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On the problem of gender and gender identity in various linguocultures

This article discusses the problems of gender and gender identity. Theoretical and practical aspects of gender
identity formation are considered in particular such directions as sociolinguistic, linguoculturological, com-
municative-discursive and psycholinguistic. The necessity of a detailed study of the problems of masculinity
and femininity from the perspective of person and language is revealed and justified. The article provides ex-
amples from various linguistic cultures that clearly demonstrate the differences and similarities in the cogni-
tive perception of a person, taking into account his/her sex. It is revealed that the problem of gender and gen-
der identity originates from ancient times, vividly reflected in oral folk art, in particular in proyerbs and say-
ings. Gender identity in this perspective is a portrait of the person himself, his stereotypical ideas about
his/her sex, taking into account culture, language and society. Based on the analysis cartied out by the au-
thors, it is shown that language does not just fix gender identity, characteristics or personality qualities related
to gender, it constructs and creates them.
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Introduction

The development of gender studies in linguistics begins at the end of the XX century with the advent of
postmodern philosophy. A new understanding of human activity has led to a revision of such basic categories
as personality, sex, age, ethnicity, etc. These categories'were considered biological for some time, however,
new approaches to categorization, the development of new.disciplines led to the formation of new terminol-
ogy. The concept of “gender” appeared which, froma linguistic point of view, was supposed to describe the
mechanisms of its manifestation in language and communication [1]. The modern interpretation of the con-
cept affects various aspects of gender issues, including research not only in the field of masculinity and fem-
ininity, as well as the consideration of personality from the standpoint of individuality, identity, both national
and gender. The range of issues expands. to the study of gender within the framework of a person's cultural
worldview and the reflection of his position in language, traditions, creativity, literature, etc. Fiction and cre-
ativity have become a storehouse of the history of the development of gender, gender relations and stereo-
types, which from word of mouth, from an early age; subconsciously teach every person the question of gen-
der and his gender identity.

Methods and materials

The research methodology was based on the theoretical and practical research material of such linguists
as E. Goroshko, dJ. Mann, S. Vul, A. Kirilina and others. The research methodology is interdisciplinary in
nature, which includes a continuous sampling method and comparative analysis. Using the research methods,
the analysis of proverbs and sayings of Russian and English linguistic cultures was carried out, and lexical
and semantic means reflecting masculinity and femininity were studied.

Results and discussion

In 1955, the American psychologist and sexologist John Money first identified the term “gender”, pre-
viously used in the lexical and grammatical category. Initially, this term referred to people whose sex was
difficult to determine due to their special self-image. According to Money’s conclusion, the differences be-
tween the sexes are the difference between their physiological belonging to masculinity or femininity, as
well as to what processes occur in the head of the person himself. Money’s ideas became a revolution that
led to completely new research about man.

According to John Money, any person can be programmed, that is, taught to be a boy or a girl. In our
time, this idea has found a great response, especially in Western culture. Up to 7 years old, the child is asex-
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ual. Over time, he must decide on his own which gender he wants to belong to. Accordingly, the form of ad-
dressing children, the manner of presenting information, cultural aspects of upbringing, perception and integ-
rity of the organization of life activity are changing [2].

Moreover, John Money formulated the theory of “Adam's principle”, which is that at all critical stages
of development, if the body does not receive any additional signals or commands, sexual differentiation au-
tomatically proceeds according to the female type, in order to create a male at each stage of development, it
is necessary to “add” something that suppresses the feminine [3].

For example, in psychoanalysis, the role of mother and father in the upbringing of children is often dis-
cussed. The opinion that a child needs a mother first of all is not always true. At the very beginning of the
child's development, the mother teaches him the ability to empathize, love, appreciate, respect. But normally,
the father should take no less active part in the development of the boy, being a model of masculinity. The
culture of education is directly reflected in the speech of parents in relation to their children, instilling in
them from birth the traits of muscularity and femininity: “boys don't cry”, “you're a girl”, “you're a kid”,
“man!”, “princess” and others.

