian states and made everything to save the territory
of Golden Orda unlike their competitors (Kudaidatm Devlet-Berdy, Giyas-ad-Din, Kishy-Mukhammed, Seit-
Akhmet, Khadzhy-Girey). The ulus system led to disunity and final decay of Mongolian-Turkic state
as Golden Orda.
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III.InusicoB, A.OTebaeBa

AateiH Opaanbig Kyiipeyi: XV f. 20-50 sxox. Eypasusizarsl casic YCTeMIIK YIIIH
Aatbin Opaa xanaapbi-2Kombl YPHaKTapbIHbIH KAPChI TYPYbI

Maxkamaga XV raceIpibIH OipiHII >kapTHICEIHAAFE! ANTEIH OpIaHbBIH XaHAAphl apachIHIAFBl CasiCH KYpec
Tapuxsl cyperrenret. Jlon ockl yakeitta Eypasust aymarbinaa yibsic XKomibl e3iHiH 0osFaH KyaThIH XOFajTa
Gacraran. AuntbiH Opaagarbl casCH TapUXThIH KedeHiepi Oenrijenren. blapiparan Antei OpraHslg
Op YJIbICTapbIHAH KEJTeH YMITKepiep, aTan aiTKaHna, 3aHabsl XxaH Yibl-Myxammen neH IIIbIHFbICXaHHBIH
YPIaKTapbl apachlHAAFbl XaH TarblHA Kypec kepcerineai. JKowibl YIBICHIHBIH COHFBl XaHIAPbIHBIH OWIIriHIH
epeKIIeNiKTepi OeNriieHreH, oNapAbIH iMIKi )KOHE CBHIPTKBI CascaThl TiKeJel XaHHBIH OWIIri MEH MEMIJICKETTI
HBIFaliTyra OarbITTanFaH. BITIEHTIH e3apa COFBIC, TaKKa Tanacy, AeMOTpadisUIbIK XKOHE IKOHOMUKAIIBIK
JaFapbIcTap KyAipeTTi MEMJIEKeTTiH KyJlayblHa OKEJil COFaJbl.

II.MnesicoB, A.YTebaeBa

Pacnaa 3oJ10Toii Opabl: IPOTHBOCTOSTHHE 30JI0TOOPABIHCKUX XaHOB-IKY4H/10B
3a MOJIMTHYeCKoe rocnoacTso B EBpasuu B 20-50-¢ roabr XV Beka

B crarse onmceIBaeTCss HCTOPHS MONMUTHYECKOH O0pBOBI Mexay xaHamu 301moToid OpAbl B EPBOH IOJIOBUHE
XV B. UmenHo B 370 Bpems yiryc JpKydn Hadal TepsATh cBoe OBIIIOE MOTYIIECTBO Ha TeppuTopun EBpasum.
Brigenenst stansl nonmtndeckoit ucropuu B 3osoroit Oppe. Ilokasana Gopbsba MexIy NpeTeHAeHTaMH
Ha XaHCKUH TIPECTON, a HMMEHHO MEeXAy 3aKOHHBIM XaHOM  Yiayr-MyxamMMeIoM M UHHTH3UAaMHU,
NPUIIEANINMI W3 Pa3HBIX yIycoB pacmagasuiedicss 3omotoit Opubl. OTMedeHbl OCOOCHHOCTH MpPAaBIECHHS
MOCIETHUX XaHOB ymyca JIXKyduu, BHYTPEHHSAsS M BHEUIHSS IOJMTHKAa KOTOPBIX HETOCPEACTBEHHO ObLIa
HalpaBJieHa Ha YCHJIEHHE XaHCKOW BJAacTH M rocyjaapctsa. Hempekpamiaromuecss Mexa0ycoOHIsl, 6opsoa
3a IIPeCTolI, AeMOTpadHIECKUi 1 SKOHOMHUYECKUH KPU3HCH! IPUBOAAT K TaJIEHHIO MOTYIECTBEHHOTO TOCY-
JlapcTBa.
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