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Analysis of indexes of Kazakhstan higher education accessibility  

Development of higher education ordinarily indicates the level of development of the country as a whole. 
This also refers to the accessibility of higher education, which is taken into account in the calculation of many 
world indexes that characterize the development of a particular state in the world ranking. The accessibility of 
higher education is one of the priorities for the development of higher education in Kazakhstan in accordance 
with the State Program for the Development of Education and Science for 2016–2019. The accessibility of 
higher education depends on many factors, including the standard of living of the population, tuition fees, fi-
nancing of education by the state, the availability of various mechanisms for admission to higher education 
institutions. The article analyzes the accessibility of higher education in Kazakhstan, which results in drawing 
a   conclusion that it is necessary to strengthen integration processes in the field of higher education aimed at 
improving the level of accessibility of education in higher education institutions of the country. 

Keywords: higher education, integration in higher education, integration of business and education, accessi-
bility of higher education. 

 

The level of development of higher education is known to indicate the level of development of the 
country as a whole. This is evidenced by the fact that world rating bodies include the level of development of 
higher education in their indexes of the country's competitiveness, human development, etc. in particular in 
the WEF Global Competitiveness Index of 2017–2018. The Republic of Kazakhstan ranks 57th in the list of 
137 countries [1]. This index includes the availability of educational services, including higher education 
(Table). 

T a b l e  

Kazakhstan's positions inWEF Global Competitiveness Index 

Indicator 
Index 

2017–2018 2016–2017 2015–2016 
Innovation -95 59 -72 
Financial market  -114 -104 91 
Commodity market  -72 -62 49 
Labor market  35 20 18 
Basic conditions  69 62 46 
Infrastructure  68 63 58 
Business competitiveness  108 97 79 
Institutions  60 49 50 
Technological preparedness  52 104 61 
Health and primary education  59 94 93 
Market size  43 56 46 
Higher education  56 57 60 
 Very bad Bad Good 

Note. Source [2]. 
 
In addition, the availability of higher education provides great opportunities for the young people, open-

ing up prospects, including ones to improve material prosperity, which is a factor in the accessibility of the 
same higher education. 

In this regard, the accessibility of higher education in Kazakhstan, which is designated as one of the 
main priorities of the State Program for Development of Education and Science for 2016–2019, is becoming 
a very significant problem. 
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It is known, that ОECD in a succession of its reports for 2017 makes a recommendation on studying 
and, accordingly, increasing accessibility of higher education. 

Despite the positive measures taken in the field of higher education, Kazakhstan currently does not pay 
enough attention to equal access to higher education.In particular, as early as 2007, OECD developed and 
recommended a program of access to higher education for students from rural schools and low-income fami-
lies, which provided flexibility in transfer from one major to another or from one university to another (for 
state grant holders) and encouraged university teachers to the teach school students, etc. [2]. However, when 
analyzing the education situation in 2017, the OECD group did not register any such programs or flexibility 
with regard to the change of a program. This means thatover 10 years there have been no significant changes 
in the sphere of higher education, especially with regard to the accessibility of higher education. 

In order to assess the accessibility of higher education in Kazakhstan, we will analyze a number of indi-
cators reflecting this problem: the income level of the population, grant financing, the level of literacy of the 
population and the combinations of these factors. 

As a rule, students from rural areas often have a lower level of preparedness for Unified National Test-
ing(UNT) than the students living in cities. This is evidenced by the reviews of the Ministry of Education 
and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan, National Center for Education Statistics and Assessment, OECD, 
World Bank, etc. Despite the fact that the state allocates 30 percent of the grant quota for rural graduates, 
distribution of state grants based on UNT results combined with lower quality of education in the regions 
creates an unfair barrier [3]. 

The difference in income levels of urban and rural population is added to this problem, which further 
exacerbates the inequality in accessibility of higher education (with regard to paid education services). 

 

 

Figure 1. Satisfaction with living standards among Kazakhstan citizens (source [4]) 

This indicator allows talking about a general decrease in the level of population satisfaction with the 
living standards. At the same time, in 2015 there was a sharp increase in this indicator in rural areas due to 
the adoption of state programs for agriculture development. However, in 2017, satisfaction started declining 
at a rapid pace (Fig. 1). 

Of high importance in assessing the accessibility of higher education are grants, state orders, state loans, 
etc., and other alternative options for paying tuition (Fig. 2). 

As can be seen in Figure 2, the reduction of student body in higher education institutions is accompa-
nied by the reduction in the share of tuition paid from the state budget and from the population's own 
funds.At the same time, the tuition payment by the employers increases.On the one hand, this indicates that 
the accessibility of higher education is declining (since on average the share of payment at the expense of 
own funds remains practically at the same level), the share of payment from the state budget is decreasing. 
And, on the other hand, there is a positive trend of increase in the proportion of employers paying for train-
ing their future employees.Thus, companies make intellectual investments, contributing to the development 
of integration processes in universities (integration of business and education). 
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Figure 4. Satisfaction with accessibility of higher education by age, % (source [5]) 

Figure 4 shows that the population of 15 to 62 years olddemonstrate approximately the same results in 
terms of satisfaction with the availability of higher education in Kazakhstan. The indicators are quite low 
(less than half). As a reason why they consider higher education unavailable, they mostly note a low standard 
of living, high tuition fees, and a small number of state grants. 

Thus, gross enrollment in higher education (taking into account vocational education) is quite low (Fig. 5). 
The gross enrollment ratio in higher education is defined as the ratio of the number of students, regard-

less of age, studying in organizations of technical and vocational education and higher education institutions, 
to the total population aged 18-22. It should be noted that there is a tendency in the country foradult popula-
tion (30-45 years) to get higher education when they already have the financial opportunity to pay their tui-
tion. 

