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Modern trends in updating the content of school language  
education in the Republic of Kazakhstan 

Significant changes in such areas as technology, communication and science have a significant impact on the 
world economy, and as a result, on the knowledge and skills that students need to master in order to be suc-
cessful in the 21st century. The article is devoted to the analysis of modern tendencies in the field of updating 
the content of the school education of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the subjects «Russian language» and 
«Russian literature». A great deal of organizational and methodological work has already been done, in par-
ticular, model curricula for subjects, long-term plans, draft textbooks with updated content and guidelines for 
them, guidelines for criteria assessment, etc. were developed. Among the main significant changes in the 
study of subjects of the basic secondary school, the author points out approaches to learning (value-oriented, 
activity-oriented, personality-oriented and communicative), learning goals in the form of expected result, de-
velopment of functional literacy of students, problem setting of the topic in long-term plans, spiral the princi-
ple in the construction of topics in the curriculum, the planning of expected results, the differentiation of 
training, the introduction of a system of criteria assessment. Updating the content of secondary education will 
reveal the contribution of the subject to the education of the student as a subject and his teaching, and inter-
personal communication. The curriculum is aimed at implementing the principle of unity of upbringing and 
learning, based on the interconnection and interdependence of educational values and outcomes «on the way 
out» from the school with a system of learning objectives for subjects. 

Keywords: school education, updating the content of secondary education, an updated educational program, a 
standard curriculum. 

 

One of the directions in reforming modern state policy in the Republic of Kazakhstan at the current 
stage was called «renewal». The concept of «renewal» supposes a qualitatively better change in something, 
the replacement of obsolete elements, links leading to improvement while preserving the foundations, the 
successive transfer of the best elements of the past, the restoration (rebirth) of the destroyed or forgotten. «In 
other words, updating is the replacement of obsolete elements with new, more modern, relevant ones without 
replacing the fundamental fundamentals. 

At present, Kazakhstan has already done a lot of work aimed at adapting the education system to global 
challenges. But since this direction of state policy is systematic and phased, this work continues [1]. 

In 2016, the Center of pedagogical mastership of Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools created Educational 
programs for advanced training courses for teaching stuff on subjects of the basic secondary school, includ-
ing «Russian language», «Russian literature». The same year, the teachers of secondary general schools of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan and coaches of the MTC and JSC National Center for Professional Development 
«Orleu» were trained. Since 2017 it is planned to train subject teachers of 5 and 7 grades on a renewed edu-
cational program. In addition, huge methodological work has already been done by this time, in particular, 
standard curriculums on subjects, long-term plans, draft textbooks with updated content and guidelines for 
them, guidelines on criteria assessment, etc. were developed. Various meetings, seminars, conferences, etc. 
are held on the implementation of the updated content of education, as well as activities to discuss with the 
public, the current directions of the state educational policy. 

Within the framework of updating the State Compulsory Education Standard of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, the current 11-year and 12-year schools, the development of functional literacy of schoolchildren is 
designated as one of the priority goals of education. At the same time, the result of the development of func-
tional literacy is the mastery of the learning system of key competences that allow young people to apply 
effectively the acquired knowledge in a practical situation and successfully use it in the process of social ad-
aptation. Key competencies are the requirement of the State for the quality of the personality of the graduate 
of secondary school in the form of the results of education, stated in the State Educational Standards and Ed-
ucational Programs. 

Among the main drawbacks of the system of secondary education of the state experts identify the fol-
lowing three: 
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1. Orientation of the student to the simple assimilation of knowledge in subjects, i.e. getting ready in-
formation by him, 

2. The subject-object relationship between the teacher and the student, the passive role of the student. 
3. The result of the training is the reproductive level of the student's activity, the evaluation of the num-

ber of acquired subject knowledge and skills of students [2]. 
Thus, these and many other factors influenced the adoption of a political decision to update the content 

of primary and secondary education in the Republic of Kazakhstan.  
But what are the changes in the teaching of language disciplines in secondary school, and how will they 

affect students and, in general, the quality of education in the country? 
As a result of the analysis of the standard curriculum in subjects «Russian Language» and «Russian Lit-

erature» we identified the following main positions: 
1. The academic subject «Russian language» in the educational process performs two functions: firstly, 

it is the subject of study, and secondly, a means of studying other subjects. In connection with the changes in 
the modern world, the approach to teaching the Russian language is changing. The emphasis is on develop-
ing the skills of speech activity (listening, speaking, reading and writing) and functional literacy, which con-
tributes to the successful socialization of students. A new structure of the content of the subject is introduced 
(see Table 1): 

T a b l e  1  

Distribution of the content of the curriculum on academic subject  
«Russian language» by sections of training [3] 

Sections  Subsections 
Listening and speaking  - Understanding the content of the text; 

- Identify the main idea; 
- Retelling of the listened material; 
- Prediction of events; 
- Participation in the dialogue; 
- Evaluation of the material heard; 
- Construction of monologic statement 

Reading  - Understanding of information; 
- Identification of the structural parts of the text and the definition of the 
main idea; 
- Understanding the use of lexical and syntactic units in the read text; 
- Definition of types and styles of texts; 
- Formulation of questions and evaluation; 
- Use of different types of reading; 
- Extraction of information from various sources; 
- Comparative analysis of texts. 

