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Effect of serotonin on myocardial contractility in newborn rats
with excess and deficiency of serotonin in the embryonic period

Serotonin as a neurotransmitter (5-HT) plays a crucial role in the cardiovascular system. Serotonin is a
humoral system of regulators and modulators of physiological processes. Under pathological conditions, the-
se processes can turn into factors contributing to the development of diseases such as atherosclerosis, arterial
hypertension, and pulmonary hypertension. The 5-HT4.and 5-HT2B receptors are found in cardiomyocytes.
During the embryonic period, serotonin acts as a growth factor and plays an important regulatory role in the
crucial period of embryonic development, in particular, a heart of an embryo. Therefore, any interference
with this system in the womb can disrupt the normal development of the cardiovascular system. In the given
study, there is some data provided to indicate'that a change in the serotonin concentration created by the sero-
tonin synthesis and the membrane serotonin transporter blocked in the embryonic period of ontogenesis, af-
fects the inotropic function of the right wventricular myocardium in early postnatal ontogenesis, which is
caused by a change in the contraction time in the groups under the experiment. Thus, statistically the response
of cardiomyocytes to serotonin is significantly higher in the group with an excess of serotonin and signifi-
cantly lower in the group with.a deficiency of serotonin compared to the control group.

Keywords: serotonin, myocardium, embryonic ontogeny, postnatal ontogenesis, fluoxetine, parachloro-
phenylalanine, a rat, pregnancy.

Introduction

Serotonin, or 5-hydroxytryptamine (5-HT), is a biogenic monoamine wildly spread in the body. It
demonstrates its various actions by binding to membrane receptors [1, 2]. In the central regulatory mecha-
nisms-of cardiovascular activity, the subtypes of the 5-HT1A, 5-HT2 and 5-HT3 receptors play a key role.
The 5-HT4 and 5-HT2B receptors have been found in cardiomyocytes. These receptors are involved in the
regulation of myocardial contractility and affect the temporal parameters of contraction [3].

When realizing its effects via 5-HT2 receptors, serotonin represents an important regulator for the
growth of non-neuronal tissues during embryogenesis [4]. In the myocardium of infant rats, the expression of
the 5-HT2A u 5-HT2B receptors is observed during active phases of morphogenesis [5]. The intracellular
signaling via 5-HT2A receptors induces an inotropic effect based on phosphorylation of the light myosin
chain, which results in the Ca®" sensitization. The transmission of 5-HT4 receptor’s signals causes inotropic
effects involving cAMP and PKA-mediated phosphorylation of proteins involved in the activation of calcium
channels. This leads to increased contraction due to an increase in Ca®* concentration [1, 2, 6].

Being a key signaling molecule in heart progenitor cells, serotonin is involved in the development and
differentiation of myocardial cells as well as the separation of heart chambers. Thus, in case of serotonin
reuptake inhibitors administered during pregnancy it can stimulate disturbances in heart morphogenesis [7].
Hence, the effect of fluoxetine in early pregnancy can cause congenital heart defects [8].
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Parachlorophenylalanine (pCPA) is widely used as an agent to lower serotonin levels. It has been found
that pCPA is able to significantly reduce the level of serotonin in the brain in mice, rats and dogs [9].

It can be assumed that a change in the concentration of 5-HT or blockade of its receptors during preg-
nancy adversely affects a number of cellular processes required for normal formation of the heart in the fe-
tus.

The objective of this study is to analyze the effects of serotonin on the inotropic function of the right
ventricular myocardium in newborn rats with blockade of the synthesis of serotonin and membrane trans-
porter in the embryonic period of ontogenesis.

The research objectives are outlined below:

1. To analyze the effect of blockade of serotonin synthesis and serotonin membrane transporter in the
embryonic period of ontogenesis on the timing of myocardial contraction in 7-day-old infant rats.

2. To study the effect of different concentrations of serotonin on the right ventricular myocardium in 7-
day-old infant rats with blockade of the membrane serotonin transporter and that of the serotonin synthesis
during the embryonic period of ontogenesis.

Materials and methods

The research has been carried out in the scientific laboratory of the Department of Normal Physiology
of Kazan State Medical University.

