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Language is a dynamic system. It constantly changes-and develops. Such
changes can be easily observed on the phonetic level. The Received Pronunciation
was described by Daniel Jones in the early 20" century, so we can suppose that a
hundred years later, it is not rather relevant anymore."More and more people tend to
use more modern accents and the learners of the English language should be aware of
such a tendency to sound more native-like."We can discern several distinct fates for
the centering diphthongs /va/, 1o/ and /es/ in the contemporary pronunciation of
standard southern British English. In our work, we are based on the research,
conducted by Professor Geoff-Lindsey, devoted to the description of modern trends in
the development of Received Pronunciation.

We also did our own-corpus-driven analysis of the linguistic data. Its aim was
to confirm the. phonetician's hypothesis and compare modern trends in the
pronunciation of the centering diphthongs in RP and General Australian.

The objectives of the research were:

1) to describe the modern trends in the pronunciation of the centering
diphthongs in RP;

2)  to conduct a corpus-driven analysis of the contemporary pronunciation
of British and Australian native speakers;

3)  to make conclusions about the relevance of the centring diphthongs in

the present-day English.
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So, according to Geoff Lindsey [Lindsey, 2012] there are 3 modern trends in
the development of centring diphthongs /va/, /1a/ and /ea/: merger, varisyllabicity and
monophthonging. However, it’s noteworthy that not all of these diphthongs have
undergone each of the fates.

Trend 1. Merger. Merger is a phenomenon in which a diphthong coincides in
the phonetic realization with an already existing monophthong. At the same time,
there is a certain amount of variability. Now, even in the south of England,one can
find the examples of merger of the diphthong /va/ with the monophthong /o:/
[Lindsey, 2012]. So, the words endure, moor, tour, etc. are pronounced with the /o:/
vowel. At the same time, merger of the diphthong /va/ with the./u:/ vowel is also
rather frequent. The words Europe, rural and tourist are practically never heard with a
centring diphthong /va/. The vowel here tends to be realized as a monophthong that
may be interpreted as a variant of /u:/.

Trend 2. Varisyllabicity. Varisyllabicity is a phenomenon in which a diphthong
Is divided into 2 syllables, forming two separate sounds. This trend is widely
exhibited by the set of words with the diphthongs /va/ u /1a/. These should be
analyzed, respectively, as /u:..o/, smoothable to /u:/ and /1:..a/, smoothable to /r./
[Lindsey, 2012]. To illustrate varisyllabicity, we can provide two pairs of words —
near and nearly; secure and security. The first members sound disyllabic while the
second members, in which further syllables follow within the word, exhibit
smoothed-and-compressed monosyllabic variants. Moreover, the smooth diphthong
[val of security is.not only monosyllabic but also monophthongal.

Trend 3..Monophthonging. Monophthonging is a phenomenon in which a
diphthong turns into a new monophthong. For the /va/ vowel, far more common
today is a monophthongal realization, with a rounded central quality which can be
transcribed as /e:/ [Lindsey, 2012]. The monophthong sounds similar to /3:/ but is
distinct from it. If we compare these two sounds in the words pure and fern, it
becomes obvious that /3:/ vowel is clearly more front and open. There is also an

increasing number of speakers for whom the diphthong /1a/ has become a long
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monophthong /i:/. These speakers never say /hi1o/, but only the smooth form /hi:/. The
centring diphthong /ea/ is relatively well preserved in lower-class speech. In modern
world it is much common to use the contemporary monophthong /e:/ like in square or
mayor.

We conducted our own corpus-driven analysis that enabled us to investigate
the modern tendency in the pronunciation of the centering diphthongs described by
Geoff Lindsey. Our aim was to check if we can really state that the RP<style of
pronunciation is becoming old-fashioned and not common in Great Britain of the 21°
century and also to compare it with the Australian variant of English. For each of the
diphthongs 3 monosyllabic lexemes were chosen. We analyzed 30 video examples
for each lexeme, a total of 90 examples for each diphthong.with native speakers of
British English and 90 videos with native speakers of Australian English. For this
purpose, we used the database Youglish which allows:searching for particular words
on Youtube video hosting. The parameters for selecting the informants were the
pronunciation variant (British and Australian) and age (up to 45-50 years). Methods
such as perceptual phonetic analysis and the method of descriptive statistics were
used in the research.

To follow the modern trends in the pronunciation of the diphthong /va/ we

considered the words sure, poor; pure.
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Figure 1. Centring diphthong /va/

As can be seen from the graph, 88% of native speakers of the British and 68%
of native speakers of the Australian variants exhibit the tendency to trend 1 (merger),
I.e. they pronounced the word sure with the sound /o:/. Monophthonging and
varisyllabicity is less popular as well as the diphthong /va/. Therefore, for this
diphthong in both variants of the English language, merger is more relevant.

