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Linguistic representation of the phenomenon of
national identity in Kazakhstani mass media

The article explores the verbalization of the phenomenon of national identity in the context of Kazakhstani
media discourse as an important channel for transmitting societal values and norms. The study focuses on two
popular online news platforms that shape public opinion in Kazakhstan. The methodological framework is
based on discourse analysis, which makes it possible to identify linguistic and stylistic features that contribute
to the construction of perceptions of national belonging. The paper examines authors’ strategies of influenc-
ing the reader, the choice of vocabulary, and mechanisms for creating persistent stereotypes that reflect or
shape national self-awareness. Special attention is given to the role of the author as anyactive,subject of media
discourse and the influence of the socio-political context on the perception of identity. The research findings
emphasize the significance of media discourse in the process of forming collective, identity*and public senti-
ment in contemporary Kazakhstan.
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Introduction

National identity represents a complex and multifaceted, phenomenon, deeply interwoven with social,
philosophical, psychological, cultural, and ethnic dimensiens. The exploration of national identity necessi-
tates a holistic approach, acknowledging its fluid @and dynamic nature. A vast body of research dedicated to
this subject has enabled the identification and categorization of key approaches to its understanding.
A. Yashin defines identity as “a property of the ARuman psyche to express in aggregate the idea of his belong-
ing to various social, national, professional, fiaguistic, political, religious, racial, and other groups or com-
munities, or to identify himself with a particular person as the embodiment of the properties inherent in these
groups or communities” [1]. This definition,underscores the inherent interconnectedness between individual
self-perception and collective affiliatiop.

Given that identity involves thefSelf-determination of an individual, its study must encompass all inter-
acting elements. Societal elements.exert a considerable influence on identity formation, as individuals inter-
nalize experiences, knowledge; and both favorable and unfavorable perspectives originating from their social
milieu. The heightenedyinterest'in social identity issues witnessed in recent decades is, therefore, a natural
consequence of its pervasive influence on individual and collective behavior. This study specifically focuses
on the defining characteristics of national identity, a prominent subset of social identity, while acknowledg-
ing the intricate interplay between the two.

The importance of examining national identity arises from its inherent susceptibility to change, driven
by crucial factors such as political ideologies, economic fluctuations, the rise of multiculturalism, and assimi-
lation processes. Globalization, migration patterns, and technological advancements further contribute to the
evolving landscape of national identity. Understanding these dynamic forces is essential for navigating the
complexities of modern society and fostering inclusive and cohesive communities. The continuous re-
evaluation and adaptation of national identity in response to these influences highlight its enduring relevance
in the 21st century.

Material and research methods

The investigation of national identity in this work is carried out through a discursive practice approach.
E. Chepkina asserts that “the identity of the subject arises in discourse and, accordingly, every statement of
the subject is an action to establish his own identity” [2]. The authors examine the phenomenon of national
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identity in Kazakhstan through the prism of media discourse, recognizing the fundamental role of mass me-
dia in shaping and conveying concepts of national identity in contemporary society. Thanks to its extensive
audience reach, media discourse possesses the capacity to influence the formation of national ideology and
national self-consciousness while serving as a representative material for the analysis of the verbalization of
national identity.

The study includes media texts from two of the most recognized Kazakhstani news websites:
tengrinews.kz and inform.kz. Content analysis of the national identity phenomenon, supplemented by
linguocultural commentary within the media context, facilitates not only the reinforcement of existing na-
tional stereotypes but also their re-evaluation in light of globalization and cultural exchange.

Results and Discussion

National identity encompasses a perception of “the nation as a coherent whole, represented by unique
traditions, culture, and language” [3]. It is not an innate characteristic; however, an individual’s nationality
directly influences the self-identification process. E. Hobsbaum aptly observes that the former ideal of states
comprised a linguistically, culturally, and ethnically homogeneous populace [4]. In the contemporary world
due to globalization and political dynamics along with significant migration most countries have become
multi-ethnic. And therefore creation of unified national identity among citizens, which serves to consolidate
society, is considered an acute problem. There is a burgeoning need for developihg andidentity that is based
not only on ethnic origin and shared historical legacies, but also on a unity of opiniess, principles, and moral
values.

The self-identification of individuals is an intricate and multifaceted‘process. Moreover, integration into
a society characterized by ethnic, linguistic, religious, and cultural @iversity complicates the already chal-
lenging identification process. Being part of the USSR has left an indefible mark on the current demographic
landscape of Kazakhstan. In the context of the presence of aumerous ethnic groups, the acquisition of inde-
pendence, and a dynamically developing world, the issue of ferming a national identity that can serve as a
unifying tool for the multi-million population of Kazakhstanivso€iety has become one of the most pressing
challenges.

The issue of national identity has been extensively examined by various Kazakhstani scholars, includ-
ing R.K. Kadyrzhanov [5], I.M. Akylbaeva , [6], D% Sharipova [7], M.B. Zhiyenbayev [8], M.Sh.
Kabaziev [9], and Zh.E. Kolbachaeva [10]. There are also some works highlighting the importance of mass
media in shaping the identity of a nation [1d]. Fellowing the attainment of independence, the state was con-
fronted with the imperative of establishing a unified identity for all citizens of Kazakhstan. The Kazakh gov-
ernment has implemented several poliCigs ‘@imed at fostering ethnic harmony. One notable initiative is the
Assembly of the People of Kazakhstan,”which works towards strengthening interethnic relations and promot-
ing national unity. Presidentd<assymsJomart Tokayev emphasizes the significance of preserving interethnic
harmony within the nation. His\grineiple of “Unity in Diversity” has inspired a corresponding project aimed
to showcase the cultural diversity and intercultural synergy present in Kazakhstan.