Writing  - Planning; 
- Statement of the content of the listened, read and audiovisual material; 
- Writing texts using various presentation forms; 
- Creation of texts of various types and styles; 
- Writing an essay; 
- Creative writing; 
- Correction and editing of texts. 

Compliance with speech norms - Compliance with spelling norms; 
- Compliance with lexical norms; 
- Compliance with grammatical norms; 
- Compliance with the rules of punctuation. 

 
2. Pedagogical approaches. In the new structure of the curriculum, modern innovative pedagogical ap-

proaches have been reflected as classical foundations of education, including value-oriented, activity-
oriented, personality-oriented and communicative approaches. They are used to strengthen the priority of the 
system of learning objectives and the results of the educational process [3]. 

Ре
по
зи
то
ри
й К
ар
ГУ



Modern trends in updating the content… 

Серия «Педагогика». № 4(88)/2017 137 

Organizing the student's activity in self-gaining knowledge. The developers of the program believe that 
«this approach contributes not only to the gaining subject knowledge, social and communication skills, but 
also personal qualities that will enable it to realize its own interests, prospects and make constructive deci-
sions. The active cognitive activity of the student acquires a stable character in the conditions of co-creation 
and support of the teacher as a partner and consultant». 

The introduction of personal-oriented education is possible using interactive teaching methods, creating 
prerequisites for the cooperation of all participants in the educational process, without the possibility for au-
thoritarian relations. 

Communicative approach, which is the basis for language learning, in the study of other subjects is con-
sidered as the leading principle of the development of students' speech activity through the integration of the 
language and content of the subject. In short-term planning, the need to identify language tasks in the lessons 
of other subjects is clearly indicated. Thus, the academic subject «Russian language» in the educational pro-
cess performs two functions: firstly, it is the subject of study, and secondly, a means of studying other sub-
jects. 

3. Learning objectives. The expected results formulated in the curriculum are presented in the form of a 
learning objectives system. An important feature of the curriculum is their focus on the formation of both 
subject knowledge and skills and broad spectrum skills, namely functional and creative use, critical thinking, 
research, use of information and communication technologies, the use of various communication methods, 
the ability to work in a group and individually, problem solving and decision making. In addition, the content 
of the educational process for a particular subject is subordinated to the aims of instruction and the personal 
qualities that are oriented towards the formation of students. 

4. Themes in long-term plans are formulated according to the subject of studying: Russian language in 
its real functioning in the modern conditions of polyethnic and multilingual Kazakhstan. This approach will 
help students develop critical thinking skills, problem-solving skills, and self-analysis (see Table 2).  

 

T a b l e  2  

Examples of the formulation of topics  
in the long-term plans for the subject «Russian language» [3] 

Grade Theme 
5 The world around us: transport and infrastructure 
6 Kazakhstan in the future: inventions and energy 
7 Problems of social protection of the homeless 
8 Music in modern society 
9 A teenager in the modern world 

 
5. The spiral principle of the curriculum. The peculiarity of the spiral educational program, according to 

Jerome Bruner, is due to the fact that with each new repeating study of the topic its complexity increases 
[4; 21]. The following table shows an example of the spiral principle of the program on the subject «Russian 
language» (see Table 3). 

T a b l e  3  

The system of learning objectives on the subject «Russian language», «Writing» section [3] 

Subsection 
Students will 

5 grade 6 grade 7 grade 8 grade 9 grade 
Compilation 
plan 

To make a 
simple plan 

To make a 
simple and 
complex plan 

To make a 
simple and 
complex plan 
to collect mate-
rial for writing 
and organize it 
in accordance 
with the plan 

To make a cita-
tion plan (simple 
and complex), 
taking into ac-
count the genre 
peculiarity of the 
text 

To make up dif-
ferent types of 
plan, including 
quotation, thesis  
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We see that with each new year the learning goals are complicated in accordance with the classification 
of pedagogical goals proposed by Benjamin Bloom - knowledge, understanding, application, analysis, syn-
thesis and evaluation. And the last three levels of thinking skills are critical thinking. 

