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Development of rural tourism as a tool for the preservation of culture 

The development of a given place or settlement can be successful if built on local endowments. We must not 
neglect, however, those «soft» factors without which the respective place would not have been attractive. 
A large part of this is made by elements of local culture: habits, traditions, crafts, local architecture etc. [1] 
We can only neglect what we do not know. If we know something, we are attached to it; it becomes part of 
us, if not in other way, in forms of feelings. On this ground, a known habit is a more definite part of culture 
related to a respective place, which may be the pledge of survival in some problematic regions and cultures. 
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The Leader programme in the European Union 

The Leader+ is one of the Structural Funds financed community initiatives of the EU, with the help of 
which rural citizens of the Union can make use of the long term growth potential of their own regions. The 
basic pillars of the programme, promoting integrated, high quality and original strategies of sustainable de-
velopment, are partner communities and networks for exchange of experience. The programme is partly fi-
nanced by the Guidance part of the EAGGF, while the rest is usually covered by public and private contribu-
tions [2]. 

The LEADER is a French acronym: Liaison Entre Actions pour le Developpement de l’Economie 
Rurale = Community Initiative for the Development of the Rural Economy. 

The community initiative launched by the European Community in 1991 promotes sustainable develop-
ment by the solution of economic, social and environmental problems at local level in the rural areas of 
Europe. The aim of the Union, then with fifteen member states, was to stop the further falling behind of im-
poverishing and ageing rural areas, and the almost two decades of experience — also in the 12 countries that 
have joined since then — seem to justify the raison d’être of the programme [3]. 

LEADER is built on the joint efforts of local public administration, entrepreneurs and non-
governmental organisations, empowering their communities with real decision-making competencies. Geo-
graphically contiguous groups of settlements, with a total of 10 to 100 thousand population, are designated for 
the implementation of rural development strategies worked out by the stakeholders. Actors formerly coexist-
ing and working next to each other become partners with the same rights, working jointly for the future of 
their own regions. 

More than half of the 500 million population of the European Union live in rural areas (in settlements 
with less than 10.000 inhabitants or with population density below 120 persons/km2), which is 90 % of the 
total territory of the continent. The rural areas of Europe are very much different, though: the spread of the 
LEADER initiative was promoted by the recognition that development strategies are more effective and effi-
cient if they are made and then implemented at local level by the local actors. The foundations of LEADER 
are clear and transparent decision-making process, the cooperation of the stakeholders and the creation of the 
infrastructure necessary for the transfer of good practices. 

The difference between measures by LEADER and traditional rural development policy is that the for-
mer provides guidance on «how» to achieve the respective goal, and does not prescribe «what» to do. Local 
participation, real cooperation and joint thinking, which may appear as auxiliary elements elsewhere, are the 
main features of operation in this place — this is the reason why the programme is more important than its 
share from the resources suggests. 

The seven pillars of LEADER make a system of tools. The point is that the elements have a positive 
correlation, each of them supplements the others, exerting thereby a long-term impact on the development 
dynamism of rural areas and also on the capacity of the local actors to identify and solve problems: 

1) Area-based development; 
2) Bottom-up approach; 
3) Trilateral partnership: business, non-governmental and public sector; 
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4) Innovation; 
5) Integrated intersectoral approach; 
6) Network operation; 
7) Cooperation [4]. 
At local level, an original and important feature of the LEADER approach is the setting up and opera-

tion of «local development association» called local action group (LAG). The LAG is responsible for draft-
ing and implementing the local development strategy, making decisions on the planning, use and manage-
ment of resources. They may be successful by: 

• collecting, unifying and promoting available human resources from the public sector, the private sec-
tor and the non-governmental organisations; 

• the recognition of the connection points, joint projects and actions involving several sectors which 
bring local actors together, so that local synergy is achieved and the critical mass necessary to increase eco-
nomic competitiveness is reached; 

• promoting with continuous consultations the openness to cooperation, dialogue among the different 
rural actors who often have little experience in cooperation; 

• supporting the adaptation process to the changes of the agricultural sector (e.g. quality products, food 
chains), to the diverse challenges of rural economy and to environment conscious lifestyle. 