Despite the vigerous _premotion of the “Unity in Diversity” concept, which includes ethnic, linguistic,
cultural, and religiousdiversity, there is a bit of dispute over national identity within society. On one hand,
there is a growing population of Kazakh-speaking people who aspire to revive the heritage of the Turkic
world and keep the distinctive national characteristics of the Kazakh people. On the other hand, there is a
number of russified Kazakhs who are westernized, support bilingualism, and cultivated more adaptive
worldview. This dichotomy regarding national self-identification among the Kazakh-speaking populace
compels the authors to address this critical issue pertinent to contemporary Kazakhstan.

This article presents an analysis of selected news articles about events in Kazakhstan and globally, en-
compassing economic, political, and cultural issues. A prominent indicator of national identity that can easily
be seen in the text is the usage of words representing nations and nationalities. Consequently, the lexemes
such as «Kaszakcran», «Kasakcranabikrapy, «Kaszakcranasiky, less frequently «Kasak emi» are used.

The creation of news is a collaborative effort involving the media text author and editors. Being product
of multiple contributors, the news message encapsulates a wide range of representations of national identity.
A significant aspect of national identity manifestation in news messages is the author’s self-identification
with the Kazakh nation, which reflects a sense of belonging. In this context, the focus shifts to the varied lin-
guistic expressions indicative of such involvement, representing a linguistic approach to the examination of
national identity. The use of possessive pronouns, in particular, often serves to express the author’s identifi-
cation with his nation. Compare:
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— Hunnomam sxkomypusmuiy Kazaxcman yuin manvi30blivleblHa epexuie mokmanovl. Komu Jluumiy
atimyvinuia, 6i30iy en-Kycmapovl OAKbLIAUMbIH KAYbIMOACmbIK, yulin 6acmul 6azeimmapowsty 6ipi [inform.kz
13.01.25];

— 2024 dcolnvl enimiz XarblKapaniel apenaoa 0ipxamap Mayvl30bl ic-uapaiapea Kamvicmol, 0¥ enodiy
arcahanovly 6edenin apmmulpy2a HCoHe XANbIKAPATLIK, bIHMbIMAKMACMbIKIMbL Hbleatimyed bIKNAl emmi
[inform.kz 04.01.25].

The identity factor may also be examined through the lens of modality, particularly text modality. Ac-
cording to N. Valgina, modality constitutes a crucial component of text formation and perception, as it inte-
grates all text units into a cohesive semantic and structural entirety [12]. E. Anisimova posits that “modality
is a category that encompasses a variety of types of qualification of the reported, incorporating both subjec-
tive (emotional, positive, negative, etc.) and objective (logical, intellectual, etc.) assessments of the text’s
content” [13].

Obijectivity in journalism represents an aspirational standard that is exceedingly challenging to attain.
Despite the ostensible neutrality of presentation, the author’s perspective on the events described inevitably
infiltrates the text, manifesting implicitly through subtle cues that an observant reader must discern. Uncov-
ering this implicit subjectivity necessitates considerable effort and critical analysis. The challenge lies not
solely in the intentional manipulation of facts — although this occurs — but in the ungonscious influence of
the author’s worldview, values, and beliefs throughout the news story creation,pracess:

This subjectivity is evident at all phases of text development, from topic'seleetion to final editing. At
the outset, during the fact selection stage, the journalist filters the informationskle*chooses one incident that
is worth audience attention among dozens or even hundreds. This selection, segardless of its apparent obvi-
ousness, is inherently subjective.

The subsequent stage, interpretation of events, is particularly, vufnerable to subjectivity. The author of
the media text employs various verbal techniques, specific wokds,\syntactic constructions, and stylistic de-
vices to shape the reader’s perception of unfolding events.

Ultimately, the manifestation of modality is reflected(in the accompanying commentary. An analysis of
the presentation style, the frequency of certain word usage,‘and the application of rhetorical devices enables
the revelation of the author’s underlying position. Fer example:

— Ksaopobune Kazaxcmanea oa kendi: mockayvligo0 ol KaHoat? /[an ocwl scam KbliblK enimizee
oe aocemin omuip [inform.kz 21.12.24].

Informing readers about the appearanee, 0fsquadrobics in Kazakhstan, the author intentionally depicts
this phenomenon in a negative light, astevidenced by the selective vocabulary, including terms such as
«rockaysL» (Obstacle) and «oxar kpuTSIRY (iM@ppropriate behavior). The title of the article, which captivates
the reader’s attention, is formulatedassan interrogative sentence (Quadrobics have come to Kazakhstan: how
can they be prevented?), thereby semantically reflecting the author’s stance regarding quadrobics.

A notable characteristic,ofmedia texts is evaluative semantics. The analysis revealed that articles and
news reports from Kazakhstani,media over the past two years predominantly convey positive information.
Compare:

— Kazaxcmannogf400=2¢ srcyvix ouniomamst cupex mindepoi meneepeen [inform.kz 19.12.24].

