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The theoretical framework for bilingual social issues studies

The changing geographical, demographic, economic, political, cultural and other factors affect the process of
bilingualism in their own way and collectively influence the history, current situation and future of a certain
bilingual phenomenon. When different language groups coexist, geographical factors \ shape people's activity
area and language usage and sharing and the distribution patterns of ethnicities and language groups affect the
distribution patterns of bilingualism. The economic activities among different ethnic groups promote the de-
velopment of bilingualism and the languages of countries with higher the level of economic development will
be more likely to spread. The state apparatus can affect the language usage and cultural development in a
country through various education program and cultural events. The culture and religions have<nfluence on
improving people’s cohesiveness and formation of national consciousness, religious consciousness and lan-
guage consciousness, which then exerts important effect on the types and development of bilingualism.
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Bilingualism is a real phenomenon that attracts many scholars to study and also a very complex prob-
lem, which is difficult to have a theoretical system.

In 1997, Mr. Qingxia Dai and Mr. Junfang He, wrote an.article in the sixth edition of Ethnic Studies
that brought forward the subject name and concept of «bilingualism». Then the concept of «bilingualism»
was gradually accepted with the formation of some academic groups named after «bilingualismy» in China
and usage of term «bilingualism» in papers by various scholars. However, the development of «bilingual-
ism» theory still lacks a comprehensive and systematic theoretical framework.

The writer took the establishment of theoretical framework for Bilingualism as his goal in 2005, while
he was writing his doctoral thesis. In the followingyears, he further improved and refined the idea of theoret-
ical framework for Bilingualism and published the:monograph «Outline of Bilingualism» in 2014.

In that framework, he defined Bilingualism studies as a sub-discipline of Applied Linguistics., which
identifies, investigates, and offers solutions to bilingual-related problems in real life. The three pillars of Bi-
lingualism studies will be bilingual learning, bilingual teaching and bilingual problems in society. Some of
the academic fields related to Bilingualism studies are bilingual learning, education for bilingual students,
the development of bilingualism problems in current society.

1. The Basic Principle of Bilingual Social Study.

In terms of social problem studies, Marx had formulated the method of historical materialism. In Marx's
historical materialism theory, the material world determines the spiritual world, productivity determines the
production relations, economic base determines the superstructure and the later in return influence the for-
mer. Although bilingualism phenomenon and problems are complex, in substance these phenomenon are de-
termined by numerous, factors in the human society and Bilingualism development will in return affect the
society.

2. The Main Idea of Bilingual Social Study.

a) Geographical Environment and Language.

Geographical boundaries, such as mountains, rivers, oceans and deserts, can divide human activity areas
and constrain the usage and sharing of language. For example, the eight major dialects are mostly classifies
by geographical region. In South Region of Xinjiang and Tibet, people’s Chinese speaking and writing level
is generally low, which is determined by geographical characteristics. Nation borders are artificial bounda-
ries that limit people's activity areas, which affect the Bilingual formation in a similar way as geographical
boundaries.

b) Demographic and Language Life.

Without the contact of different ethnics groups, there won’t be the needs for second language learning
and without frequent, sustained and large-scale contact in different linguistic groups, there won’t be sus-
tained, large-scale and high-level second language learning phenomenon. In the nationality history and lin-
guistic history, the bilingualism in society often forms when there is mixing of different linguistic groups. In
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Xinjiang, the bilingual level of the multi-nationality inhabited areas is obviously higher than that of the sin-
gle-nationality inhabited areas.

¢) Economic and Language life.

Economic activities are often the most direct, the most enduring and the strongest driving power for dif-
ferent nationalities to contact each other. The exchange of goods and the synergetic development of econo-
mies are driving the development of the bilingual phenomenon. In all multi-ethnic and multi-lingual coun-
tries, the language of the nationalities with higher economical power will spread more easily within the coun-
try. During the European industrialization era in the 18th and 19th centuries, English, French, Russian, Ger-
man and Spanish were all influential languages in the world. However, with the rapid colonial expansion of
Britain, English stood out from other western countries. After the World War II, the United States became
the most powerful country of the world and English-speaking countries, Britain, the United States and.other
countries, continued to exert great influence on world politics and economy, which eventually leads to the
fact that English became the most acknowledged international language [1; 123].

d) Politics and Language Life.