We can also follow the modern trends in pronunciation of the diphthong /1a/ in

the words real, hear and clear.

71,67%

58,33%

36,67%

16:67%

‘ 9 11,67%
\ r 5,00%

monophthonging varisyllabicity diphthong
BrE = AusE

Figure 2. Centring diphthong /1a/

58% of native speakers of British and 72% of native speakers of Australian
variants pronounced the word real with a long monophthong /i:/. However, we see
that trend 2. (varisyllabicity) is also quite popular, especially in British English: 37%
of speakers. pronounced the word clear as /kli:.o/. The traditional diphthong /1a/
occurs less frequently in the speech of native speakers — only 5 and 12%. Regarding
this diphthong, we can say that the most characteristic trend here is the trend 3 —
monophthonging, but varisyllabicity also has a right to be mentioned.

Analysing the pronunciation of the diphthong /ea/ we considered the words

care, there and fair.
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Figure 3. Centring diphthong /ea/

The overwhelming majority of native speakers of both variantsof English (93
and 88%) pronounced the analyzed words with the monophthong /e:/, i.e. we can
trace the third trend (monophthonging), while only a few informants used the RP-
diphthong /ea/.

Based on the work done, we can confirm that the modern tendencies in the
pronunciation of the centering diphthongs can be easily found in the speech of the
native speakers of both British and Australian variants of English. We can also
conclude that the RP-pronunciation of the diphthongs under consideration is
gradually becoming old-fashioned and is used quite rarely, so it seems appropriate to
acquaint students of the.Foreign Languages Department (future teachers) with the

modern trends in the development of pronunciation standards.
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Kupunnosa K. A.
YyBanickuii rocy1apCTBEHHBIN I1€1arOTMYEeCKUN yHuBepcuTeT uMenu M. 5.
SAxosnena, r. Uebokcapsl, Poccuiickas deneparus
META®OPA B AHI'JIOA3BIYHOM S KOHOMUWYECKOM
TEPMHWHOJIOT' T

N3yuenue metadopsl B MOCIEAHUE ACCATHIETHS XapaKTEPU3YETCs BBIXOJIOM
Ha KayeCTBEHHO HOBBIM YPOBEHb. YUYEHbIE HCCIEAYIOT & CMbICIO00pa3yIonye
(GYHKIMH ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTH MeTa(popbl BMECTO CTUIMETHUYECKHX XapaKTepUCTUK. B
COBPEMEHHOW JIMHIBUCTUKE MeTapopruyeckas HOMUHALNS BHOCUT BECOMbIM BKIJIAJ B
CO3/IaHH€ OTpaciieBO TEPMHUHOJOTHH.  TE€PMHHONOTHS  SBISETCA OOBEKTOM
MOCTOSIHHBIX HM3MEHEHUWHM | TmpeoOpa3zoBaHuWid. Mertadopusanuss Kak OAUH U3
CEMaHTMYECKUX  BUJOB  OOpa3oBaHMs  TEPMUHOB  sBJIseTcs  Haubosee
pacmpoCTpaHEHHBIM  CIMOCOOOM.  AKTYyaJbHOCTh  JAHHOTO  HWCCIICTOBAHMS
ONPENEIIAETCS HENOCTATOMHOCTBIO JIMHTBUCTUYECKUX HCCIENOBAHUNA B POCCUHCKOU
HayKe B o0yiactu uzydeHusi-peHomena metadopbl B OTPACIEBBIX HAYYHBIX 00JIACTSX,
0COOEHHO B 00TaCTU aHTTOSA3BIYHON YKOHOMHUKH.

JlnutenpHBIN TIEprUo1 BpeMeHU MeTadopa paccMaTpuBajach Kak «HEUTO BPOJIE
yAaa4yHou yiaoBkW» [Puuapnac A., 1990], «yMecTHOE JMIIb B HEKOTOPBIX CIydasx»
[Puuapac A., 1990] u cumTanoch HEIOMYCTUMOM Ui sS3bIKa HaykKu. [10 MHEHHIO
COBPEMEHHHUKOB, OHA YaCTO MPOTUBONOCTABIISLIACH SICHOMY HAay4HOMY H3JI0KEHUIO.
KorHuTuBHBIN MOAX0J K M3y4EHHIO MeTaopbl OCYIIECTBIIM B CBOeH pabote JIxk.
Jlakkop m M. JIxoHCOH. JIMHTBHUCTBI paccMoTpenn wmeTadopy Kak crocod
opranm3aliii U 0ObsAcCHeHuss Marepuana. «Meradopa — 3TO pe3ysbTar

MBICTUTEILHOM OIepaliui, UHTEPIIpETalls SBJICHUN OJHON MOHATUHHON cdephl Ha
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