In the XX century, several approaches to understanding gender and gender identity appeared. First of
all, it is believed that gender is about sex. This means that human anatomy is primary and most important,
since it determines the psychological state of a person and the manifestation of male’and female traits. At the
same time, gender is a cultural product with femininity and masculinity. The congepts that include “feminini-
ty”” and “masculinity” are culturally defined, culturally formed and can vary quite a lot and change depending
on the country, culture or era.

Western and Eastern cultures can serve as the most vivid examples of masculinity and femininity. The im-
age of a woman carries a different understanding, meaning and values.- The meaning-oriented values of Eastern
culture create the image of a mother, the keeper of the hearth, and at the same time, endow her with fewer
rights and opportunities than in Western culture. For a long time,’a woman did not have the right to be on an
equal footing with men. The values of Western culture are built primarily on the idea of equality and freedom,
where every woman is on the same level as men and has all the possibilities as representatives of the stronger
sex. For example, in Western culture, women and men can:sit at the same table, while in Eastern culture, men
and women sit separately. Nonverbal communication between the sexes is just as great in different cultures. In
the West, looking a man in the eye is considered the norm, while in many Asian countries, women are not only
not supposed to look a man in the eye, but also.walk in front of him. Gestures and facial expressions of women
are scarce, which defines them as modest, quiet and submissive representatives of the weaker sex. However,
recently, within the framework of intercultural'communication, Western women have noted that the position of
the East has its advantages, creating protection, support and social guarantee in the person of a man.

If we turn to Chinese linguoculture, we can give such an example of masculinity and femininity as
“Yin” and “Yang”, that is, “male™ and “female”. According to ancient Chinese mythology, these two forces
are interpreted as polar cosmic forces; the interaction of which gives life to the Universe. The word “Yin”
symbolizes darkness, cold; humidity, softness, passivity, pliability, and “yang” — light, dryness, hardness,
activity, etc. The union of a man with a woman resembles the cosmic marriage of Heaven with Earth during
a thunderstorm. In most mythologies, the moon, earth and water are treated as feminine, and the sun, fire and
heat are treated as masculine, etc. [3].

These“examples of the opposition of male and female speak of a binary opposition, with the help of
which human consciousness tries to order the world. The most striking examples of such an antonymy are
the following: happiness — misfortune, white — black, man — woman, life — death, right — left, etc.

The perception of a linguistic personality, including a gender linguistic personality, is based on a system
of subject meanings and stereotypes. Gender stereotypes are considered as coded images, represented in be-
havioral models and expressed in the language of the gender personality [4].

We have used metaphors, proverbs and sayings as examples, since they are, in our opinion, particularly
informative material reflecting the problems of masculinity and femininity in a diachronic aspect.

Metaphors about “male” and “female” in different linguistic cultures are quite different, but the general
idea is the same. It all boils down to the fact that everything good in a woman comes from a man, and every-
thing bad in a man comes from a woman. For example, in Russian creativity there is a strong polarization of
the properties of masculine and feminine, and everything masculine has a positive coloring. “Courageous”
— patient, brave, invincible”. Endowing a woman with masculine traits elevates her, and female traits humil-
iate a man. If a woman has a “man's heart”, this is good, whereas a man with a woman's heart is a weakling,
a coward. Cowardly voivodes are called “Scopians with a woman's heart”. The following words and expres-
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sions with different emotional coloring are recorded in the language: flirtatious, narcissistic, narcissist, bitch,
hysterical, masculine character, cunning, emotionality and so on.