The economic base determines the superstructure and the superstructure is the concentrated reflection of
the economic foundation. Superstructure is divided into political superstructure and consciousness super-
structure and the core of political superstructure is state apparatus that plans and guides the language devel-
opment in a country, which then affects the formation of bilingual types and the development of bilingual.

The influence of the state on its language life

The main vehicles of impacting on the development of bilingualism are language legislation, language
planning and the culture and education management. The government influences thousands of language
learners and language teachers through the management of culture and education. The formation of common
languages in many countries was impacted by the states. Australia is a nation of immigrants, which strength-
ened English to establish a unified country with British immigrants as the main body. When this goal was
achieved, Australia began to develop a second language on the basis that English as the only official lan-
guage will not be threatened to promote economic and-it is beneficial for the independent continent to have
more cultural exchanges with Asian, African and Latin American countries to achieve long-term and stable
prosperity [2; 225]. Although the United States has not legally instituted English as the official language, it
does not hamper the formation of the powerful language policy of «English-only». Because of the strong
economic and technological strength of the United States, English occupies the only position in every aspect
of social life. Despite all this, every bigiimmigrate inflow to US causes social unrest in the United States pe-
riodically, while people think the status of English are threatened and propose to restrict the use of other lan-
guages and define English as the official language of the country in the law [3; 335].

Political factors.influence the status of the native language through
the comprehensive strength of the country

In the relationship between politics and linguistic life, political factors affect economic development,
then affect the improvement of the country's comprehensive strength and ultimately influenced the status of
the country's language. Although many countries use all kinds of administrative means to influence the lan-
guage development and make efforts on improving their native language status, the effectiveness of these
effort depends on the actual level of the comprehensive national strength, which ultimately depends on the
political and economic development of the country. Since the Chinese reform and opening-up, the economic
development and the improvement of comprehensive national strength are the solid foundation for the grad-
ual improvement of international and domestic status of Chinese as a language.

Different political forces have different proposition on language life

In the political conflicts, every political force always puts forward and devotes itself to carrying out its
own language development policies while bringing up its political and economic plans. Because of the na-
tionality and external symbolism of a language, conflicts on language policies often become the precursor of
economic and political conflicts. This phenomenon has been fully demonstrated in the process of East Paki-
stan's independence [3; 99]. Therefore, we should see the political and economic problems behind the lan-
guage problems. In social management, we should not only take political and economic considerations, but
also study and consider the language issues.
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Languages and politics cannot be equated simply

The first attribute of language is the most important tool of human communication. Though language
has a second attribute, cultural attribute, the second attribute is still based on the first attribute of a language.
It is segmented to only pay attention to the tools property of language, but not to the cultural attributes of
language when we are identifying and dealing with language-related problems. However, if we put the cul-
tural attributes of language in the first place that surpasses the tools property of language, we will make a
fundamental mistakes of putting the cart before the horse. A wise government will not simply equate lan-
guage with politics, but strive to establish a language policy that is conducive to social harmony and pro-
gress.

5. Culture (Religion) and Language Life

There are many kinds of cultural concepts. In this paper, I only selected religions, which play an im-
portant role in guiding the psychological world, as the example to study the relationship between culture and
bilingualism. The basic ideas are as below :

Religion and language are inseparable. Sacred scripture, religious rites, religious spread and religious
life cannot be divided from language and letters of a culture. Religion has a great influence on language de-
velopment.

The process of religion in a culture spread to other countries is often also the process of language of that
culture spreading to other countries. For example, with the spread of Islam in the world, it has become a mul-
ti-cultural worldwide religion across the three continents, Europe, Asia‘and Africa and at the same time Ara-
bic has become a worldwide language.