Positive informatiop’disseminated through the media significantly influences a nation’s image, with na-
tional identity serving as a crucial component. An individual’s capacity to identify with their country is en-
hanced by an appealing image and favorable reputation of the country. Both image and reputation are dy-
namic constructs; thus, they necessitate continuous management. The media plays a pivotal role in this re-
gard. The publication of positive articles instills a sense of pride among the citizens of Kazakhstan and culti-
vates favorable associations among international audience. Phenomenon of national identity elucidates the
choice to highlight the proficiency of domestic diplomats in foreign languages. Although the role of a diplo-
mat inherently requires knowledge of foreign languages, the author of the media text deemed it essential to
underscore the number of Kazakhstani diplomats proficient in rare foreign languages. Take a look at another
example:

— buvin Moocinicke yw 3ay masa xaszax mininde azipnenin mycken. Kvin 6acwinan Ilapramenm
Kapayvlna myckeH 3ay0apobly iwinoe yuleyi masa Kazax miiinoe azipieneen. byn mypanvt denymam A63an
Kycnan Typxicman kanacvlnvly epexuie mapmebeci mypaivl 3aH HCOOACLIH MAIKbLIAY Ke3IHOe aummbl
[inform.kz 18.12.24].

The formulation of three bills in the Kazakh language is another example of positive news. Previously,
laws and other normative legal acts were written in Russian and then translated into Kazakh, which empha-
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sizes the prevailing language dynamics in Kazakhstan, marked by a distinct predominance of Russian over
the state language. Such developments, which pertain to linguistic matters, are prevalent within the media
discourse of Kazakhstan, as language serves a pivotal role in national differentiation.

Additionally, the realm of positive news encompasses notable events on the global stage and the ac-
complishments of compatriots, which collectively evoke a sense of national pride. In Kazakh media, articles
referencing foreign states and representatives of other nationalities are particularly common. It reflects a de-
sire for acknowledgment by the international community. This endorsement and recognition of “others”, in
this context, serves to enhance the collective self-esteem of the nation. For example:

— Ywak anamol: O3epOaiidcarn HCYpmol Ka3aK XAIKbIHA AIblC aumuln dcamvlp. OKiniuke Kapai, aye
anamoulnan mepm 6oneanoap oap, bopmma donzan 6apavik Kazaxcman azamamel Katimeic 6010vbl. Anamman
amau Kan2an scanoapea 0iz0iy dapicepiep men OAcKa 0a KY3ulpibl OPeAHOAPObIH MAMAHOAPbL HCAH-HCAKMbL
xemex kopcemin acamoip [inform.kz 28.12.24].

In the context of the Azerbaijani plane crash near Aktau, the author documents the gratitude expressed
by Azerbaijani citizens towards the Kazakh populace. This gratitude emphasizes the provision of healthcare
by Kazakh doctors and various support services. Such expressions of appreciation reflect a sense of pride in
the proactive stance of the state and its commendable ethical character.

— Kaszax xanxvinvly Kublh commezi KOMe2iH apoaublM ecme CAKmanmvl3 — \@3epoaudican minuici
[inform.kz 25.12.24].

The author included a quotation from an Azerbaijani correspondent in théitlewin Wwhich he thanks Ka-
zakh people for their assistance during challenging times. This indicates duther’s engagement in the event
and his civic stance. The existence of an “observer” in the form of the international community may exem-
plify the emergence of ethnocentrism, manifested in the aspiration te"Showcase the distinctiveness of one’s
culture. Compare:

— Maoxcapcmanoa «KazaxcmanHoly KownmeHOiepiy ammipl \Kopmeni 12 mvly adam mamawanaovl
[inform.kz 10.12.24].

The announcement regarding the exhibition “Nogadg of Kazakhstan” in Hungary highlights the attend-
ance of 12,000 visitors, subtly suggesting a significant‘interest in nomadic culture among foreign audience.
Culture plays a crucial role in the development of nationalidentity. The internalization of culture, its preser-
vation, and its acknowledgment by external entities aresintegral to the process of national self-identification
among individuals.

The achievements of citizens and recegnitien by the international community, also significantly influ-
ence individuals’ positive perceptionsyof their hational identity. The success of notable compatriots instills a
sense of pride. This pride constitutes afandamental element of the emotional component of national identity,
which is reflected in the prominencgé of publications about distinguished representatives of Kazakhstan with-
in the media discourse. Examples include:

— Kasaxcmanouwix akmep Heto®Hopxme mapanamya ue 6010wt [inform.kz 10.01.25];

— Kazaxcmarnowix sicac aHwi Epoican Maxcum [{ydaiioa emken xanvikapanvix 6edendi SANREMO BEST
SONG 2025 6aiikaystnviy.baepicynoecin scenin arown [inform.kz 10.01.25];

— Kasaxcman Global ¥irepower (GFP) 2025 pevimunzinoe 1,1016 ynaii sorcunan, 58-wi opvinnan 57-wi
opvinea kemepindi. byagpemme enimiz ackepu Kyamol scasvinan Opmanvix A3usoazel ey y30iK memiexem
mapmebecin cakman kanowt [inform.kz 13.01.25].

Another determinant in the formation of national identity is the territorial expanse of the state. The size
of the territory, natural resources, and geographical features collectively shape the image of the country for
its citizens, while also serving as influential factors in attracting tourists. Pay attention:

— Kasaxcman 2025 ocoiner Keimaiioaevl ey nepcneKmusanivly mypucmix 06agvim oen maHwliobl
[inform.kz 10.01.25].

Acknowledgment of Kazakhstan as the best destination to travel in 2025 by Chinese citizens reflects a
positive international public opinion of Kazakhstan in the matter of tourism supply.