Also relevant are such stable combinations as: «sce 6a6bt — OypbLy, «8010C 002U, YM KOPOMKULLY,
«MYHC — 21a8a cembUy, «0adbU YMbl PA30OPAIOM 00MbLY, «IHCEHWUHA XUumpee Yepmay, «20e baba, mav He
Ha0obeH yepmy, «20e camana He cmodicem, myoa baby noutiemy, « Women are wacky, women are vain,
they'd rather be pretty than have a good brainy, «A man without ambition is like a woman without looksy,
«When an ass climbs a ladder, we may find wisdom in a womany, « Women have nine measures of talky, «A
woman's hair is long; her tongue is longer», «Any woman can keep a secret, but she generally needs one
other woman to help hery.

According to the concept of the French anthropologist and writer Nicole-Claude Mathieu, who was en-
gaged in gender studies and materialistic feminism, gender and sex are practically unrelated. Moreover, gen-
der constructs gender. In other words, the concept that exists in culture, i.e. biological differences that are in
demand in culture, acquire the character of super-valuable.

Robert Stoller wrote in 1992 that gender identity is a complex system of beliefs about oneself [2]. In his
opinion, in order to have a certain gender identity, sex is not important, since it does not say. anything about
the person himself. Much more important are the ideas of the person himself, formed by culture, society and
individual experience. According to R. Stoller, the gender identity of an individual is formed throughout life.
And it is impossible to guess at what stage of formation it will stop.

According to the popular Russian psychotherapist Isaev D., gender identity should give awareness of
one's gender identity, that is, “I am aware, I understand who I am”. In the understanding of ordinary people,
such ideas as “male identity” and “female identity” have become entrenched. In fact, there is only the con-
cept of “gender identity”, which includes all the features of carriers and their definitions of a particular gen-
der group.

In his work “Man in a Changing World”, Kon I. writes that gender identity is a basic, fundamental
sense of belonging to a certain gender, awareness of oneself as;a man, a woman or a being of some other,
“intermediate” or “third” sex [3]. A person can have more than one personality. There is one person at home,
a second at work, and a third in society. And each of these identities is authentic. This makes it difficult to
unambiguously define “male” and “female” and suggests certain ideological conclusions: if the gender divi-
sion of labor and the norms of male and female behavior are not universal, but historically changeable, then
they can and should be treated critically, that is, they should be “deconstructed”. This also applies to the con-
tent of the categories of masculinity and femininity.

Since the 90s of the XX century, the term “gender” has appeared in domestic scientific publications;
gender issues have become available to a wide range of readers. A.V. Kirilina conducted an analysis of the
works, as a result of which several areas of gender research in the field of linguistics were identified.

Firstly, sociolinguistic and ‘psycholinguistic teachings, in which the features of written and oral texts
generated by men and women were studied. This direction has found a wide response not only among lin-
guists, but also in forensic-examination. An interesting fact is that male and female speeches have their own
identification features. Scientists also actively worked with the signs of the text reflecting falsification.

Secondly, the study of the names of female and male persons, the category of gender and related prob-
lems of reference.

The above’ directions became the methodological basis of gender studies that emerged in the late 90s.
To date; gender linguistics deals with the problems of gender research. It includes the study of such areas as
socio- and psycholinguistic, linguoculturological and communicative-discursive.

Goroshko E.I. within the framework of the socio- and psycholinguistic direction conducted a number of
experiments in which the analysis of texts, a free associative experiment was carried out [5]. Goroshko E.I.
showed the influence on speech behavior not only of gender, but also of age, level of education and the na-
ture of social activity of the subjects. Experiments have shown that the smallest differences are found in per-
sons with higher education engaged in intellectual activity [6].

The sex of the speaker is one of the most important parameters in the study of phonetic aspects of
speech: experimental studies are devoted to differences in the pronunciation of men and women.

It is impossible not to mention the studies of foreign scientists who highlight the lexical features of the
manifestation of femininity and masculinity. For example, the expression “young man”. In this context,
“man” implies a male person, while lexically “man” is neutral. The same phenomenon is also carried by the
English word person- man, which originally meant both the concept of “person” and the concept of “man”.
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After the surge of the feminist movement, this word secured only the concept of “man”. Although in modern
jargon, the context of “man”, “dude”, etc. can still occur.