The object of the study is pregnant female Wistar rats and their offspring at the age of 7 days. Starting
from the 11th day of pregnancy, the pregnant females have been injected intraperitoneally for 10 days:
Group 1 (control) — saline; Group 2 — a selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor, antidepressant fluoxetine
(Fluoxetine hydrochloride, Sigma, USA) at a dosage of 50 pg/kg; Group 3 —a blocker of serotonin synthe-
sis PCPA (4-Chloro-DL-phenylalanine, Sigma, USA) at a dosage of 100 pg/kg. As a result, there have been
2 experimental groups:

i) A group of animals with blockade of the serotonin transporter;

ii) A group of animals with a blockade of serotonin synthesis.

The research materials are the strips of the myocardium of the right ventricles.

The responses of the temporal characteristics of contraction (contraction duration) of the right ventricu-
lar myocardium strips to serotonin (Serotonin hydrochloride, Sigma, USA) at successive concentrations of
0.1 mM, 1.0 mM and 10.0 mM have been evaluated.

The hearts of infant rats pre-anesthetized with urethane (800 mg/kg) have been removed and placed in a
Petri dish with an oxygenated working-selution. The 2—3 mm long and 0.8—1 mm in diameter strips were
prepared from the right ventricular myocardium. The specimens were placed vertically in 25 ml tanks, into
which the working solution has been injected. The response of time parameters of contraction in response to
5-HT has been calculated as a percentage from the baseline. The contractions have been registered using the
Acq Knowledge 4.1 software. The signals have been processed using the Elf software (developed by
A.V. Zakharov).

Statistical analysis. Using'Microsoft Office Excel 2016 and Statistica V.6.0 on a PC, some statistical
processing has been made with the definition of M, m and 9; the significance of differences is calculated us-
ing the Student's t-test with the differences considered significant at p<0.05.

Results and discussion

In the'7-day-old infant rats, a decrease in the contraction time for all concentrations of 5-HT can be ob-
served in the control group and the experimental group 1 with blockade of the serotonin transporter. If com-
pared with the initial values in the control group, the time of myocardial contraction has been reduced by
0.03 seconds (30 %) (p<0.05); in the experimental group 1, one can see a decrease of 0.02 seconds (20 %). In
the experimental group with blockade of the serotonin transporter, compared with the experimental group
with blockade of serotonin synthesis, the contraction time in concentrations of 0.1 mM is lower by 0.010 se-
conds (10 %) and at concentrations of 1.0 mM and 10.0 mM, it is lower by 0.012 seconds (13 %) (Fig. 1).
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Figure 1. The serotonin effect on the time of myocardial contraction in 7-day-old infant rats

In animals of 7 days of age, there is an increase in the contraction time in both control group and the
experimental group 1 with blockade of the serotonin transporter as compared with the control group.

In the experimental group 2 with those animals with blockade of serotonin synthesis, the same (similar)
reaction of the contraction time has been observed for the first two concentrations of 5-HT (by 0.1 mM
(9.47 %), by 1.0 mM (9.98 %)). Also, in this experimental group at the maximum concentration of 5-HT, the
time of myocardial contraction is 7 % higher than in the experimental group 1 and by 6.6 % higher (p<0.05)
compared with the control group (Fig. 2).
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Figure 2. Response of myocardial contraction time to 5-HT in 7-day-old infant rats

Conclusions

In the experimental group with blockade of the serotonin transporter, statistically, the contraction time
has been significantly lower compared to other groups. This is probably due to the blockade of SERT, as a
result of which, there could be an increase in 5-HT in this group of animals. This also resulted in the largest
number of serotonin receptors activated, which may have led to a rapid contraction of the myocardium.
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It has been shown that in the early postnatal period of infant rats, the adrenergic innervation of the heart
is immature. Despite the presence of adrenergic receptors in the ventricular myocardium, and with sympa-
thetic stimulation in place, the positive inotropic effect does not develop until the 14th — 21st day of life [10].
During this period, it becomes important to maintain the inotropic function due to other non-adrenergic
mechanisms, in particular serotonin. In addition, the intracellular mechanisms upon activation of 5-HT4 and
B-AR are similar and realized through the adenylate cyclase mechanism [10—-12].