A recurring theme in Kazakhstan’s media discourse is the aspiration to engage with cultural phenomena
that are likely to captivate the audience. For instance:

— JKaxvinoa 2021 scoinvl anemee aveini 6onzan maunviman «Kanvmap ouvlHbly cepuanbiibly KONmMeH
KymKeH eKinui maycolmul scapul kopoi. Cepuanoa Kazax XauKblia emeHne manvic ycmen oUblHOApbl KOPIHic
manmol. Cepuan asmopiapvl KOPEPMeHOi OUHAMUKANBIK CIONHCEMIMEH 8AHA eMeC, JCAHA CHIHAKMAPbIMEH Oe
Katima man2anovipovl. Kvizvlzel con, scana maycvimoassl kellbip otvinoap Opmanvik A3us kewnenoiiepiniy
yammulx otubinoapwina Kammol ykcatiowr [inform.kz 06.01.25].

Cepus «dunonorusax». 2025, 30, 3(119) 67



T. Lyanova, G. Issina, A. Bilyalova

In this media text, the author draws an analogy between the games portrayed in the widely acclaimed
television series “The Squid Game” and the ancient games of nomadic societies. Such content reflects the
author’s intention to highlight the rich spiritual and cultural legacy of the Kazakh people. Recently, Kazakh-
stan has aimed to distance itself from Russia while advancing closer relations with the Turkic world. This
pursuit of Eurasian integration is similarly endorsed by other Turkic nations. Evidence of this is manifested
through the organization of the “Nomad Games” and various cultural events that promote Turkic traditions
and customs. The inclination to reconnect with one’s roots is grounded in the notion that the preservation of
identity is significantly influenced by the recollection of historical narratives. The perception and assessment
of oneself and the surrounding world are largely shaped by national history and culture, which are transmit-
ted across generations. Thus, the identity of a community, people, or state is constructed through historical
traditions that have evolved over extended periods. Within the media landscape of Kazakhstan, an “external
perspective” on the country is especially prevalent. In one of the articles, the author offers readers an over-
view of significant political developments from the preceding year:

— 2024 orcolavl enimiz XanvlKapanvlk aimol Yivimea mepazanvlk emmi. Ewkawarn enimiz 0ip ocviioa
MYHWa yuvimea mepazanvik emnezen. Aman aumkanoa, Kazaxcman Llanxail sihmeimMakmacmolk Yiblmbl,
Yorcoimowix Kayincizoik wapmol Yivimel, A3uadagvl 63apa ic-KUMbLL JHCIHE CEHIM JUapanapvl HcoHinOe2l
xenec, Typki memnexemmepi Yibimvl, Apanovl KYmKapy XaiblKapaivik Kopbl, ,A3Bix-mynik kKayincizoiei
arconinoeei Ucnam yiimvina mepasa 600wt [inform.kz 19.12.24];

— buwvinevt axnan avvinoa I'epmanusauviy 6e0endi 2ulibIMU-capanmamdielk\opmanvizel — «Iviivim
Jrcone cascam Kopwly «Opma Oepicaganap — XanblKapanblk Caacammagbl_Maysl30vl Gakmopiapy ammol
KOIeMOi MAKANANAP HCUHAEIH wbleapovl. Onoa Kazaxcman anzaui penopmeas0epicasanlap KamapvlHa eHol
[inform.kz 19.12.24].

Acknowledgement of Kazakhstan as a middle power strengthensgts jposition of influence on the interna-
tional political arena. It is widely recognized that the enhancement, of a nation’s foreign policy potential is
essential for the effective identification and representation of itSicitizens.

The category of positive news often includes news aboutithe’ most developed areas of Kazakhstan. One
of them is digitalization. Kazakhstan is among the mostdigitally developed countries in the world. This is
definitely something people of Kazakhstan can be proud of:

— Kazaxcmanovixkmap eGov Mobile kocblmudes! apkviivl 2as2a Kocvliyea ominiul bOepe anaodvl
[inform.kz 19.12.24];

— Kazaxcman onnaun-gbizmemmep un@ekcinpotivinua 10 kewbacuvl endiy kamapvina Kipoi. byeinoe
bYY 6azanaywi Ootivinwa Kazaxcman, yughpardnovipy canraceinoa ineepi sxcemicmixmepoi Kopcemin omsip.
bizoiy enimiz 193 memnexem apaceindaN2 4=t opbiHOa, COHOAQU-AK OHAAUH-KblI3Memmep UHOeKci OOoubIHuaA
10 kewbacuvinbly Kamapvina xipedi. &azaxcman Tooxcikeman, Tozo, Ceeppa-Jleone cuskmul endepmen
INEKMPOHObL YKiMem Calacbodesl 0sbiK wewindepin 6onice 6acmaownt [inform.kz 11.12.24].

The author emphasizes that Kazakhstan intends to share its experience with other nations, including Ta-
jikistan, Sierra Leone, and Togo. Articles highlighting achievements in digitalization accentuate the im-
portance of digital g#eformsain’ Kazakhstan. It is posited that showcasing greatest strengths and masking
weaknesses may refleet a pational characteristic of the Kazakh people. This is evidenced by culturally in-
fused phrase such as «Ka@maHbIH JKachIpbIIL, )KaKCBICBIH ackIpbi», Which has similar meaning with the idiom
“Don’t wash your dirty linen in public”.

An analysis of media texts indicates that negative assessments in the Kazakh mass media, when depict-
ing events or facts, is less prevalent than positive portrayals. For instance:

— Kazaxcman xenip maceneci oxmoin-oxmoln kemepinedi. Cebebi apacvlHOa canacvl3 CAlblHEAHbI,
JHcblLIRA dHcemnell akay wblkkanol oap. Kenoeyoi kasxcem ememini kanwama [inform.kz 20.12.24];

— «Toorc acemiciy: KazaxcmanOovikmapowvly KoOI aHAHACMbL JHCAHA KHCHLL MepeKeCiHOe eaHa anaodvl
[inform.kz 20.12.24].

