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Innovative Activity as a Condition for Effective Use  
of Intellectual Potential 

The emergence of a global innovation and technological space has determined the modern state economic 
policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan, aimed at achieving sustainable dynamic development of the country 
via diversification of economic sectors and waste from the raw materials development trend. In this context, 
the intensification of innovative activity in enterprises has been mainstreamed that led to the motivation of the 
formation of the intellectual potential corresponding to the pace and level of innovation. The article provides 
a descriptive characteristic of the situation in the country concerning the development of innovation activism. 
Even though the financial crisis has affected almost all of the industrial enterprises, Kazakhstan today has a 
weak activity in the creation and dissemination of innovations. According to the Statistics Agency of the  
Republic of Kazakhstan, the share of innovation-active enterprises in the republic was 9.6 % of the total 
number of respondents. These data lead to the idea that, despite the adoption of state programs that should 
motivate the innovative activity of the country, unfortunately there are no major changes in this direction. 
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Today when Kazakhstan is entering a new stage of its development, complex studies on various areas 
of social development are particularly relevant. One of these topical issues which relates to each citizen 
of Kazakhstan is the problem of the formation and development of an intellectual nation as the support of our 
state, the basis for its further development and prosperity of our Motherland. This problem is multifaceted as 
it covers many directions, such as the formation of an intellectual society in Kazakhstan, the augmentation of 
people’s intellectual potential, the deepening of the media information policy in shaping the richest intellec-
tual nation, the formation of intellectual citizens of their country. 

Sovereign Kazakhstan has demonstrated impressive patterns of the emergence of a new state, public 
stability of internal harmony and a steady development of the economy and political system. This is an in-
contestable fact confirming the scientific accuracy, foresight and the continued success of the President’s 
political course, which is supported by all the citizens of Kazakhstan. 

In the Message of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.Nazarbayev to the people 
of Kazakhstan, on October 5, 2018, «Growing Welfare of Kazakh Citizens: Increase in Incomes and Quality 
of Life» the following priorities are noted: «special attention should be paid to the development of innovative 
and service sectors; on education, science and health care from all sources up to 10 % of GDP» [1]. 

The idea of forming an intellectual nation in Kazakhstan is among the most fundamental system  
initiatives of the Head of our state. Therefore, the national interests of the country suggest that there is a need 
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to act without delay in order to avoid the growth of the technological abyss, a hopeless lag behind competi-
tors and an increase in dependence. Moreover, there is a favorable innovation climate as well as the relevant 
infrastructure is actively being formed in the mainstream of the world development. 

The emergence of a post-industrial technological order in the first half of the XXI century in the context 
of the formation of a global innovation and technological space has determined the modern state economic 
policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan aimed at achieving sustainable dynamic development of the country 
through diversification of economic sectors and retreat from the raw materials development. The production 
of competitive and export-oriented goods — jobs and services in the manufacturing industry and services — 
is the main subject of the state industrial innovation policy. 

In modern Kazakhstan, when the current crisis has affected almost all industrial enterprises, there 
is a weak activity in the creation and dissemination of innovations. According to the Statistics Agency of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan, as of January 1, 2017, the share of innovatively active enterprises in the 
republic was 9.6 % of the total number of respondents. In the previous years, it had the following level: 
2013 — 8.0 %, 2012 — 7.6 %, 2011 — 5.7 %, 2010 — 4.3 %, 2009 — 3.9 %, 2008 — 4.0 %,  
2007 — 4.8 %, 2006 — 4.8 %, 2005 — 3.4 %, 2004 — 2.3 % [1]. The growth rate of innovation activity of 
economic entities of the Republic of Kazakhstan over 14 years, between 2004 and 2017, is not dynamic 
enough — 4.1 %. In general, there is a certain dynamics with 3 extremes: in 2007 — 4.8 %, 2014 — 8.1 % 
and 2017 — 9.6 %. The minimum level of innovation activity was in 2004 — 2.3 % and in 2005 — 3.4 % 
for obvious reasons, the consequences of the first wave of the global financial crisis. However, compared to 
other countries in 2017, there is still to be done (Russia — 17 %, Romania — 30 %, Slovenia — 35 %, Po-
land — 39 %, OECD countries — about 50 %) [2]. For example, the share of innovation-active enterprises in 
the United States is about 50 %; among the countries of the European Union, Germany (79.3 %), Sweden 
(60 %) and Finland (58 %) have the highest rates. The average for the European Union countries reaches ap-
proximately 53 % [3]. 