Thus, at present there are a number of problems with regard to accessibility of higher education: low 
level of state funding, ineffective distribution of state financing, ineffective policy of student crediting, lack 
of interrelation between labor market needs and university graduates. 

 

 

Figure 5. Gross higher education coverage, % (source [6]) 

The OECD group notes that despite the apparent wide support of the state by awarding state grants, 
government subsidies continue to disproportionately support those who could learn without this support, be-
ing an irrational use of resources [7]. 

The lack of a mechanism to provide financial assistance from employers, based on paying tuition fee 
considering needs of the company in the relevant employee is an important obstacle to access to higher edu-
cation in Kazakhstan. Students mostly pay for their education from personal funds and/or from the state 
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grants, while integration of business and education could significantly increase the accessibility of higher 
education and ensure the improvement of the quality of education based on the needs of the labor market. 

Integration of higher education with previous and subsequent education stages could also expand access 
and address inequalities. If in schools we introduce,for example, a couple of subjects that are prerequisites 
for disciplines taught at the university, it would be possible to provide specialization, and, therefore, greater 
readiness and interest in entering universities.This kind of integration is very important and necessary in or-
der to ensure at least a slight increase in the accessibility of higher education. 

Integration of training programs between higher education institutions of different countries can also 
contribute to improving the accessibility of higher education. These programs should be of different levels, 
designed for heterogeneous categories of entrants, providing an opportunity to get higher education. 

This kind of integration (with business and with curricula of foreign universities) will also contribute to 
improving the quality of education, since they will be focusedprimarily on developing practical skills that are 
in direct demand by employers themselves. 

The interest of employers in the result of integration with higher education institutions, in qualified 
graduates possessing exactly those skills that are currently required at the labor market will also lead to an 
increase in the accessibility of higher education, since employers will be interested in paying for the training 
of their potential staff. This is an intellectual investment, which will pay back and will be a lot cheaper than 
continuous retraining of the staff that can transfer to another company. 

Thus, at present, the country's top leadership has recognized the problem of the low accessibility of 
higher education in the country and started a wide range of reforms. A new State Program for the Develop-
ment of Education and Science for 2016–2019sets a national education strategy for the coming years [8].The 
priorities of the program also include improving the accessibility of higher educationthrough integration be-
tween education, science and industry, integrating Kazakhstan into the European Higher Education Area, 
encouraging employers to invest in training their potential employees, etc. In other words, the question is 
raised about creating an economic mechanism of integration processes in higher education both between the 
universities and within the universities. 

Regarding the accessibility to higher education the use of Distant Learning could enhance especially in 
rural areas the situation for those parts of the population who are not willing or for whatever reason (work, 
family, income etc.) able to move to cities. Some recent research shows new ways and methods in how far 
modern technology combined with new didactical approaches can enhance the level and situation of learning 
and learners [9–11]. All in all this can be easily employed in Kazakhstan as well. 
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Г.А. Конопьянова, Ж.Е. Байкенов, К. Браувайлер 

Қазақстандағы жоғарғы білімнің қолжетімділік көрсеткіштерін талдау   

Жоғарғы білімнің дамуы жалпы ел дамуының деңгейімен хабардар етеді. Бұл кез келген мемлекеттің 
əлем елдері рейтингісінде дамуын сипаттайтын көптеген əлемдік индекстерді есептеуде 
қарастырылатын жоғарғы білімнің қолжетімділігіне де қатысты. Жоғарғы білімнің қолжетімділігі 
2016–2019 жж. арналған білім жəне ғылымды дамытудың мемлекеттік бағдарламасына сəйкес, 
Қазақстанда жоғарғы білімді дамыту басымдықтарының бірі болып табылады. Жоғарғы білімнің 
қолжетімділігі халықтың өмір сүру деңгейін, оқу үшін төлемді, мемлекет тарапынан білімді 
қаржыландыруды, жоо түсудің əртүрлі механизмдерін қосқандағы көптеген факторларға байланысты. 
Мақалада Қазақстанда жоғары білімнің қолжетімділігіне талдау жасалған, соның негізінде елдің жоо 
оқу қолжетімділігі деңгейін көтеруге бағытталған жоғары білім саласында бірігу үдерістерін нығайту 
қажеттілігі жайлы қорытындылар жасалған.   

Кілт сөздер: жоғарғы білім, жоғарғы білімдегі бірігу, бизнес пен білімнің бірігуі, жоғары білімнің 
қолжетімділігі.  

 

Г.А. Конопьянова, Ж.Е. Байкенов, К. Браувайлер 

Анализ показателей доступности высшего образования в Казахстане  

Как правило, развитие высшего образования свидетельствует об уровне  развития страны в целом. Это 
касается и доступности высшего образования, рассматриваемого при расчете многих мировых индек-
сов, характеризующих развитие того или иного государства в рейтинге стран мира. В статье отмечено, 
что доступность высшего образования является одним из приоритетов развития высшего образования 
в Казахстане согласно Государственной программе развития образования и науки на 2016–2019 гг. 
Доступность высшего образования зависит от многих факторов, включая уровень жизни населения, 
оплату за обучение, финансирование образования со стороны государства, наличие различных меха-
низмов поступления в вузы. В статье проведен анализ доступности высшего образования в Казахста-
не, на основании чего сделаны выводы о необходимости усиления интеграционных процессов в сфере 
высшего образования, нацеленных на повышение уровня доступности обучения в вузах страны. 

Ключевые слова: высшее образование, интеграция в высшем образовании, интеграция бизнеса и обра-
зования, доступность высшего образования. 
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