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Surface modification of steel 20 by the method of chemical-thermal
treatment by annealing in a muffle furnace

The article is devoted to the current problem related to the hardening of the surface layers of metal materials,
including steel parts. The authors of the article describe the methods of chemical and thermal treatment of
surface layers of materials to effectively improve the durability of machine parts and tools operating under
various conditions of wear, at high temperature and force effects. The method of saturation of samples.of iron
plates by means of coating them with boron-containing mixtures in different volume proportions and their
subsequent annealing in a muffle furnace is considered. The results of studies of the microhardness and thick-
ness of the diffusion layer are given.
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Introduction

At the present stage of development of technology it is. an urgent task of developing methods of
strengthening the surface layers of metal materials, including steel parts with qualitatively new high
properties that reduce the metal content of products and provide resource saving. Changing and complicating
the operating conditions of machines, components and assemblies requires constant improvement of
materials and modernization of manufacturing technologies.

Much attention is paid to the development of surface hardening technologies. This is due to a new
approach to assessing the role of the material‘in ensuring the structural strength of products, according to
which it is the state of the surface layers of materials largely determines the performance properties of parts.

Scientific and technical progress in.such industries as engineering, transport, machine-tool industry and
other high-tech sectors of the economy is largely associated with the improvement of the materials used in
the direction of obtaining a set of performance properties.

Fundamentally new high physical, mechanical and operational properties of products can be achieved
by purposeful modification of the surface by doping with various elements or their compositions using
highly concentrated energy sources; including metallization, i.e. diffusion saturation of metals during furnace
heating. The advantage~of this method is the possibility of non-contact heating of the surface of the
processed material. It/is carried out at high temperatures (up to 1420°C) while the thickness of the modified
layer does not exceed 100 /microns and the concentration of alloying elements in it, and therefore the
hardness decreases sharply from the surface deep into the material.

Chemical-thermal treatment, changing the composition, structure, and, consequently, the properties of
the surface layers of materials, is an effective way to increase the durability of machine parts and tools
operating under different wear conditions, at high temperature and force effects [1, 2].

In this regard, relevant are: the study of processes occurring in the near-surface layer of carbon steels,
when alloying using furnace heating. Development of new combined technologies that can not only
significantly improve the physical, mechanical and operational properties of machine parts and tools by
activating the maximum possible number of reinforcing mechanisms, but also to replace expensive alloy
steel at a cheaper and affordable, to save energy and consumables, reduce the duration of processes and
improve processing efficiency compared to traditional methods of hardening of structural and tool steels.

The aim of the work was to study the surface of ST20 after chemical and thermal treatment.

The use of the SNOL 30/1300 muffle laboratory furnace made it possible to ensure uniform and rapid
heating of samples from 50°C to 1300°C.
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Research methods

To study the kinetics of the growth of boride layers on the surface of the samples of iron plates,
saturation was carried out with the help of coating and circular heating in the furnace. Boron paste contained
a mixture of iron and boron powders in different volume proportions (25 % Fe-75 % H;BOs, 50 % Fe-50 %
H;BO;, 75 % Fe-25 % H;BO;), ammonium hydroxide, activated carbon and liquid glass [3; 387]. Previously,
a similar coating composition was not applied when hardening the surface layers of steels of this class by
boriding. What is a novelty in research?

Surface boration was carried out at a temperature of <1000 °C for 5 minutes.

Weight and volume of reagents: all data are obtained in accordance with the surface area of the treated
surface of the iron plate.

Liquid glass — Na,SiOs (concentrate) — 1 ml;

20 % p-p of liquid glass — 1 ml;

Ammonium hydroxide —- NH,OH — 1 ml.

Chemical processes in boration: liquid glass when mixed with a mixture of boric acidsand iron powders
forms a gel-like mass.

At a temperature of 50 °C, the NH4OH activator decomposes into ammonia.in the form of gas and
water (NH,OH —NH;1 + H,O — N1 + H,O1+ O,1), at 235 °C , boric acid decomposes.into boron oxide and
water (2H;BO; — B,0; + 3H,0). The introduction of an activator in the form of ammonium hydroxide and
carbon into the coating makes it possible to ensure its reliable adhesion of the saturating charge to the
hardened surface.

