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Using of traditional practices in childcare
in modern Kazakh society

The article describes the practice on using labor of «assistant girls», which are practicing in modern Kazakh
families for childcare. In particular, we will describe the experience of the Kazakh married couple, which
must follow the tradition of the nomadic society to provide childcare, do homework. We will considérurban
couples, middle-class people with two or more children residing in the capital of Kazakhstan. In{this case,
Kazakhstan did not become the exception. In changing Kazakh society the family policy can be characterized
as traditional, pronatalists and familists which ares focused on standard family model (father, mother and
children). In public, media, academic discourses the idea on necessity in revival of the familyfinstitdtion as
stronghold for the nation in which a woman plays traditional roles — wife and mother, and the man shall
provide economic responsibility for ensuring the family. In fact, Kazakh neotraditionalismmbecomnies the' state
ideology in the changing society. But this ideology is badly supported with the @perating social policy. The
state provides a number of necessary minimum (paid maternity leave, workplace resetvation, social security
for childcare and kindergartens), absolutely ignoring diversified forms of modern Kazakl families (one par-
ent families, full families, families with many children, childless and etc.), m@tivesgfoschildren birth, need of
certain social services connected with care and childcare. Under this article wewill try to describe practices
of Kazakh families concerning childcare which are different from the ideological, standards approved the
state. In particular, we are interested as Kazakh married coupleafollowsytraditions of the nomadic society in
childcare.
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In many post-Soviet states political, economicgsecial‘transformations of the 90’s to different extents
were followed by revival of traditional values and setious ¢hanges in official ideology of family policy.

In this case, Kazakhstan did not become the exeeption. In changing Kazakh society the family policy
can be characterized as traditional, pronatalists andyfamilists which ares focused on standard family model
(father, mother and children). In public, media, academic’discourses the idea on necessity in revival of the
family institution as stronghold for theghation in®which a woman plays traditional roles — wife and mother,
and the man shall provide economic gesponsibility for ensuring the family [1].

In fact, Kazakh neotraditionalismbecomes the state ideology in the changing society. But this ideology
is badly supported with the operating 'social policy. The state provides a number of necessary minimum (paid
maternity leave, workplace fesetvation, social security for childcare and kindergartens), absolutely ignoring
diversified forms of modern'Kazakh families (one parent families, full families, families with many children,
childless and etc.), mofivesiforéehildren birth, need of certain social services connected with care and child-
care.

So, if in Russian gender order, under words E.Zdravomyslova «...the paid house work is becoming
more popular. “marketiof nurses is diversified...there is marked increase in demand for these services» [2],
so in Kazakhefamilies are popular traditional practice which have arisen and got their justification in the pe-
riod of nomadic society.

Under this¢article we will try to describe practices of Kazakh families concerning childcare which are
different from the ideological standards approved the state. In particular, we are interested as Kazakh married
couple follows traditions of the nomadic society in childcare. We will study city married couple, with two or
morejehildren, representatives of the middle class. The matter is that as show researches [3] representatives
of the city middle class are motivated to implement gender contract «working mother» and «supporter fa-
ther». «Gender contract is inseparably connected with the social policy. Moreover, social policy defines the
hegemonic gender contract. Soviet gender contract «working mother» assumed institutional support ordered
by the state and the society of female role» [2]. Today, in Kazakhstan, in our opinion, there are no exact for-
mulated gender contracts. More likely, there is a certain mix which is contained of both traditional and Sovi-
et, and modern practices. The choice of the given practices is caused by the individual biography both the
individual and the family.
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As the theoretical basis we use the ways of the Australian sociologist R. Connell which applies general
paradigm in gender researches, using meaning «structure» and «practice» which he borrows from
E. Giddens. General paradigm in sociology arises as attempt to overcome opposition objective (social struc-
ture) and subjective (actions of the agent). In the structuration theory of e. Giddens, the structure and practice
are connected as follows: human practice always assumes existence of social structure in the sense that it
includes social rules and resources [4]. The structure described E. Giddens as structuring qualities allowing
«to connect» time and place in social systems, qualities which cause existence of more or less identical social
practices in time and place and which provide «systematic» form [4].