Local action groups decide (locally!) on the main directions of the local rural development strategy, its 
detailed content and also on the projects to be supported. Empowered with experienced and professional 
group members and the necessary decision-making authority, a LAG represents an organisational model that 
can positively influence the complex processes of rural development. 

A pilot project — how a rural ecotourism accommodation is established 

LEADER then is an EU co-financed programme whose aim is to support developments that are in line 
with the local economic development objectives. 

The tender was submitted by a private entrepreneur in 2013, under the name «Cherry garden eco-lodge 
and lookout tower» in the category «Other accommodations». Local action groups that decide on the support 
of a given tender defined an objective related to rural development. In the case of this particular tender it was 
«Tourism development pilot project» including innovative services: establishment of recreational and health 
tourism, and business promotion. 

The basic aim of the project is economic development with touristic purposes. The project consists of 
several elements: construction, procurement of machinery, marketing, other costs. The amount of state sup-
port is 60 %. 

The aim of the project is a pilot tourism development with innovative services: the establishment of rec-
reation and health tourism. The contribution of the project to the objectives defined in the Local Rural De-
velopment Strategy (LRDS) is as follows: 

• Tourism, a major breakout point of the area, has considerable multiplier effect. The development of 
the quality and innovative touristic services defined in the project promotes the achievement of the goals set 
in the Local Rural Development Strategy and contributes to the formation and development of the local eco-
nomic structure. Incomes from tourism strengthen local economy, contributing thereby to the improvement 
of the quality of life. 

• The project is organically linked to the major new investments realised in the recent years (Dinnyés 
Traditionalist Centre, Vital Hotel Nautis, Gate of the Lake of Velence, single bicycle path around the Lake of 
Velence, Pákozd Mészeghegy theme route, gallery of the Lake of Velence, Birds’ Song study path etc), pro-
moting thereby the implementation of the chain of experiences, supplementing that with new services. 

• In case of its successful implementation, the project assists the expansion of the touristic season 
(achievement of «four-season» tourism) even in those months that are traditionally a dead season in touristic 
services (late autumn bird migration). It will thereby increase the popularity of the area and positively influ-
ence the image of the Lake of Velence. In addition, the project is integrated into innovative service pro-
gramme packages designed to meet the demands of recreational and health tourism, creating a new possibil-
ity not only for the local residents but also visitors to the area. 

• As a summary, a complex development is planned that integrates the opportunities of recreational 
tourism with equestrian, cycling, cultural, enological and ecotourism, realised in the framework of coopera-
tion agreements made with the local service providers. The latter e.g. is served by the cooperation with the 
Danube-Ipoly National Park or the Municipality of Pákozd, improving the access of visitors to affordable 
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accommodations, on the one hand, and by the construction of a bird watch tower in another target area of the 
project, on the other hand. 

In the framework of the project three developments will be realised: 
1. By the renovation of a building on the outskirts of Csirib village a community accommodation will 

be established that will be used for the implementation of the tourism services specified in the objectives. 
This involves renewal of the building and providing its security (instalment of an alarm system). 

2. In the six hectare Natura 2000 territory along the Dinnyés-Pákozd road a bird watch tower will be 
built, with the support of the Danube-Ipoly National Park, suitable in the framework of ecotourism for the 
observation of the values of nature, with special regard to the migration of birds in the spring and autumn. 
Costs include the construction of the lookout tower and its security (fence). 

3. With regard to the local development in Csirib, a location not really popular with tourists for the time 
being, and to the cooperation with the local service providers, a webpage will be made that allows the launch 
of the tourism service (marketing goals) in this relatively unknown location. This will include, on the one 
hand, an online booking system, and the recommendation of the local service providers by allowing reduced 
priced services, on the other hand. Costs include the design of the website. 