It is important to note that in the last example, the negative assessment is subtly veiled. No adverse
events or situations are listed; however, the reader may discern an implicit critique of the financial circum-
stances of Kazakhs, raising the question, “Why can Kazakhs afford pineapples only for New Year?”

The predominance of positive articles in Kazakh media discourse may be attributable to several factors.
Primarily, this tendency reflects a characteristic of the Kazakh mentality to slide over one’s faults and show-
case one’s dignity. Secondly, Kazakh mass media lack full freedom of expression. In a country where a ma-
jority of media outlets rely on government funding, there’re almost no opportunities for criticizing activities
of the government. Consequently, the restriction or absence of this fundamental right profoundly impacts the
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construction of national identity in Kazakhstan. Having large audience, mass media functions not only as a
channel for transmitting the national idea but also as an instrument in its formation.

Continuing the discussion on evaluation semantics within the Kazakhstani media landscape, particularly
in the Kazakh-language segment, attention is drawn to the optimistic perspective of the author in a media
text:

— Illemende 6inim anvin scypeen cmyoeHmmepOiy caubl OOUbIHWA 27emOesi ey y30ik 15 endin
apacvinoa Keimaii (1 man-nan acmam cmyoenm) xow 6acmaca, Kazaxcmarn mizimuiy coyvinoa (78 mvignan
acmam cmyoenm) myp. llecenmen, en mYpevlHOAPbIHbIY Wemende OKUMbIH CHYyOeHmmepae KamvlHACbIH
ecenmeumin 6oacax, anemoezi mon-3 endiy xamapvina Cupus, Osz6excman odicone Kazaxcmarn Kipeoi.
Kasaxcmanuoiy  aopbip 250—wi  mypavinbl  wemende 0Oinim  anvin  orcamvlp. XKIO  Oeneeiiin  manoay
xepcemkenoetl, Cupus, Henan, Ozbexcman dcone Kazaxcmanuviy 3IKOHOMUKATLIK KOPCEMKIUmMepi moemeH
0on2aHbIHA Kapamacman, 0¥ efdep 63 HcAcmapvli uiemenze 03vlK OiliM anyea sxibepyee muipbiCbln Keneoi
[inform.kz 10.01.25].

According to the journalist, China occupies the foremost position in the global ranking of countries with
the highest number of students studying abroad, whereas Kazakhstan ranks last. This text fragment is charac-
terized by ambivalence; on one hand, there is a distinctly negative assessment, while on the other hand, the
author endeavors to alter the narrative. The author highlights that in relation to the population of Kazakhstan,
one in every 250 Kazakhs studies at a foreign university, which constitutes a,considerable statistic. Further-
more, it is indicated that, despite low economic indicators, nations such as Uzbekistam, Nepal, Syria, and Ka-
zakhstan are striving to send their youth to developed countries for educatighalsepportunities. The media text
conveys the author’s optimistic perspective on the situation. The trait of optimtism, perceived as a national
characteristic of the Kazakh people, has been evident throughout theviStorigal development of society. Pres-
ently, the significance of public optimism has begun to be articulated by members of the Assembly of the
People of Kazakhstan (APK) at various forums. It is apparent that the concept of fostering a unified national
identity in a multinational and sovereign Kazakhstan is bolstered by the citizens’ belief in a prosperous fu-
ture.

Sports hold a prominent position within the information, landscape of Kazakhstan. Specifically, the ath-
letic accomplishments of the nation’s citizens on the global stage frequently serve as a source of national
pride, contributing to a positive national image and“influencing individual self-perception positively. Ka-
zakhstan's mass media is abundant with articles dedicated to the success of its athletes. Examples include:

— @pucmaiin-moeyroan Kazaxcman gggpamacoinvly cnopmuvicol Anacmacus 1 opooko Aimamwsioa
OMIN JACAMKAH ACACOCNIPIMOED APACBIHOQSbL AeM YeMNUOHAMBIHOA KYMIC Medans dcenin andwl [inform.kz
07.01.25];

— Kaszaxcman kvickor Azus dlivigapol mapuxsinoa 200-2e scyvix medans dwcenin anean [inform.kz
09.01.25];

— Kaszaxcman Kypamacul ceyeepiecyoen Onem kybozvinoa sicynoecep amanown [inform.kz 05.01.25];

— Kazaxcemanowix ayeip amaem Kamapoa exi pem pexopo opnammer [inform.kz 24.12.24].

The role of sparts jas awsubdiscourse in the formation of national identity was studied in the work of
P.G. Astashkina regarding the 2016 Olympic Games, demonstrating how the Olympics “served as a catalyst
for both the constructiong®f national identity within the media and its representation by commentators” [14].

Another media text discusses the conclusion of a tournament involving the Kazakhstan national team:

— Kazaxcman kamoeickan United Cup mypuupiniy sicenimnasol anvikmanovi. Ocbl apanac KOMaHOAIblkK,
Jcapuvicka exinwi pem kKamvickan Kazaxcman xypamacer orcapmuvinai gunanea oeuin ocemmi. Onoa
Honvwasa scon bepoi. llupex unanda xazaxcmanoblkmap omKen HColigbl YeMnuon I epmanusinol Ymmol
[inform.kz 05.01.25].