Despite the fact that the understanding of gender as a factor in the study of sociolinguistic and pragmat-
ic problems is the most common, “gender is considered not only as a category of sociolinguistics and not so
much as such, and it is this view that allows us to avoid essentialism and overcome the biodeterministic ap-
proach” [7].

Within the framework of the linguoculturological direction, such concepts as masculinity and feminini-
ty were identified. According to some scientists, these concepts have long acquired the form of concepts that
differ from a number of factors, such as culture, country, way of life, etc. S.M. Vul in his work “The use of
obscene language and the gender of the addressee” speaks about the gender difference in the use of obscene
language [8]. There is an order of magnitude more obscene language addressed to a woman than to a man.
From the point of view of gender, a greater number of swear words are associated with obscene behavior and
sexual accessibility of women. For example, a loving man is a womanizer, but a woman is a slut. In general,
the etymology of the word «mareputscs» comes from the expression «mo Matepu», that,is; a person raised
by his mother is so bad that he can afford to swear. Another vivid example of the use of swear words in rela-
tion to men is the word «Omsmp». In everyday speech, this word means “prostitute”, however, itiis often used
for maximum expressiveness of the utterance. This word is also used in the context of a man, especially a
thief in law who has violated the thieves' law. Thus, the status of a man is pejoratively small and insignifi-
cant.

Moreover, during the formation of the gender conceptosphere, an asymmetry-of the signs of gender-
marked units was revealed: a man is a prototypical social figure for the Russian laugh culture, whereas “a
woman often acts as an additional object in relation to a man that does not need additional identification” [9].

Gender as a cultural phenomenon is one of the parameters of human personality reflected in language
and serving as a means of constructing identity. From the point of view of this approach, studies of the com-
municative-discursive direction are very promising, including the study of the linguistic construction of gen-
der in the communicative interaction of individuals in"various types-of discourse, the speech behavior of men
and women from the standpoint of theories of social identity and.communicative adaptation.

Currently, gender studies in the field of political discourse are of particular relevance. By paying atten-
tion to the election campaign of modern politicians, it is possible to clearly trace the gender division, as well
as ways to influence each of the categories. The methods of constructing “male” and “female” voices, the use
of gender stereotypes and other tools for manipulation are based on psycholinguistic skills of influencing
people.

Paradoxically, this direction has'resulted in an entire branch of research called NLP (neuro-linguistic
programming). It was focused primatily on those who wanted to develop certain communication skills to
achieve their goals. For example, representatives of the network business actively introduce into their work
the skills and techniques of speech influence on the cognitive perception of a partner in order to promote
goods or services. At the end of the twentieth century, a huge amount of literature appeared describing in
detail the gradual formation of communicative skills in human influence, manipulation and programming.

A huge amount of literature on NLP and public speech stirred up the Internet in early 2000. A lot of
publications with a gender orientation for readers and their gender needs have appeared on the web. For ex-
ample, the-acclaimed bestselling book “Women from Venus, Men from Mars” is aimed at young women
studying the art-of seduction, manipulation and control. From a linguistic point of view, the analysis shows
that the author, despite the external solidarity with the female sex, gently leads them to submission and re-
spect for the male sex, allowing them to guide them, provide for them and protect them.

Modern- researchers, linguists and psychologists say that there are processes of constructing gender
identity in society, which can be traced on the materials of any texts, in particular on artistic ones.

Representatives of the Moscow School of Gender Studies claim that gender is a “floating” parameter,
that is, a factor that manifests itself with unequal intensity, up to its complete disappearance in a number of
communicative situations.

Consequently, “a communicative situation can have a profound impact on discourse, which confirms
the interactive nature of identity construction” [2].