Boron oxide reacts with the coal and produces pure boron, and carbon menoxide (2B,0; + 3C — 4C +
+ 3C0O,). In the temperature range from 500 °C to 1000 °C ammonia decomposes into nitrogen and hydrogen
in the form of gas and acts as a boron carrier in the depth of thesurface layer of the iron plate, forming a vast
diffusion zone of iron borides. Water under high temperature is transferred into oxygen and hydrogen gas
and evaporates (2H;BO; + 2Fe + 2NH,OH + 2C — Fe,B + IN + 2N1T+ 8H,1 + 20,7+ 2CO,1).

The released hydrogen acts as a boron carrier in the depth of the structure of the surface layer of the
steel plate in the form of BjoHy4 [4].

The iron powder in the coating is partially oxidized by oxygen released during the interaction between
the components of the coating, another part of the iron atoms diffuses into the surface of the samples in the
form of separate iron borides.

The presence of iron powder in the‘coating helps to protect the active components of the coating from
oxidation at high temperature heating.

Some iron particles in the process. of high-temperature heating oxidized isolated during the interaction
between the components of the oxygen coating, and part of them diffuses into the surface of the samples in
the form of individual particles of iron and iron borides. Iron oxides remain in the scale zone and are
removed during the preparation of samples for basic research by grinding.

Thermodynamically;iron borides are unstable, at 1650 °C they begin to decompose. The lower iron
boride Fe,B decomposes into iron and FeB: FeB — Fe,B — (a-phase + B) — base metal [5; 427].

Research result

The analysis of the layers obtained on steel plates shows the dependence of the diffusion zone thickness
on the volume content of boric acid in the mixtures of the initial powder.

The results of determination of microhardness:

N microhardness was determined on the device PMT-3 [6].

When the load on the indenter P=100 g (0.98 N) and the holding time at this load 10 seconds. A regular
four-sided diamond pyramid with an angle at the top of 1360 was used as an indenter for microhardness
measurements, similar to the Vickers hardness test method. Microhardness of Hu was determined in
accordance with the requirements of GOST 9450-60 and the recommendations given in [7], using the
formula (1):

H, = 2542 (kg - s/mm?] = 2219 [MN/m? = MPa], (1)

dprint dprint

where the load is P (g), and the diagonal of the print — dyin (Lm).
Tests on the microhardness of the initial material ST20 were carried out. The microhardness of the
starting material Hu=2584 MPa, the microhardness of the material after thermal exposure is Hu=2207 MPa.
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After the thermal effect on the coated samples, the microhardness of each of them was determined and
compared with the initial data. Microhardness was determined from three positions: along the edge of the
treated layer, horizontally and vertically.

On the edge

Horizontally

Vertically

Treated surface
Figure 1. Direction of the measurement.of microhardness

The microhardness of the first sample treated with a coating of 50 % H3;BO; and 50 % Fe was:
horizontal Hu=2144 MPa, vertical Hu=2211 MPa, and on the edge Hu=2202 MPa. There is no significant
change from the original sample (Fig. 2).
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Figure 2. Microhardness of the treated sample 50 % H3;BO; and 50 % Fe without liquid glass

Sample Ne1 Sample Ne1 Sample Nel {on the
Original sample (harizontally) (vertically) edge)

The surface of the 2nd sample is treated with a mixture of 25 % Fe-75 % H;BO; with 20 % liquid glass
solution. The microhardness of this sample was: horizontally Hu=2373 MPa, vertically Hu=2261 MPa, and
at the edge Hu=2409 MPa. Compared with the initial sample, no significant change was observed, the
microhardness increased by 17 % (Fig. 3).
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Sample Nel (horizont&dly)ple No1 (verticgdiy)ple Nel (on the edge)

Figure 3. Microhardness of the treated sample 50 % H;BO; and 50 % Fe with liquid glass

The surface of the third and fourth samples is treated with a mixture consisting of 75 % H;BO; and
25 % Fe (by volume) and without 20 % liquid glass solution, and without it, respectively.