In the experimental group with blockade of serotonin synthesis, only the smallest reduction in contrac-
tion time has been observed if compared to other groups. This may be related to the inhibition of serotonin
synthesis during the embryonic period, which may cause structural rearrangements of calcium channels as
well as their insufficient development. It is possible to have a decrease in the sensitivity of serotonin recep-
tors as well as in the number of calcium channels both on the membrane of cardiomyocytes and the surface
of the sarcoplasmic reticulum. This can be expressed by a significantly low response of cardiomyocytes to
serotonin in comparison with the group having serotonin in excess.

There has been the relationship established between the level of serotonin in theé embryonic period of
ontogenesis and the functioning of Ca®" channels of the membrane of cardiomyocytes and sarcoplasmic re-
ticulum in newborn rats [13].

The study shows that a change in the concentration of serotonin in prenatal ontogeny results in the shift
of the inotropic function of cardiomyocytes in early postnatal ontogenesis. It issinduced due to the change in
the contraction time in all the experimental groups.
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M.XK. AxmetoBa, P.P. Hurmarymmna, @.A. Munay6aesa, .M. TrikexxanoBa

IMOPHUOHBIK 1AMy Ke3eHiH/e CePOTOHUHI APTHIK KIHE JKeTICIEHTIH ereyKyipbIK
KYWIKTePiHIH MHOKAPAbIHbIH KUBIPbLIFBIIITHIFbIHA CEPOTOHMHHIH dcepi

Heiipomenunarop ceporonun (5-HT) xypek-KaHTaMbIpiap >KyHeciHne MaHbBI3IB! pei aTKapaisl. CepoTOHUH
(U3MONOTHANBIK TPOLECTEPAIH TYMOPAIABIK JKYHECIHIH PEeTTEYIIIiCi jKoHE MOJYJIATOPbI OOJbIN TaObLIaab!
JKoHe Oyn Kyllene akay maiina OonraH JKarjaiiia of aTepOCKIEpO3, apTepUalAbIK THUIEPTEH3US, OKIe
THIIEPTEH3MSICHI aypyJIapblH TYAbIPAThIH (akTopiapra aiiHananel. Kapaunomuouutrepne 5-HT4 sxone 5S-HT2B
peuenrtopiapsl TabbuFaH. IMOPHOHANABIK MaMy Ke3iHAe CepOTOHHH ocy (akTophl peTiHAe IMOPHOHHBIH
naMy OapbICBIHIA, COHBIMEH KaTap JKYPETiHiH JaMyblHOa NICMIyNN MaHbBI3[bl PETTEYNIl PeJl aTKapajbl
Jewmexk, imreri Oy kylere apaiacy >KypeK-KaHTaMBIpJIaphl )KYHECIHIH KaJBIITHl JaMybIH OY3ybl MYMKIH.
Makana aBTOpIIaphl 3epTTey OApBICEIHIA OHTOTEHE3 IH SMOPHOHAIIBI Ke3€HIHAe CEPOTOHIH CHHTE3IH JKOHE
CEPOTOHMHHIH MeMOpaHaJbIK TachIMaJIAyIIBICHIH 0Oerey apKbUIbI TYBIHJaFaH CEPOTOHHH KOHIEHTpA-
IUSCBIHBIH ©3Trepyi, MOCTHATAIAB OHTOTSHE3/IeTi OH KaphIHIIa MHOKapABIHBIH HHOTPONTHIK KbI3METIHE 3cep.
eTETiHIH KOPCETETiH MAIIMETTEp KeNTIpreH, sIFHU OYJ1 SKCIIEPUMEHTTIK TONTaparbl MUOKapATHIH YKUBIPHLTY
YaKbITBIHBIH ©3repyiHeH Oaiikamaapl. Ocputaiiinia, ©Oakpulay TOOBIMEH —CajbICTHIPFaHIA CEPOTOHUHIE
KapIHOMHOLUTTEPAIH PEaKUUsAChl CEPOTOHMHHIH apThIK MeJjIepi 0ap TONTa CTATHCTUKANBIK TYPFbIIaH
JKOFapbl )KOHE CEPOTOHMH JKETICTIEHTIH TONTa CTATUCTUKAJIBIK TYPFbIIAH TOMEH.