The advantages of this type of program, in the opinion of its supporters, are determined by the fact that 
information is strengthened and strengthened every time the student re-examines the subject matter, the logi-
cal development from simplified to complex solutions, students will be able to apply their previous 
knowledge to subsequent learning objectives. 

6. Differentiation of education is a form of organization of educational activity, which takes into ac-
count the propensities, interests and abilities of students, but the overall (basic) level of general education is 
not reduced; It involves the creation of mobile or stable learning groups based on certain characteristics (in-
terests, inclinations, abilities, achieved results) that make it possible to make the content of the training and 
the demands made on the students significantly different [5]. With a differentiated approach, the educator has 
the opportunity to take into account the individual needs of the students, so that the learning process is more 
effective, and the children can reveal their potential. 

7. Motivation of students. For the first time, the term «Motivation» was introduced in the subject cur-
riculum. The aim of motivating students is their desire to do everything possible in the Russian language. 
Students tend to want to study well at school, but some lose motivation and interest. Ideally, students should 
be internally motivated, so that they have a desire, not a need to learn. Often this can be achieved through 
learning, active, complex and meaningful, as much as possible. 

For older students, in particular, the authors recommend the use of the curriculum much additional in-
formation about the motivation so that students can see the practical application of their new knowledge and 
skills in further education; positively reacted to tasks related to their everyday experience and based on real 
life situations. 

There are pedagogical methods that can be used to preserve and even increase internal motivation, for 
example: 

• Create interesting and engaging lessons that facilitate and encourage active learning; 
• Use age-appropriate resources that will take into account the interests, needs and aspirations of stu-

dents (including career aspirations); 
• Change the content of the lessons so that different approaches to active learning are used (for example, 

students did not spend much time writing off or recording what the teacher says); 
• Encourage student autonomy so that they can explain their success or the failure of their own efforts; 
• Give positive feedback and identify individual development goals that will stimulate students' self-

esteem and provide them with further development; 
• Encourage students to experiment with new methods of teaching and learning (this will improve the 

relationship between teachers and students, will promote productive feedback and create a friendly learning 
environment). 

The authors of the curriculum pay attention to the fact that in the list of these proposed approaches, en-
couragement or punishment was not mentioned to motivate students. They are usually used as methods asso-
ciated with «external» motivation or the requirement to learn. The strategies used to motivate students based 
on this approach should be treated with caution, as they can reduce internal motivation. In particular, you 
should avoid rewards (including praise), punishment or feedback that can cause the learner to feel that: 

• He is less able to accomplish the task; 
• The task should not be completed until the end; 
• This requires a limited amount of effort or effort; 
• He received fewer assignments. 
External compensation can be used with advantage in situations where there is a low initial internal mo-

tivation. Ideally, you need to set high expectations and use praise to strengthen the learner's sense of self-
competence. Try to emphasize internal motives (for example, own interests, sympathies in the subject, 
achievement of personal goals, etc.). 

The failure of the student in the study is often due to an unsuccessful attempt to refute the teacher's mo-
tivation. Obviously, the vital role of the teacher is to understand many factors that determine whether stu-
dents are motivated or not to learn anything new [6; 9]. 

8. The system of criterial assessment. The introduction of the criterial assessment is due to the fact that 
one of the remarks given by the experts of the countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
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Development (OECD) was the lack of an understandable and transparent system for assessing students' 
learning achievements. 

The purpose of the system of criterial assessment is to obtain objective information about the learning 
outcomes of students based on evaluation criteria and to provide it to all interested participants for further 
improvement of the educational process [5]. Criterial assessment is based on the relationship between teach-
ing, learning and assessment. Evaluation results are used for effective planning and organization of the edu-
cational process. Allocate formative and summative evaluation. Formative assessment is conducted continu-
ously, provides feedback between participants in the educational process, and allows for timely correction of 
the educational process. Summative evaluation is carried out after the study of a block of educational infor-
mation in a certain period of study is completed, used to provide feedback to students, and to publish quarter-
ly and annual assessments on the subject [3]. 

Thus, modern innovations in the economy, changes in the labor market necessitate the possession of 
skills that can enable students to analyze and assess the situation, ideas, information for solving problems, 
creatively use the available knowledge and experience to gain new knowledge, ideas, and information. Topi-
cal are such personal qualities as initiative, curiosity, readiness for change, sociability. 

It can be noted that updating the content of secondary education on the subject «Russian language» will 
reveal the contribution of the academic subject to the education of the student as a subject and his teachings, 
and interpersonal communication. The curriculum is aimed at implementing the principle of unity of up-
bringing and learning, based on the interconnection and interdependence of educational values and outcomes 
«on the way out» from the school with a system of learning objectives for subjects. 