In 1990, Sandra Boehm formulated the theory of gender lenses, according to which lenses are embed-
ded in cultural discourse. Traditional or cultural beliefs about men and women are as follows: the psycholog-
ical and biological nature of men and women is different; men are the dominant sex; the differences between
a man and a woman are innate, and therefore natural. Through these lenses of gender, we perceive the world
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around us, they refract our consciousness, representation, view of others and ourselves, as a result of which
we do not see reality, but what the binary model gives us. It turns out that the division into femininity and
masculinity is artificial.

Conclusion

The gender approach in linguistics represents a further development of anthropo-oriented language
learning and allows us to consider the human factor in language in more detail, as a result of which an in-
crement of knowledge can be obtained both linguistic and interdisciplinary.

Language is the most important creative resource and without changing the language, it is impossible to
change gender perceptions, so when we talk about the appearance of new words, it is always a new look, no
matter what. When this view or this word acquires a certain kind of meanings, it expands the consciousness
not only of a particular person, but also of the entire society.

Language does not just fix gender identity, characteristics or qualities related to gender, it constructs
and creates them.

The so-called gender differences are the result of our ideas about them. They are sewn into gender
lenses, and do not reflect their actual existence at all. We think of these differences because it'seems to us
that they should be. Even when they are not there, we look for them and find thems"And we rely on them as
if they really exist.

At the individual level, gender identity is a unique portrait of a person. In this perspective, it has three
components: morphological identity associated with consciousness and acceptance or rejection of one's gen-
der identity, or anatomical sexual identity; gender role behavior, or polotypic “masculine” and “feminine”
behavior, which in each culture may have its own characteristics; sexual orientation, preference for a sexual
partner or choice of a sexual object. These three components are formed sequentially and contribute to the
formation of gender identity.

The analysis of scientific works of recent years indicates an incréase in interest in gender studies and
their intensive institutionalization and allows us to state.the study of some fragments of the language system,
while the study of speech communication is still at an initial stage. The question of masculinity and feminini-
ty also plays a significant role in the study of gender identity, which contains not only the problem of gender
as such, but also the whole mental acceptance of oneself as.a person.
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I'. Mcuna, A. BelicembaeBa

Op TYpJli JIHHIBOMYIeHHETTEpAeri reHAepJIiK KoHe
reHIepJIiK COMKeCcTLIIK MacesieciHe

Makanazna TeHIEpIiK KOHE T'eHICpNiK COMKEeCTUTK Macemnenepi KapacThIpbUIFaH. [ €HAEpiK COMKeCTIKTi
KaJBINTACTEIPYABIH TEOPHSUIBIK XKOHE NPAKTHKAIBIK acIeKTiepi, aTan alTKaHAa oJIEyMETTiK JMHIBHCTHKA-
JBIK, JIMHIBOMSACHUETTaHy, KOMMYHUKATUBTI-TUCKYPCHBTI XoHE NCHXOJIMHTBUCTHKAIBIK OarbITTap OONBIH-
ma 3epTreiareH. MacKy/UIMHIIK JkoHe (EMHHHCTIK KacHeTTep MACENeCiHiH ajaM MeH TUINIK TYPFBIIaH
erKei-Ter kel 3epTTey KaKeTTuliri anslkranrad. COHBIMEH KaTap MaKanazia ap TYpIi JIMHTBOMO/ICHUCTTaHy
cajJachlHaH MBbICAJIap KEJTIPIreH, ojiap aJaMHBIH JKBIHBIC «KATBICTBUIBIFBIH» €CKepe OTBHIPBIN, OHBIH Ta-
HBIMJIBIK KaObUIIayBIHIAFBl alBIPMAIIBUIBIKTAD MEH YKCACTBHIKTapJbl KOMMYHHKAaTHBTI TYple KepceTemi.
[eHAepITIK JKoHE TeHIePIIiK COMKECTITK Macesieci exenri aayip/eH Oactay anajsl KoHE XaJbIK aybl3 o/1e0Ou-
€TiHJIe, HEeTI3IHCH MaKaI-MOTeIep/e ailKpiH KopiHic Tabamsl. OChl CUITATTAFbl TSHICPITIK COMKECTIK aTaMHbIH
OeitHeci, MOICHHET, TiJl )KSHE KOFaM TypaJbl CTEPEOTHIITIK OWIaphl PETiHAE ajFa IIbIFaabl. ABTOpIAp XKYpris-
TeH TajayJiapra CyiieHe OTBIPBII, TiJl TeK FeHIepIIiK COUKECTIKTI, CHIIaTTaManap/ bl HeMece IeHaepre Gana-
HBICTHI JKEKe KAaCHETTEPAl TY31I KaHa KOWMai b, OJIap bl sKacan Oepei et KopCceTesi.