Different religions have different attitudes towards language usage, which affects bilingualism phenom-
enon in different ways. Christian doctrine encourages missionaries to evangelize in the languages of all na-
tions. Therefore, the Christian Bible translation progress is particulatly prominent.

Religion strengthens the cohesiveness of the religious people and their national, religious and linguistic
awareness, which has a great influence on the types and.development of bilingualism. Jews have been dis-
persed around the world for more than a thousand years, but they still retain their own language and a major
reason is the influence of Judaism which tells its followers that Jews are the selected by God, and the Penta-
teuch are the revelations God has given to Jews in Hebrew. Therefore, Jews learn and retain their language in
awe of God.

6. The significance of Proposing a Theoretical Framework for Bilingual Social Studies.

a) The Theoretical Significance.

The author tries to construct the ‘general outline and basic process of the bilingualism development in
discussion above. Geographical, population, economic, political and religious factors affect the formation of
bilingualism phenomenon in the society initially. The first step of bilingualism is language learning, which
brings the need of bilingual language teaching and the scaled bilingual education programs further promotes
the development of bilingualism in society. Then the dynamic geographical, demographic, economic, politi-
cal and cultural factors.continuously influence process of bilingualism in the society. They all exert influence
on the process of bilingualism through their own ways and ultimately form a joint force to determine the his-
tory, current situation and future of a certain bilingual phenomenon. From now, the three processes, bilingual
learning, bilingual teaching and bilingual social problems , are integrated and interacted, which jointly de-
cides the emergence and development of bilingualism.

b) The Practical Significance.

Thereis a phenomenon in the study of Chinese ethnic and linguistic issues, which is people are keen to
follow a certain trend. For example, when the Soviet Union was founded, it chose the form of federalism ac-
cording to its own national conditions. At that time, some people thought that China should also practice fed-
eralism and attributed all ethnic and linguistic problems in China to the absence of federalism. After the dis-
integration of the Soviet Union, the world pattern changed from polar antagonism to superpower and the
United States became the world’s leading power. At that time, some people began to think that the national
policy of the United States was successful which only emphasized the national consciousness, but not on the
national consciousness and created a strong national consciousness a of the nation. Their argument is China
should learn from the United States, which totally ignores the huge differences in history and reality between
China and the United States.

Some people cannot see the alleged «universal value» of «democracy and freedom» comprehensively
and practically, who ignores the special factors of China's history and reality, they simply apply it on identi-
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fying and solving Chinese national and linguistic problems and totally deny all efforts made in solving na-
tional problems since the New China founded.

Actually, Marxist historical materialism is still a powerful tool for us to analyze society. The criterion to
test the correctness of a policy is «three benefits» that are: It benefits the improvement of social productivity,
it benefits the enhancement of national comprehensive strength and it benefits the improvement of people's
material and cultural life. Every policy that deviates from this goal will not be effective, no matter how ideal
it sound. The constructive goal of language development plan should be improve social harmony and devel-
opment.
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K. Yeiiro