Using the general paradigm, R. Connell suggests describing structure, to find out what it is in this situa-
tion, and then to study as the structure limits free implementation on practice. Practice in this meaning\pre-
sents transformation of the concrete situation in a certain way in compliance or contrary togthe Stmucture.
Above-mentioned structural models are the main elements of any gender order or gendergegime. Connell
introduces a concept «gender order» understood as number of daily practices and structural cenditions organ-
izing interaction of sexes on different society levels [4] as follows:

v' institutional (social institutes regulating sex behavior),

v" ideological (gender ideologies and discourses, gender behavior standards),
v" symbolic (ideas of masculinity-femininity)

v" daily (gender identities).

Thus, using R.Connell’s point of view, we will analyze how objectively set(structures in the form of
dominating discourse, actions of the state institutes and the state social policyminfluence on daily practices of
individuals in family and marriage and how authors adapt under the existingtructures.

Our article will be devoted to the description and the analysis,traditionséwhich we have formal desig-
nated as «the girl assistant». This practice means, use of the labor 0fithe young girl/woman, distant relative
from the city or rural areas which have experience of housekeeping and‘¢hildcare. Her stay in own family is
a problem as the family has no financial opportunities to payfor het education or marry her. But there are
relatives who live in the city, they have good financial@supportyand they have children to look after. As
«payment» for her work the accepting family undertakesyto provide her with food, clothes, sometimes paying
for her education in the institute .

It should be noted that this practice has noginguistic. designation. So, in one historical source describing
life of Kazakhs (see N.E.Massanov, Zh.Y. Abylkhozhin, 1.V.Erofeev, A.N.Alekseenko, G.S.Baratova,
S.G.Klyashtorny, T.I.Sultanov, A.l.Levshih, W.A .Kislyakov) is not mentioned this tradition, but from con-
versations with Kazakh females, everybody agreed that there is such experience or existence of the men-
tioned above practice [5].

Under this article as an example wewill consider a case of one informant A. who entering the Universi-
ty in Astana, has come to live withyher aunt. The girl is 20 years old, she is from city family of the middle
class. There are four peoplefin the,aunt’s family (a husband — a state worker, a daughter — 17 years old, a
son is 10 and a daughter_is 1,5 months). We have called this interview as «help, listen, clean up».

The interview cofisiststef several thematic blocks. The first block is devoted to the description of the
moving and the rules,‘which/should follow the informant in a new family. The aunt’s family is described in
the second blockf(theystatiis’of the members, relations between parents and children). And in the third block
A. tells about men and'their duties in the house and homework. In the fourth block she tells about her future
plans.

1 blocks«new family»

L: Didyou have a variant to live in the hostel or rent a flat?

A.: [ submitted the application, but everything is artificial, a place for me, but my mother and aunt
communicate very well. They are close and the aunt offered herself...

L.: Did you discuss with your mother how you would live and the conditions of living? You come not to
your own family...

A.: Of course! You should clean yourself and so on... such details...help, listen, clean...

L.: And what does it mean «help»?

* In the period from January till May, 2014 there were interviewed some girls, living in the families of their relatives and tak-
ing care of their house and children in Astana and Karaganda. The age of the girls varies from 17 to 25. The way of searching in-
formants is the method of the snowball.
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A.: At home... As I understand wash dishes... Well, what my uncle will ask me to do and on my own

initiative, if I see where my help is needed....
2 block: «aunt’s family»:

A.: - A state worker, is very important (aunt)... This child is more for the uncle... The fact that all
friends have 3—4 children. Everybody told them why it’s not enough children and so on....She wants to
work...but what about baby..., As I think they want to find a nurse. And therefore as the baby is old enough
they will hire a nurse, and aunt will get back to work...And now I must go shopping...I have to do the biggest
part of duties...

3 block: duties of the «girl assistant»:

L.: - If to consider your average day, how do you plan it?

A.: - I get up early, my brother gets up with me...I must take care of him... before aunpwokesup \but
not very often...usually I do... It is breakfast for two, help him to get ready, we leave together. First, I take
him to school, after I go to the University...At the beginning it strained me, but in general 4s fine and ¥'am
quiet...

L.: - And now when the baby was born, you told it became a little difficult?