The content of the daily educational process on a particular subject is subordinated to the goals of the 
teaching and is oriented towards the formation in the students of readiness for the creative application of the 
acquired knowledge, skills and habits in everyday life and at school, the development of perseverance in 
achieving success, motivates to lifelong learning [5; 4]. 

The development of personal qualities in unity with broad-based skills is the basis for teaching students 
basic values of education: «Kazakhstani patriotism and civic responsibility», «respect», «cooperation», 
«work and creativity», «openness», «lifelong learning». 
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Н.З. Акульбекова, А.М. Алдажарова, Г.С Тынбаева  

Қазақстан Республикасының мемлекеттегі тілдік білім беру  
мазмұнының жаңаруындағы заманауи үрдістер 

Технология, ғылым жəне коммуникация сияқты салалардағы маңызды өзгерулер əлемдік экономикаға 
елеулі əсер етеді. XXI ғасырда табысты болу үшін оқушылар бабында білім мен дағды болу керек. 
Мақала Қазақстан Республикасына мемлекеттік тілдік білім беру мазмұнының жаңару саласында 
заманауи үрдістердің «Орыс əдебиеті» жəне «Орыс тілі» пəндеріне талдауы бабына арналған. Қазіргі 
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уақытта əдістемелік жəне ұйымдастыру жұмыстары, пəндер бабына типтік оқу бағдарламалары, 
ұзақмерзімді жоспарлар, жаңартылған мазмұнды оқулықтар жобасы сын тұрғыдан бағалауға қатысты 
басшылықтар жəне т.б. жүргізілді. Негізді маңызды өзгертулер ішінен орта мектептегі пəндерді 
үйренуде авторлар оқытудың жолдарын (құндылықты-бағытталған, тұлғалық-бағытталған, 
коммуникативті), оқушылардың функционалды сауаттылығын дамытуға ұзақмерзімді жоспарлардағы 
мəселені тақырыптардың қойылуы, оқу бағдарламасындағы тақырыптардың құрылуы қағидасы, 
күтілінген нəтижелердің жоспарлануы, білім беруді саралау, сын тұрғысынан бағалауды енгізу 
жүйесін оқушы тəрбиесіне жəне субьект ретінде қалыптасуына үлес қоса алады. Оқу 
бағдарламасының арттыру мен тəрбиелеудің бірнеше қағидасын жүзеге асыруға, өзара жəне өзара 
шарттасқан білім беру қағидасына жəне мектептен «шығарда» пəндердің оқыту мақсатының 
жүйесінің нəтижелерін негіздеуге бағытталған.  

Кілт сөздер: мектептегі білім беру, орта білім мазмұнының жаңаруы, жаңарған білім беру 
бағдарламасы, орыс тілі, орыс əдебиеті, əдістемелік жұмыс, күтілетін нəтиже, сын тұрғысынан 
бағалау, типтік оқу бағдарламасы. 

 

Н.З. Акульбекова, А.М. Алдажарова, Г.С Тынбаева  

Современные тенденции в обновлении содержания школьного  
языкового образования в Республике Казахстан 

Значительные изменения в таких областях, как технологии, коммуникации и наука оказывают суще-
ственное влияние на мировую экономику и, как следствие, на знания и навыки, которыми должны 
овладеть учащиеся, чтобы быть успешными в XXI в. Статья посвящена анализу современных тенден-
ций в области обновления содержания школьного образования Республики Казахстан по предметам 
«Русский язык» и «Русская литература». В настоящее время уже проделана огромная организацион-
ная и методическая работа, в частности, разработаны типовые учебные программы по предметам, дол-
госрочные планы, проекты учебников с обновленным содержанием и руководства к ним, руководства 
по критериальному оцениванию и т.д. Среди основных значительных изменений в изучении предме-
тов основной средней школы авторы указывают на подходы к обучению (ценностно-
ориентированный, деятельностный, личностно-ориентированный и коммуникативный), цели обуче-
ния в виде ожидаемого результата, развитие функциональной грамотности учащихся, проблемную 
постановку темы в долгосрочных планах, спиральный принцип в построении тем в учебной програм-
ме, планирование ожидаемых результатов, дифференциацию обучения, введение системы критери-
ального оценивания. Обновление содержания среднего образования позволит раскрыть вклад 
учебного предмета в воспитание учащегося как субъекта и своего учения, и межличностного обще-
ния. Учебная программа направлена на реализацию принципа единства воспитания и обучения, осно-
ванного на взаимосвязи и взаимообусловленности ценностей образования и результатов «на выходе» 
из школы с системой целей обучения предметов. 

Ключевые слова: школьное образование, обновление содержания среднего образования, обновленная 
образовательная программа, русский язык, русская литература, методическая работа, ожидаемый 
результат, критериальное оценивание, типовая учебная программа. 
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