Microhardness in samples treated with 75 % H;BO; and 25 % Fe without liquid glass has increased
significantly. Here, the microhardness of the sample was: horizontally Hp=2741 MPa, vertically
Hu=2647 MPa, and at the edge Hp=2899 MPa. Compared: with the original sample microhardness:
horizontally increased by 20 %.

Microhardness of the surface layer of the sample treated-with the same mixture, but with the addition of
20 % solution of liquid glass showed the best results compared to the microhardness of the starting material
and other processed samples. Here, the microhardness. was: horizontally Hu=2919 MPa, vertically
Hp=2642 MPa, and on the edge Hu=2535 MPa. After this treatment, the horizontal microhardness increased
by 25 %.
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Figure 4. Distribution of microhardness in the borated surface of steel 20 sample: a — sample 1 and b — sample 2

From the data of Figure 4 on the distribution of microhardness in the cross section of samples 1 and 2,
no significant change in microhardness compared to the microhardness of the substrate was revealed.
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Figure 5. Distribution of microhardness in borated surface of steel 20 of sample 3

From Figure 5 it can be seen that the microhardness of the surface layer has increased significantly, and
the diffusion distribution of boron in the diffusion zone is gradually reduced. At a depth of 595 pum, the mi-
crohardness of the test sample reaches the microhardness of the annealed substrate.

For most engineering calculations, there is a diffusion layer formula from the boration time [8].

h? = Dr, (@)

where h is the thickness of the diffuse coating, m; D is the diffusion coefficient, m/s, t is the duration of the
process, S.

Hence, the diffusion coefficient is D = 1.2-10-9 m?/s. This indicates an abnormally high mass transfer
of boron, since it is orders of magnitude higher than the diffusion coefficient of boron at 9500 °C, equal to
1.82-10-11 m*/s [9].

X-ray structural analysis (Fig. 6, Table 1) showedthe formation of two-phase a-Fe compositions with a
volume-centered cubic lattice and B with an orthorhombic cubic lattice. Sample 3 is in a three-phase state: o-
Fe with a bulk-centered cubic lattice, B with an-orthorhombic cubic lattice, and FeB with a rhomboeder cu-
bic lattice.
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Figure 6. Structural phase state of sample 3
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Table
State of the surface layer of sample 3
Chemical element hkl Crystal lattice
B 024 Rhombogedric
B 303 Rhombogedric
Fe;B 021 Volume-centered cubic
FeB 104 Orthorhombic
FeB 015 Orthorhombic
Fe 110 Cubic
FeB 121 Orthorhombic
FeB 130 Orthorhombic
FeB 220 Orthorhombic
FeB 211 Orthorhombic
B 200 Rhombogedric
Fe 200 Cubic
Fe 211 Cubic
Fe 220 Cubic
Fe 222 Cubic
Conclusion

Analysis of the calculations of the microhardness of the surface layers of the samples after annealing in
a muffle furnace at a temperature of 1000 °C for 5 minutes showed that the microhardness increased.

Microhardness in samples treated with 75 % H3;BO; and 25 % Fe composition without liquid glass in-
creased.

The experimental studies allow us to draw conclusions about the prospects of using this coating to pro-
duce iron borides on the surface layers of steel 20..The use of various components of the mixture affects the
change in microhardness, microstructure of the surface layer of steel 20.

According to the results of the diffusion layer and the diffusion coefficient, it can be assumed that the
growth of the boride layer is abnormal.