A.: - Yes, you are right. I do not sleep enough, happens...I must go shopping, make porridge, wash di-
apers, to bring that...check if the baby sleeps or not...some things like these...

4 block: mark given by informant of its status «the girl-assistant»:

A.: - But psychologically I understand that I live in this family and bmust vealize this...but also it is
tradition that this is a grown up person and in spite of the fact that they/areginy, relatives, this is not my
house. This is not close aunt though we communicate too close, I feel subovdination...Traditions customs —
this all is my life...I have not done anything very important...

5 block: men’s duties at home

A.: - The uncle is very kind. Not every uncle would do thessame.."\He makes atmosphere in the family.
He is very kind, quiet...His work allows him to be at home\and work. He works 3 times per day for some
hours...Sometimes he cooks...He does it seldom only when he wants...To do some physical work I do not
know...

L.: - And what about your brother?

A.: - The brother does not do anything ...He finishes the 4" form. He is little and does not listen to me
much, but respects in principle...He does not{get updhimself, but he makes his bag himself...I help him to do
his lessons...Sometimes...I am sorry for him\he tells that'he is tired and so I put my plans away on the se-
cond plan. I study well. Sometimes I can..

6 block: «family hierarchy»:

A.: - [ told before when the littlesister was very chaotic (elder daughter of the aunt, cousin who is 17,
before going to study abroad). Now. everything is ok, sometimes it can be... tulle push, I do not like and so
on...as the cousin left there was not amny orders if only in the kitchen. F.ex.: Put the rug not right and some-
thing like this.

L.: - Can you tell moredetailed about this situation (1 mean the conflict between the informant and her
cousin). What had happened?

A.: - I think iBlasted” for a long time. It was often like wash the dishes. «I cannot. I feel myself bady.
(cousin) and somethingylike this...in spite of the fact that she is younger, she can hurt me... She told me
«Clean brother)s room»... I told that it was clean there...and she for harm «no, it is not clean, you will clean
it! Ltold yougeledn!» and this hurt me, I entered the room, closed the door and told her if she spoke to me in
this way, Fwould also speak in another way to her!»...Her parents heard this but they kept silence...I got
angryland when she passed by, she told «If I tell you must, it means you must!» This hurt me very much!!!
...Her tone and words...All together... Though on the place of my aunt I would tell her that she was wrong...
She hurt me and humiliated in front of all family.

A.: - Sometimes, she tells «you do nothing». You cannot cook in your 20s» (aunt)... but her words are
not serious. But there was the situation last year. She told me to take a schoolbag but I was in a hurry and
forgot. It was something with something!!! I got in trouble!!! I told, «We are 3!!! Why I?» «I told you about it»
(aunt)!!!

7 block: «future plans»:
L.: -Won't you be back there?
A.: - No...What for? She often tells me, don’t forget I cooked for you and etc. and many like this...
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L: - Would you like to live in this family for the second time? Better to tell, there is a choice the hostel,
to rent a flat or in aunt’s family?
A.: - At the moment I will prefer to rent a flat...

Having made a number of interviews with the «girls-assistants» we have made the following conclu-
sions:

1. The system of gender inequality has considerably become tougher in Kazakhstan under capitalist re-
lations and free market when the state has removed from itself obligations to provide minimum of social ser-
vices and put actors in the situation to look for its own strategies, «recipes» to solve problems on housekeep-
ing, caring and education children.

2. One of such ways of adaption, «recipes» developed in Kazakh families of middle class is to use labor
of young girls «assistants.

3. Daily, household relations in Kazakh families has changed much especially concerniflg such ctiteri-
on as age. It means demonstration and full submission younger by the senior.

4. Gender inequality is developed by women themselves who keep and pass to the next generation of
women value and norm of obedience, respect, honoring of seniors, especially men.

5. Duties at home are gender marked, it is imputed duties of women and only women. This labor is not
considered like work, rather more it is considered as duty peculiar to women. And women themselves value
this work.