Kinm ce30ep: cepoTOHNH, MHOKapl, 3MOPHOHAIBIBI OHTOTEHE3, MOCTHATAJBJBI OHTOTEHE3, (hTyOKCETHH,
napaxjiopheHmIIaHnH, ereyKYHPHIK, KYKTITIK.

M.K. AxmeroBa, P.P. Hurmatynnuna, ®@.A. Munny6aesa, I.M. TrikexxanoBa

Bausinue CepoTOoOHMHA HA COKPATUMOCTL MHOKaApAA Y KPbBICAT
¢ M30BLITKOM M I[e(l)l/IHI/ITOM CEPOTOHUHA B 3M6pI/IOHaJ'Il>HOM nepuoae

Heiipomenuarop ceporonun (5-HT) urpaer BaxkHyro poiib B CeplaedHO-cOCyAUCTOil cucteme. CepOoTOHUH
HpeCTaBIsieT co00M T'yMOpalbHYIO CHCTEMY PEryJsTOpOB. U MOAYIATOPOB (DM3HMOIOTMYECKHX TPOLECCOB,
KOTOpPBIE B YCIIOBHSAX MAaTOJOTHH MOTYT IIPEBPAINATECS B (PAKTOPHI, CIIOCOOCTBYIOININE PAa3BUTHIO 3a00JeBa-
HHH, TaKUX KaK aTepOCKIEPO3, apTepHaNbHasl THIePTeH3Hs, JISTOYHasl THIIepTeH3us. B kapaumomuonmTax 00-
HapyxeHbl pernentopsl 5-HT4 u 5-HT2B. B sMOpnoHaTEHOM IepHoie CEPOTOHUH BEICTYIIAET B KauecTBE
(axTOpa pocTa U UrpaeT BAXHYIO PETyIMPYIOLIYIO POJIb B PENIAIOMINI IEpPHO pa3BUTHS YMOPHOHA, B 4acT-
HOCTH, pa3BuTHA cepana. CienoBaTelbHO; BMEIMIATENBCTBO B 3TY CHCTEMY B yTpoOe MaTepu MOXKET Hapy-
MINTh HOPMAJIbHOE Pa3BUTHE CEPJCYHO=COCYIUCTON CHCTEMBI. ABTOpPAaMHU CTaThH MPUBEICHBI JaHHBIE, CBU/IE-
TENBCTBYIOINE O TOM, YTO U3MEHEHHE KOHIIEHTPALlUH CEPOTOHNHA, KOTOPOE CO3/[aBalloCh OJIOKa0H CHHTe3a
CEpOTOHMHA U MEMOPAHHOTO MEPEHOCUNKA CEPOTOHMHA B YMOPHOHAIBHOM MEPHOJIE OHTOreHe3a OKa3bIBaeT
BIIMSTHUE HA MHOTPOMNHYIO (DYHKIHIO MHOKapJa MPaBOro JKEIyAO0UKa B PaHHEM IOCTHATaJIbHOM OHTOTEHE3E,
YTO 00YCIIOBIICHO N3MEHEHHEM BPEMEHH COKpAIIEHNs B SKCIEPUMEHTANBHBIX Tpymnnax. TakiuM oOpa3om, pe-
aKIMs KapIHOMHUOINTOB HA CEPOTOHMH CTAaTUCTHUYECKH BHIIIE B IPYIIE ¢ H30BITKOM CEPOTOHHMHA M HIXKE B
rpymnme ¢ 1eGUIUTOM CEpOTOHHHA TI0 CPAaBHEHHIO C KOHTPOJILHOH IPYIIIOH.

Kniouesvie cnosa: cepoTOHNH, MUOKapH, SMOPHOHANEHEIA OHTOT€HE3, IIOCTHATAIBHBIN OHTOTEHE3, (IIyoKce-
THH, NapaxjopheHnIaNal1H, Kpbica, 0epeMEHHOCTb.
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