 

 

Figure 1. Innovation activity in Kazakhstan between 2004–2017 [2] (аctivity level in innovation, in %) 

These data lead to the idea that, despite the adoption of state programs that should motivate the  
innovative activity of the country, unfortunately, there are no major changes in this direction. Presumably 
the dynamics of the country’s development (with shadow market, 40 % of the economy [3], 122nd  
position in the Corruption Perceptions Index out of 180 countries, with an index of 31 points out of 100) 
[4] implies such level of activity. In general, by the end of the XX century, it became obvious that the  
level of innovation activity and the development of the scientific and technical sphere — science,  
education, high-tech industries, world technology markets — defines the boundaries not only between rich 
and poor countries, but also regions within one state, creates the basis of a dynamic economic growth and 
is a major factor in the formation of centers of power. Without the use of innovations, it is almost  
impossible to create competitive products with a high degree of knowledge-intensiveness and novelty. 
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Figure 3. The number 
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Meanwhile, the development of the innovation system, despite the efforts of the state, is constrained by 
a number of factors. Thus, in the development of innovation activities in the regions, the following problems 
were identified that affect the change in its structure: 

• insufficient provision of manufacturing industries with innovative equipment and technologies; 
• general technical and technological backwardness of enterprises; 
• low innovation activity of enterprises; 
• low investment attractiveness of non-primary processing industries; 
• lack of financial resources affecting the innovation activity of the production of the real sector of the 

economy; 
• limited relation of science and production and the lack of effective mechanisms for bringing scientific 

and technological products to the level of goods; 
• lack of a flexible system of training and retraining of specialists and personnel; 
• underdevelopment of the sphere of small innovative enterprises with the necessary flexibility for  

rapidly changing market conditions; 
• undeveloped innovation infrastructure, low level of R&D funding. 
Thus, it can be summarized that the existing problems in the development of an innovative economy, 

restrain not only innovation activity in the country and in its regions, but also reduce the motivation in the 
formation of intellectual potential. 
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А.Б. Майдырова 

Инновациялық белсенділік интеллектуалды əлеуетті  
тиімді пайдалану шарты ретінде  

Ғаламдық инновациялар мен технологиялық кеңістіктің пайда болуы Қазақстан Республикасының 
экономикалық секторларын əртараптандыру жəне шикізат ресурстарын дамытудан ауытқу жолымен 
елдің тұрақты динамикалық дамуына бағытталған қазіргі заманғы мемлекеттік экономикалық 
саясатты анықтады. Бұл тұрғыда кəсіпорындарда инновациялық қызметтің қарқындылығы өсіп, бұл 
қарқыны мен инновация деңгейіне сəйкес интеллектуалдық əлеуетті қалыптастыруды ынталандыруға 
əкеледі. Мақалада елдегі инновациялық қызметті дамыту туралы сипаттамасы келтірілген. Дағдарыс 
барлық өнеркəсіптік кəсіпорындарға əсер еткенімен, Қазақстанда инновацияларды құру жəне тарату 
салаларында əлсіз белсенділік бар. Қазақстан Республикасы Статистика агенттігінің мəліметі 
бойынша, республикадағы инновациялық белсенді кəсіпорындардың үлесі респонденттердің жалпы 
санының 9,6 %-ын құрады. Бұл деректер, өкінішке орай, еліміздің инновациялық белсенділігін 
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ынталандыратын мемлекеттік бағдарламалардың қабылдануына қарамастан, осы бағыттағы ерекше 
өзгерістердің жоқтығына əкелді. 

Кілт сөздер: интеллектуалды əлеует, инновациялық қызмет, инновациялық экономика, зияткерлік 
ұлт, инновациялық экономика. 

А.Б. Майдырова 

Инновационная активность как условие эффективного  
использования интеллектуального потенциала 

Становление глобального инновационно-технологического пространства определило современную 
государственную экономическую политику Республики Казахстан, нацеленную на достижение устой-
чивого динамического развития страны путём диверсификации отраслей экономики и отхода от сырь-
евой направленности развития. В этом контексте актуализировалось усиление инновационной актив-
ности на предприятиях, что привело к мотивации формирования интеллектуального потенциала, со-
ответствующего темпу и уровню инноваций. В статье дана описательная характеристика ситуации в 
стране по развитию инновационной активности. В Казахстане сегодня, когда нынешний кризис затро-
нул практически все промышленные предприятия, наблюдается слабая активность предприятий в 
сфере создания и распространения инноваций. По оценкам Агентства РК по статистике, удельный вес 
инновационно-активных предприятий в республике составил 9,6 % от общего количества респонден-
тов. Эти данные приводят к мысли, что, несмотря на принятые государственные программы, которые 
должны мотивировать инновационную активность страны, к сожалению, больших сдвигов в этом на-
правлении не происходит. 

Ключевые слова: интеллектуальный потенциал, инновационная активность, инновационная экономи-
ка, интеллектуальная нация, инновационная экономика. 
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