Notably, despite the national team’s loss, the author perceives participation itself as a significant
achievement, emphasizing that the Kazakhstan team managed to reach the semifinals in only its second ap-
pearance. This fact highlights the theme of optimism prevalent in much of the Kazakh media’s material.

Within the Kazakh media, the topic of national identity is intrinsically linked to the figure of the coun-
try’s president, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev. For example:

— Ipesudenm: Kazax minindezi meduaza Konoay xepcemxim xenoi [inform.kz 03.01.25];

— Kacvim-)Komapm Tokaee 6uvin 23 pem wem memiekemke canapiaowvl, 19 xanvikapanvix popym men
CAMMUM HCYMBICLIHA AMCATLICMbL. XATBIKAPATLIK IC-Uapaniap asacbiHoa e3ze endiy bacuwvliapviver 27 pem
Kez0ecmi. Memnexem bacwuwinapvimen 49 mapme meneghon apxwinet cotinecmiy [inform.kz 04.01.25].
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The President frequently asserts the necessity of strengthening national identity, elevating the status of
the state language, and emphasizing principles of harmony, unity, and peace. It’s a known fact that National
identity is recognized as a determinant of an individual’s affiliation with the nation as a political community.
The President, along with the entire political elite, assumes a prominent role within the media landscape of
Kazakhstan. Each of his statements expresses not only personal but also collective position of the whole na-
tion.

The analysis indicates that, in recent years, the Kazakh media has endeavored to reinforce national pride
within society by enhancing the promotion of social values, traditional family structures, and healthy life-
style, while also highlighting the nation’s historical heritage. The Kazakh language is portrayed as a symbol
of national pride, and individuals who significantly contribute to its popularization often become heroes in
TV news and newspaper articles. For example:

— Ilemponaenowvix Ootisxcemken Asocan Kotiwwbloau xazaxwa guibm, myrsmeuibmoep uHmepHemme
KOICemiMOi OOJIYbl YIUIH wemenoiK myblHObLIapObl Kazakuia cotiiemin acyp [inform.kz 13.01.25];

— Cenamop memiexemmix manculpblCNeH JCapulk, KOPemin uibMHiy OaPIH Kazakuia mycipyoi YCblHObL
[inform.kz 19.12.24].

These text fragments illuminate the intricate language dynamics within Kazakhstan, characterized by its
duality. In a multi-ethnic society, language frequently becomes a battleground for palitical and social con-
flict. The preeminence of the Russian language over recent decades has relegated thésKazakh language to a
peripheral position within the consciousness of the titular ethnic group. The contemperaty language policy in
Kazakhstan necessitates a reevaluation of this issue. Presently, various initiatives are being undertaken to
elevate the status of the Kazakh language. One illustrative example is the holding of a national forum called
“The Kazakh Language as the Interethnic Language of the Great Steppé®

— Ulvivkenmme «Kazax mini — Yavl OQlaHuly YAmMAapaiolk iy pecnyOnukanvly @opymvi ommi.
DopymHuIY bacmvl Makcamvl — KaA3aK MIiLiHIE mek Oip YammplH\emec, OYKIL XaTblKmvly Opmak KapblM-
KaAmulHAC KYPAIblHA AUHATY Kadxcemmicin dicyseee acvipy. Kasax minin yipenyee, 0amblimy2a JHCoHE OHbl
Kogamoagvl 0apavlK canada KewiMen KOIO0aHyea Oaolimay, Ko2amoazvl pOJNiH apmmblpy, COHOAU-AK,
xenminoinikmi nacuxammay 6o10s: [tengrinews.kz 07.0924

The author emphasizes that the aim of the forum isjto elevate the Kazakh language to the status of a
medium for interethnic communication, thereby, incorperating representatives of diverse ethnic groups into
the Kazakh-speaking environment. In light of the prevailing policy, the authorities of Kazakhstan recognize
the potential risks of conflicts arising fromslinguistic, cultural, and other differences, and consequently en-
deavor to foster unity among the diversefpopulace of Kazakhstan surrounding a predominant identity. Ac-
cordingly, the ethical principles, foundations; and values of traditional Kazakh society are increasingly de-
picted as common for the entire multipational Kazakhstan.

— Kasaxcmanovixkmap 40 Jcoindah acmam yaxvim 00t OIpaik new omoacwbliblK KYHOLLILIKMAPOLIH
ManbI30bLILIZbIH OLN0Ipemin Jieépereni aman omin kenedi. Mepekeniy 6acmvl MoHi — YUMMbIK 09CMYPi
KYHOBLILIKMAapObl ecke MYcipy, © 0ip—0ipimizee KaAMKOPAbIK JHCACAY JHCOHe OMOACLIHOA JICHLIYIbIK NEeH
cyuicnenwinikmi cagmay mawetzor [tengrinews.kz 08.09.24].

In the aforementioned example, by “traditional national values,” the author means the original Kazakh
values.

Statistical data indicate a rising proportion of native Kazakh speakers, signifying an increase in the
number of individuals belonging to the titular nation in comparison with other ethnic groups. One contrib-
uting factor to this growth is the state policy advocating for the resettlement of ethnic Kazakhs. Interestingly,
previous term for repatriated Kazakhs was «opanmanmapy», which translates as “returnees”. Later, this term
was supplanted by the term «kammacrtap», which can be translated as relatives, fellow tribesmen, or those of
consanguineous ties. In 2024, a total of 14,391 Kazakhs repatriated to their historical homeland:

— 2024 scvinoa 14 391 smuukanvly Kazax mapuxu OmaHvlMeH mabwvicbln, KaHoac mapmebecit anovl
[tengrinews.kz 22.10.24].