6. In Kazakh families is supported exploitation of young girls by the senior women when the girl are
obliged to follow all household work and duties.
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T.A. Pe3BylikuHa

Kasipri KazakeTaHAbIK KoFamaa 0ajajaapabl KyTyaeri
HICTYPJIi TIKIPpUOEHI maia any

Makananagkasipri Kazak oTOachLIapblHIa Oanajnapra KaMKOp, KYTIM KOpPCETyle «KOMEKIILI-KbI3aap»
eHOeKTePIH Takiaany TaxipuOeci KapacThIpbUabl. HakThl aiTKaHIa, Ka3ak OTOACBIHBIH Y JKYMBICHIH
aTkapyla, Oanamapra KyTiM ’kacayla KeINIEHl KOFaMHEIH IOCTYpJIEPIH KOJJaHy TaxipuOeci OciHEIIeHI].
Biz AcraHaga TyphIn XKaTKaH €Ki XKoHe oJaH Ken Oajaiapbl 0ap, opTa Tam eKiiepi peTiHjae aHbIKTAIaThIH
OTOACBITBIK JKyNTapabl KapacTelpaMbld. Kaszipri KasakcTaH KoraMblHIa SKYPTi3uliln >KaTKaH OTOACHUIBIK
CasiCaTTBl) TOCTYpIi, NMPOHATAIUCTIK JKOHE (AMIIINCTIK JIENl CHUMATTayFa OONAAbl KOHE OJ1 OTOACHIHBIH
HOPMATMBTIK yiricine (oke, aHa >koHe Oananap) OarbrTranradH. Kemmimik, MeAWilIiK, akaJeMUSIIBIK
JUCKypCTapia YJITTHIH Heri3i peTiHae OTOAChIHBIH HHCTUTYT PETiHJE JKaHAAHIBIPY KepeK eKeHIIri i
alThUIa/Bl, OHAA SifeN JOCTYpIi penaepAli — aHa jKoHE HKOJIACHI, aj epiiep OTOACHIHBIH SKOHOMHKAIBIK
KaMTaMachl3 Ty KbI3METTEpiH aTKapysl Tuic. KazakcTaHIbIK jkaHa JOCTYpIIep o3repicke yIIbIparaH KOFaMaa
MEMJICKCTTIK HaeoNorusiFa aiHanmyna. bipak Oyl HACONOrHs JKy3ere achIpbUIBII JKaTKaH oJCyMETTIK
casiCaTIiCH TOJIBIK KaMTaMachl3 eTinMeiai. MemiekeT asamaTTapblHa KaKeTTI MUHUMYM/Ibl KAMTaMChI3 €Til
(IeKpeTTIK JeMabIC, )KYMbIC OPHBIHBIH CaKTajybl, Oajara KYTiM jKacayra apHallFaH QJIEyMETTIK KeMeKTep,
Gamabakmanap), kasipri Ka3zakcTaH KoFambIHAa OpBIH ajJaThlH OTOACHIHBIH JUBEpCH(UKALMUIAHFAH
TYpJiepiHiH (ara-aHaJbIK, KEHEHTIIreH, kembananel, 0ajachi3 oHe T.0.), OamaHbl Tyy, Oamamapra KyTiM
kKacayza naijalaHaThiH KbI3METTEPJIi YChIHY KaKETTUIIKTepi MyiieM eckepinmeiini. Ocbl Makaa aschlHIa
0i3 Kazak orOachUIapbIHBIH Oanamapra KYTiM )kacay OapbIChIHIAa KOJIIAHATBIH ToXipuOenepai OeiHenen
Oepyre ThHIPbICAMBI3 JKOHE OJApAbIH MEMJIEKETIIEH YCBIHBUIBIN JKaTKaH MEMIJICKETTIK CTaHIapTTapAaH
epeKIIeNeHeTIHAIrH KkopceTeMi3. HakThl aiiTkanna, 6i31i Oanamapra KaMKOPJBIK IEH KYTiM jkacayaa Kas3ak
0TOACHUIBIK JKYITHIH KOIIIEH/Ii KOFAMHBIH ASCTYPJICpiH Kajlail KalTa OHAIPETIHAIr KbI3bIKTHIPA/IbI.
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Kinm ce30ep: reHumepnik cant, TeHAEpNIK cascaT, «KOMEKIIi-Kpi3aapy», Kasipri Kaszakcran, ortbackl
MHCTHTYTHI, KAPXKbUTBIK MYMKIiHAIKTEP.