KocTtingimikTi s1eymeTTik Macesie peTinae 3epTTeyAiH TeOPHUsJIbIK Herizaepi

OsrepeTin reorpagusIbIK, JeMorpadusIbIK, SKOHOMHKAIBIK, CasCH, MOJCHM XoHE Oacka na daxropiap
KOCTIAUTIK YpiciHe ©3 acepiH Turizeni xoHe Oenriii Oip exi KyObUIBICTBIH TapUXbIHA, Ka3ipri jkarmaibiHa
JKOHE KeJlellerine acep ereai. Typni TUIAIK TomTap eMmip.cypee, reorpapusuibik dakropiap / agamaapablH
KBI3MET €Ty aliMarblH KaJIBIITACTHIPY *KOHE TLIAEPAl OPTAK Makaanany, COHIaH-aK THUKAIBIK TONTap MEH
TINAIK TONTapABIH YJeCTipiny yiarinepi eki Tinge TapaTyablH YAriiepiHe acep erefi. OpTypiii dTHHUKAJIBIK
TONTAap/bIH SKOHOMHKAJIBIK KBI3METi KOCTUIAUTIKTI JaMbITyFa BIKMAN €Teli JKOHE SKOHOMHKAIBIK JAaMy
JeHreili JKOFapbl eNjepliH Tiiajgepi KeHIiHeH Tapaiapl., MeMIleKeTTiK ammapar opTypni OimiMm  Gepy
GarmapraManapbl MEH MOJCHHM IIapajiap apKbUTbL €T TUIAI KONJaHy MEH MOJCHH JaMyblHa ocep eTyi
MYMKiH. MoJIeHHeT TIeH JiHIep XaIbIKTHIH OlpJIiriH HEIFaUTyFa XOHE YITTHIK CAHaHBIH, JiHU CaHA MEH TLIHIK
caHa-Ce3iMiH KaJbIITAaCThIPyFa JKOHE 1€ KOCTUILALTIKTIH TYpJepi MEH JaMybIHa BIKIAJIbl MaHBI3/IbL.

Kinm co30ep: OUIMHTBU3M, SIEYMETTIK Macelesep, IKOHOMUKAJBIK (akTopap, YITTHIK OOJIMBIC.

K. Veiiro

TeopeTnueckue 0CHOBBI M3YUYeHHS ABYSI3bIYHS KAK COLMATbHON MP00JieMbl

Wzmenstonpecs . reorpaduiyeckne, IeMorpaguieckue, SKOHOMHYECKHE, IIOJIMTHUECKHE W KyJIbTypHBIS
yCTIOBMSL BIMSIIOT HA TPOIECC JABYSA3BIYMS, a Takke Ha HCTOPHIO, TEKYIIyI0 CUTyali0o M Oymyiee
OIPEIENICHHOT'O ABYSA3BIYHOTO SBJICHUS. ABTOPOM CTaThbU M3y4eHbl OCOOCHHOCTH BIMSIHUS Pa3HbIX (haKTOpOB
Ha _SI3bIKOBOE (DYHKIMOHHPOBAHHE, OOHAPYKEHA B3aMMOCBS3b MEXY PAcHpeaeNeHHEeM STHUYECKHX TPYII,
reorpaduyeckumMn (GakTopaMH M PAcIpOCTPAHEHHEM ABYA3bIUMA. B pesynbrare cucreMaTH3aluu psja
Hay9HBIX (DaKTOB ¥ THIIOTE3 aBTOP MPUXOIMT K BEIBOJY O TOM, YTO SKOHOMHUECKAsl aKTUBHOCTb Pa3IMIHBIX
STHUYECKUX TPYIII CIOCOOCTBYET Pa3BUTHIO ABYS3BIYNS, HAHOOJIEe PACTIPOCTPAHEHHBIMH OYIyT S3BIKH CTPaH
¢ OoJiee BEICOKAM YPOBHEM SKOHOMHYECKOTO pa3BUTHs. [loguepkHyTa poib ToCyaapCTBEHHOTO amapaTa Bo
BHEJIPCHUH IBYS3BIYHOI KyJIBTYpHl ITOCPEACTBOM PA3IMYHBIX 00pa30BaTENLHBIX MPOTPAMM M KYJIBTYPHBIX
MeponpuaTiid. [JoMrIMo 3KOHOMHUYECKHX (PaKTOPOB, HA Pa3BUTHE JIBYS3BIUHS OKA3BIBAIOT CEPhE3HOE BIIMSHHE
(akTbl, popMHUpYyIOLINE HALIMOHAIBHOE CAMOCO3HAHUE, B TOM YHCIIE U PEIIMIHO3HOE CO3HAHHE.

Kniouesvie cnosa: 6I/IJ'II/IHFBI/13M, COHMAJIbHBIC HpOGJ’IeMLI, OKOHOMHYECKUC (baKTOpr, HaIlMOHAJIBHOC
CaMOCO3HaHHUC.
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