Kinm ce30ep: renzep, TeHIEPIIK COMKECTIK, MACKYUTHHIIK, (EMHHHUCTIK, AUCKYPC, T, MOIEHHUET, KBIHBIC.

I'. Ucuna, A. beticemOacBa

K Bomnpocy o renagepe u reHiepHOi HIEHTUYHOCTH B Pa3JIMYHBIX JUHTBOKYJIbTYpPax

B craTtbe paccMoTpeHBI IpOOIEMBI TeHAepa U TeHAECPHON WASHTUYHOCTH. M3ydeHbl TeOpeTHIecKre U Mpak-
THYECKHE aCHEKTHl (JOPMUPOBAHMS T'€HAEPHOH HICHTHIHOCTH; B. YACTHOCTH, TAaKHE HANpPABICHHUS, KaK CO-
LIUOJIMHTBUCTUYECKOE, JMHIBOKYJIBTYPOJOIHYECKOE, KOMMYHUKATUBHO-IUCKYPCUBHOE U IICUXOJIMHTBUCTU-
yeckoe. BrisiBieHa 1 060cHOBaHa HEOOXOIMMOCTh JETANbHOTO U3YYEHUST IPOOIeM MACKYIMHHOCTH U (eMu-
HUHHOCTY C TIO3UIMU YeJOBeKa U sI3bIKa. ABTOpaMU MpPUBEIEHBI MPUMEPH! U3 Pa3IMYHbIX JIMHTBOKYJIBTYP,
KOTOPblE KOMMYHUKAaTHBHO HAIJISTHO AEMOHCTPUPYIOT OTJIMYUS U CXOJCTBA B KOTHUTUBHOM BOCIIPHUSTUY Ye-
JIOBEKa C YUETOM €To MOJIO0BOH MpUHAATIEKHOCTU. BBIABIEHO, uTO Mpobiema reHjaepa U TeHIepHOH UACHTHY-
HOCTH OepeT cBOe Havyajo U3APEBIE, IPKO OTPA3UBIIMCH B-yCTHOM HApPOJHOM TBOPYECTBE, B YACTHOCTH, B I10-
CIIOBUIIAX ¥ MOroBopkax. ['eH/iepHas HIEHTHHHOCTh B TAKOM PAaKypce BBICTYIAET MOPTPETOM CaMOT0 UelloBe-
Ka, ero CTEPEOTHIHBIX MPEACTABICHUH O CBOEM IIOJIE C YU4eTOM KyIbTYyphl, si3blka U obmiecTBa. Ha ocHoBe
NIPOBEAECHHOTO aHAJIM3a aBTOPAMH ITOKA3aHO; UTO S3BIK HE IPOCTO (GUKCHPYET TeHJEPHYIO HICHTHYHOCTD, Xa-
PAKTEpUCTUKH WIN KauecTBa JINUHOCTH, CBSI3aHHBIE C TEHAEPOM, HO U KOHCTPYHPYET U CO3/aeT UX.

Kniouesvie cnosa: rennep,)IreHiepHas HICHTHYHOCTb, MAaCKYJIMHHOCTb, ()EMHHUHHOCTB, JUCKYPC, SI3BIK,
KyJIbTYypa, TOIL.
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