T.A. Pe3BymiknHa

HUcnoan3oBanue TPAAUIHUOHHBIX MMPAKTUK 3200ThI 0 JAeTHAX
B COBPEMEHHOM Ka3aXCTaHCKOM OﬁmeCTBe

B cratee paccMaTpuBaeTCs MpaKTUKA HCHONb30BaHHS TPYJAa «JIEBOYEK-MOMOIIHHID, K KOTOPOil mpuberaoT
COBpPEMEHHBIE Ka3aXCKUE CEMbH IS OCYIIECTBICHHS (YHKIMH 3a00ThI O JeTX. B yacTHOCTH, OnycaH OmbLT
Ka3aXCKO# ceMeifHOH mapsl, KOTopas BEIHYX/IeHA IPHOeraTh K TPaJuIUd KOUYEBOTO 00IIecTBa Ul OCyilecT-
BJIEHMSI 3a00THI O JETSX, BEINONHEHUsS JOMaIlHel paboTHI, UCHONB30BAHUS TPYyJa «JeBOUCK-TOMOITHHID.
PaccmoTpeHsl Topozickue ceMelHbIe Maphl, IpeICTaBUTENH CPeHEro Kiiacca, IMEIONIHe IBYX U O0Nee nerei,
npoxwuBaronye B croiuie Kazaxcrana. Kasaxcranckuif HEOTpaAHIIMOHAIM3M CTAI CETOJHS TOCYIapCEBEH-
HOU MJE0JIOTHEH, HO IaHHAs MJEOJIOTHs IUIOXO MOJKPEIUIAETCs ASHCTBYIOMEH COLMANbHON MOJMBHKOM . JFo-
CyIapcTBO obecrneunBaeT rpakaaH HaOOPOM HEOOXOIUMOTO MHHMMYyMa (IEKPETHBIH OTIYCK, COXpaHEHHE
pabouero Mecra, couuaabHOE MOCOOHE MO yXOAY 3a PeOCHKOM, AETCKHE Cajlbl), aOCOMOTHO MTHOPUPYS AU-
BepcuduuMpoBaHHbIe (OPMBI COBPEMEHHBIX Ka3aXCTAHCKMX ceMel (MOHOPOMUTEIbCKHEH PAaCpeHHEIE,
MHOTOJICTHbIE, O€3/I€THBIE U T.J.), MOTHUBBI POXKACHUS AeTeld, HEOOXOANMOCTH gheX MM MHBIX)COIMAIBHBIX
YCIIYT, CBSI3aHHBIX C 32a00TOH M yXOZOM 3a JEThbMHU. JTa CUTYaIlHs BBI3BIBACT Y KA3aXCTAHIEB HEOOXOAUMOCTh
HCKaTh AJIbTEPHATUBHBIE CTPATETHH aIaNTaIM IJIsl BHIIOJHEHUS KOHTPAakfoB «paboTaromasfMaTs» U «KOp-
Muen-orer». OXHOI W3 TaKUX CTpaTerHil SABIIETCS HCIOJIB30BAHNC TPY/a «HCBOUKHEHOMOIIHHIIED, KOTO-
pasi, KaKk IPaBHIIO, SIBIISICTCSI POACTBEHHUIICH 110 JIMHUY OTIA W MaTepH, He NMERT (hPMHAHCOBBIX BO3MOKHO-
cTeil 00yJaThcsl MOCIE OKOHYAHUSI IIKOJBI, HO UMEET OMBIT YXOA) 3a, MaeHbKUMM)ICTEMU M BBITOTHEHUS
nomarrHel pabotel. IMeHHO oHa Gepet Ha cebst ocyliecTBIeHHEYHKIUK 3a00ThI O JETSAX U BHIMOJHACT J0-
MalIHoK padoTy. B 06MeH Ha 3TO OHa MONTy4YaeT BO3MOXKHOCTb KKTh B [OPOJIE, YIUTHCSA U BBIITH 3aMyX 3a
TOPOXaHHHA.

Knrouegvie crosa: l"eH[[eprIﬁ YKIaa, TeHACPpHAA IOJUTHUKA, «A€BOYKU-TTIOMOIIHUIIBD, COBpeMeHHHﬁ Kazax-
CTaH, Q)HHaHCOBI)Ie BO3MOXXHOCTH.
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