The significance of ethnicity is paramount for the Kazakh-speaking population of Kazakhstan. This is
evidenced by the proliferation of publications concerning native Kazakhs residing in other countries. For in-
stance, in reporting on an Englishman’s visit to Kazakhstan, the author emphasizes in the headline that he
has Kazakh roots.

— bouivinoa xaszax xamel 6ap asvinwwvin Kazaxcmarnea genocuneonen xendi. ¥avlOpumanus mypeviHol
Amanacon Huxonac Myxamedocanose Maxunmaiip Kennemm Kazaxcmanza Hagauibl HCYPMulH i30€n Ken2eH.

70 BecTHuK KaparaHguHckoro yHuBepcuTeTa



Linguistic representation of the phenomenon...

¥rnviopumanus azamamol AMandiCoN0bIy KapblHOACLL MeH HICIHIY Oe ecimoepi Kazakua, XKanooc, Tozocan
ammot baywvipnapet 6ap [inform.kz 10.01.25].

It is further noted that the young man and his siblings have both Kazakh and English names. The fact
that this young man, who has Kazakh roots, came to visit Kazakhstan and get acquainted with his relatives
conveys implicit encouragement of the author.

The triumph of the Chinese athlete in the cross-country skiing championship is also presented to the
Kazakh reader using the lexeme «xannacy, thereby emphasizing the athlete’s ethnicity.

— «Kanoacvimoiz wanzel scapvicvinan Keimait uemnuonwst amanowry [tengrinews.kz 22.10.24].

Although the athlete competes under the flag of a different nation, the author of the media text express-
es a profound sense of pride for the ethnic Kazakh and her achievements. This illustrates that, in certain in-
stances, ethnic identity may take precedence over national identity.

Frequently, Kazakhstani news outlets feature extensive articles on prominent historical figures. One of
them is Zhanabil Smagulov, a prominent state and public figure in the People’s Republic of China. The arti-
cle’s title indicates that during his time, there were 733 Kazakh schools in Xinjiang. In this manner, the au-
thor conveys his sentiments regarding the public figure, demonstrating respect and commending him for his
strong bond with his community.

— XKanobin Coimaeynynot mycoinoa [lvinocanoa 733 xazax mexmebi boazan,, Kviinatiovly oenzini mem-
JIeKem JICaHe KOaMm Kaupamxepi, Kazak XauKbiHbly Kadipni azamamol Kanabin ColMa2yiynsl 63 3aManblHOA
Kvimaii eninde ynxen aayazeimovl Kblsmemmep amyapeaw, 6edendi, manvimainynga 0010bvi. Fymvipvinsiy
CONbIHA OeliiH MY2aH XANKbIMEH emeHe apanachin, Keaeni ou, Kkecimoi co3iMetsgumvl Yuin yaaeammol icmep
amxapowl [tengrinews.kz 21.10.24].

The usage of the expressions «kasak XalKBIHBEIH Kamipii asamatspyy(honorary citizen of the Kazakh
people) and «yrrer yuria» (for the sake of his people) serves to augment the emotional resonance of the text
and distinctly articulate the author’s stance through the selectedelexigal units. This illustrates that, for the Ka-
zakh-speaking segment of the population, ethnic identity dominates national identity.

Conclusion

In contemporary scientific discourse, the phenemenon of national identity is recognized as a subject of
interdisciplinary interest, garnering attention from schelars across various fields, including linguistics. How-
ever, despite the extensive body of literature addressing this topic, numerous aspects of the self-identification
process of individuals remain underexploreds,I'esgurrent globalized context, characterized by unprecedented
population mobility and rapid cultural,exehange, significantly complicates the landscape of national identity,
giving rise to new hybrid identities and ¢haltenging traditional models of national consciousness.

Investigating national identity/through the lens of media discourse represents a promising avenue of re-
search, facilitating the analysis of nat,enly the presentation of identity but also its formation and reproduc-
tion. Mass media serve as a powerfaltool reflecting and influencing socio-cultural processes. Analyzing me-
dia texts across different linguistic’cultures enables the identification of distinctive characteristics of national
identity within eachs€ontextathe assessment of the impact of globalization and mediatization on its transfor-
mation, and the expleration of how various media platforms cultivate and convey diverse national identity
narratives.

The authors of this study scrutinized approximately fifty media texts to examine the mechanisms of na-
tional identity representation. This analysis focused on identifying the linguistic and communicative strate-
gies employed in the discourse. Authors isolated key thematic elements prevalent within the media discourse
such as the history of Kazakhstan, national heroes, cultural traditions, relations with neighboring nations,
economic challenges, and achievements in sports.

The authors contend that national identity within Kazakhstani media discourse frequently manifests im-
plicitly, through nuanced and subtextual messages that rely on a cultural code comprehensible only to audi-
ences familiar with the Kazakhstani context. The subjectivity, value orientations, and political perspectives
of the authors significantly influence the portrayal of national identity. The research indicates that ethnicity
remains an important, albeit not exclusive, marker of self-identification. Materials published in the state lan-
guage (Kazakh) exhibit a more pronounced and representative portrayal of national identity, reflecting spe-
cific cultural and historical dimensions.