Studies aimed at studying the comparison of the effects of various components of the paste, allow us to
draw conclusions about the prospects of using this coating to obtain iron borides on its surface layers. The
use of various components of the mixture also affects the change in the microhardness, microstructure of the
surface layer of St20, as well as on the convenience of applying the coating and its cheapness.
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E.Il. leBuyk, JI.K. HypymkanoB, b.M. Mypat6ekoB, b. Axmerxanos, B.A. [lmoTHukoB

Mydenbai nemre xaHy apKbLIbl XUMHSIIBIK TEPMHSAIBIK
oeHaey daiciMen 20 601aTTBIH 0eTiH MOoAUPUKANUAIAY

Makana Merayul OeJIIEKTEpAiH, COHBIH imiHge Ooxar OemmiekTepiHiH OeTki KabaTTapbIHBIH OEpiKTiriH
KaTalTyMeH OaillaHbICTBI ©3eKTi Mocenere apHaiafaH. MakallaHblH aBTOpJIApbl JKOFapbl TeMIepaTypa
dcepiHjieri SPTYPJIi TO3Y JKaF/IaibIHAA KYMBIC ICTEHTIH MalIMHA OOJIIIeKTepi MeH KypalapblHbIH OepiKTIriH
apTTHIPY YIIIH MaTepuanaapAblH OeTKi KabaTTapbIHbIH XHMHSIBIK-TCPMUSIIBIK OHJICY OICTEPiH CUNATTaiIbI.
Temip mIacTUHANAP/BIH YATIEPiH 9pTYpIIi KeeMIeri nponopuusiiapaa Kypambiaaa 6op 6ap KocrnamapMeH
xa0y apKbUIBI )KOHE OJapbIH KeHiHT1 My(elbIiK IelTe jKaFy o/ici KapacThIpbsuLabl. Juddy3ns kadbaTbIHbIH
MHUKPOKATTBUIBIFBI MEH KaJIBIHIBIFBIH 3€PTTEy HOTHKENEPi KOPCeTiIreH.

Kinm ce30ep: 6onar 20, KaHBIKTBIPY KOCHackl, 60p Kocy, Iuddy3HsIIblK KadaT, MUKPOKATTBUIBIK, XUMUS-
TEPMHUSUIBIK OHJIEY, My(QETbIiK Mmeml.

E.Il. leBuyk, JI.K. HypymkanoB, b.M. Mypat6ekoB, b. Axmerxanos, B.A. IlnoTHukoB

Moandukanus NoBepXHOCTH ¢TI 20 METOA0M XMMHKO-TePMHYECKOI
00padoTKHU MyTeM OTKHUIa B My (e IbHOU nedn

CraThst IOCBSIIIEHA aKTYaJbHON Ha CETOMHSIIHUK JeHb mpobiieMe, CBSI3aHHOM € YIIPOYHEHHEM HOBEPXHOCT-
HBIX CJIOEB METAJUIMYECKUX MAaTEpUAIOB, B TOM YHCIIE CTalbHBIX JeTanei. ABTOpPBI OIMUCHIBAIOT METOJbI XH-
MHKO-TEPMUYECKOH 00pabOTKH MOBEPXHOCTHBIX CJIOEB MaTCPHANOB I 9 ()EKTUBHOTO MOBBIIICHUS JIOJITr0-
BEUHOCTH JeTalleil MallliH U MHCTPYMEHTOB, PabOTAIOIIUX B YCIOBUSX PA3IMYHOIO M3HOCA, NMPU BBICOKHX
TEeMIepaTypHO-CUIIOBBIX BO3JeHCTBUAX. PaccMOTpeH croco® HachILEHUsT 00pa3sIoB *KEIE3HBIX MIACTUHOK
C TIOMOIIIBI0 00Ma3KH X O0PCOAEPIKALIIMH CMECSIMU B Pa3HBIX 00BbEMHBIX MPOMOPLUIX U MOCIESTYIOIHM HX
OTXKHTOM B My(ensHoit eun. [IpuBeseHb! pe3yabTaThl HCCIAESTOBAHME MHUKPOTBEPIOCTH U TOJIIIUHEL THP Y-
3HOHHOTO CJIOS.

Kniouesvie cnosa: crambp 20, HacsImaromas cMeck, ObopupoBanne, Muddy3nOHHEIH CIIOH, MEKPOTBEPAOCTS,
XHMHKO-TepMUYECKasi 00paboTKa, MyQebpHas Iedb.
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