Modern Kazakhstan is engaged in the construction of its national identity upon a complex and multifac-
eted historical backdrop, encompassing its Soviet legacy, diverse population, and geopolitical standing. This
situation presents both challenges and opportunities for the development of a distinct and sustainable nation-
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al identity. It is crucial to underline that national identity is in a state of continual evolution, influenced by
both internal and external factors. Further research is warranted to consider the variety of media platforms
and to incorporate qualitative analysis of the interactions among different ethnic groups in forging a cohesive
Kazakhstani self-awareness. An integrated approach is essential for a comprehensive understanding and elu-
cidation of this significant phenomenon. Specifically, the role of new media, social networks, and bloggers in
the shaping and reconfiguration of national identity in contemporary Kazakhstan necessitates thorough in-
vestigation.

Funding: This research is funded by the Science Committee of the Ministry of Science and Higher Edu-
cation of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Grant No. AP23485158).
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Ka3akcTanablK Macc—MeInaaarbl YITTBIK Oipereiik
(eHomMeHIHIH TiSIAIK penpe3eHTANUSACHI

Makanana KoraMIbIK KYHABIIBIKTap MEH HOpMalapAbl TapaTyAbIH MaHBI3bl apHACH! PETIHAE Ka3aKCTaHIBIK
MeJua AUCKYPC KOHTEKCIHJET! YITTHIK Oipereiiik (eHoMeHiH BepOanm3anusulay KapacTHIPBUIFaH. 3epTTey
HbIcaHbl Ka3akcTanmarsl KOFaMABIK MiKip/i KAJIBIITACTHIPATHIH €Ki TaHBIMAJ HHTEPHET-pecypc. OmicTeMemiK
6a3za yNTTHIK Oipereislik Typajbl oiiapibl KypyFa BIKIAT €TETIH JIMHTBHCTHKAIBIK KOHE CTIIMCTHUKAJBIK
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epeKIIeTIKTepAi aHbIKTayFa MYMKIHIIK OepeTiH IUCKYPCTHIK TalfayFa Heri3ielreH. ABTOPIbIH OKbIPMaHFa
ocep eTy CTpaTerusiapbl, CO3[diK KOPBIH TaHJaybl >KOHE YITTHIK ©3iHAIK CaHaHBl KOpCETeTiH HeMece
KaJIBINTACTBIPATBIH TYPAKThl CTEPEOTHNTEPAI KYpY TETIKTEepi TalllaHFaH. ABTOPIBIH MeIHa IHCKYPCTHIH
GenceHmi CyOBEKTICI peTiH/eT] poJliHe JKoHe dJIeyMETTIK-Ccasich KOHTEKCTIH JKeKe TYJIFaHbl KaObuiay acepine
epeKIle Ha3ap ayAapbUIFaH. 3epTTey HoTibKenepi Kasipri KasakcraHmarbl Y)KBIMIBIK Oipereiimik IeH
KOFaMIBIK KOHUI-KYH/II KaIbIITaCTHIPY MPOLECiHIe Meia JUCKYPCTHIH MaHbI3IBUIBIFBIH aTall KOPCETe .

Kinm ce30ep. YATTHIK Oipereittik, STHOC, YT, MEAHAJAUCKYPC, MEHAMITiH, BepOaTH3anus.

T.E. JIsnosa, I'.1. Ucuna, A.A. bunsamnosa

SI3bIkoBas penpe3eHTalnus (l)eHOMeHa HAIlMOHAJbLHOM HIACHTUYHOCTH B
Ka3axCTaHCKHUX MacC—Meaua

B cratbe paccmarpuBaercs Bepbanuzanus peHOMeHa HAlMOHATbHON HISHTUYHOCTH B KOHTEKCTE Ka3aXCTaH-
CKOTO MeAMaCKypca Kak B)KHOTO KaHajla TPAHCIALUK OOIIeCTBEHHBIX [IeHHOCTeH 1 HopM. OOBeKTOM Hce-
CJISIOBaHMS CTAJIH J(Ba MO ISIPHBIX HOBOCTHBIX HHTEPHET-pecypca, (OPMUPYIONIUX OOIIECTBEHHOE MHEHHE
B Kazaxcrane. Merononorndeckas 6a3a onupaercs Ha JUCKyPCUBHBIH aHAIIU3, TO3BOJISIONIME BHISIBUTD JIMH-
TBHCTHYECKHE U CTHIIMCTHYECKHE 0COOCHHOCTH, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIINE KOHCTPYHPOBAHHIO NPE/ICTABICHUH O Ha-
IIIOHAIBHON IPHHAUISKHOCTH. AHAIM3UPYIOTCSI aBTOPCKHE CTpaTerHy BO3ACHCEBHAHA WMTaTems, BBIOOD
JIEKCUKH M MEXaHHW3MOB CO3aHMSl YCTOWYMBBIX CTEPEOTHIIOB, OTPAXKAIOIMUX HIN4QOPMUPYIONIIX HAINO-
HaJlbHOE caMoco3HaHue. Ocoboe BHUMaHHUE yJEICHO POJIM aBTOpa KaK aKTHBHORO"CYOBEKTA MEUaIUCKypca
U BIMSHHUIO COIMAIbHO-TIOJINTUYECKOTO KOHTEKCTa Ha BOCIHPHATHE HACHTHYHOCEH: Pe3yIbTaThl HCCIIEI0Ba-
HUS TTOJJYEPKUBAIOT 3HAYMMOCTh MEINaIUCKypca B mporecce GopMUpOBaHAS, KOJMIEKTHBHON MIICHTHYHOCTH
1 00IIeCTBEeHHBIX HACTPOEHHH B coBpeMeHHOM Kasaxcrane.

Kniouesvie cnosa: HanMoHaNbHAsI UICHTHYHOCTD, 3THOC, HAIIMS, MEHAANCKYPC, MEINATEKCT, BepOaIH3ariys.
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