The implementation of the project will lead to the realisation of an accommodation and touristic attrac-
tion (bird watch tower) that integrate a less popular settlement part (Csirib) into the service chain, allowing 
this way the increase of local employment (cleaning, guiding groups), and also establishes a long-term coop-
eration among the local service providers by the online integration of services mutually assisting each other, 
which is actually a basic requirement of the projects supported by the European Union [5]. 

Following the operational principles of LEADER and meeting the objectives of the LAG will be real-
ised in the project by direct and indirect cooperation. 

Direct cooperation will be realised by cooperation agreements within the project, signed by the tourism 
service providers around the Lake of Velence and the related businesses and institutions for the foundation of 
joint work. In order to realise this we tried to make as many cooperation contracts as possible in the compe-
tency area of the LAG, in the following areas: 

 enological tourism (Lake of Velence Wine Route Association, Csóbor Winery); 
 ecotourism (Danube-Ipoly National Park); 
 cycling tourism (Municipality of Pákozd, Bodor bicycle rent service); 
 kayak tours (Lake of Velence Non-for-profit Development Ltd.); 
 equestrian tourism (Grand Equestrian Farm). 
The support of the Danube-Ipoly National Park is worth a sentence, as it includes both the bird watch 

tower to be established in the area and the occasional accommodation of their guests. 
Indirect form of cooperation can be seen in the preference of local businesses in the implementation of 

the project, increasing thereby the income generation potential of the micro-region and its ability to keep the 
incomes within the area. It is a goal of selected importance to keep as much as possible of the amounts paid 
for the developments generated by the project within the micro-region. 

The development will be realised in two real estates coming from the two locations: 
1. Gárdony-Csiribpuszta: the ground of the development is the estate in the outskirts of Csirib (14–18 

Nádasdy street, land registry number 0109/19). The real estate is family owned; it has a territory of 2,909 m2, 
on which there is a building of 300 m2, formerly used as a student accommodation, and in need of renova-
tion. The house is perfect for the objectives of the project. The roof of the building and all doors and win-
dows will have to be replaced, and the interior design of the building will have to be transformed so that the 
accommodation should meet the criteria specified for community accommodations by the relevant legal 
regulations. 

2. Pákozd: the other location of the project is the also family owned site on the outskirts of Pákozd, 
land registry number 0178. As a Natura 2000 protected area, it will allow along the Dinnyés-Pákozd road the 
construction of a bird watch tower. Presently the real estate is used as a meadow; some parts are covered by 
reed. 

It is important to stress that skills necessary for implementing the project (tourism, environmental pro-
tection, agricultural qualifications) and language skills (English and Russian) are available. 

Ре
по
зи
то
ри
й К
ар
ГУ



Development of rural tourism as a tool for the preservation of culture 

Серия «Экономика». № 3(75)/2014 21 

T a b l e  

Financial data of the project 

Specification of activity Total net expenditure /EUR/ 
Support required for project  

implementation /EUR/ 
Construction  74,835.5 4,4901.3 
Procurement of machinery 599.6 359.8 
Procurement of other equipment 0 0 
Preparation and implementation of event 0 0 
Marketing 1650 990 
Training (preparation and implementation) 0 0 
Other administration fees 1,833.3 1,100 
Other fees 0 0 
Total: 78,918.5 47,351.1 

Source: project data. 

Summary 

The goal of the project to be implemented is to establish auxiliary attractions in a county of Hungary 
mostly renowned for its industry, in the neighbourhood of a popular domestic tourism resort. The project is 
basically economic development oriented, by the establishment of an accommodation. The project will be 
implemented in 2014 and it will hopefully contribute to the preservation and maybe even the development of 
Csiribpuszta, a residential place on the outskirt of a village. 
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М.Фрешли, Ж.Хустьи, З.Раффай  

Ауылдық туризмнің дамуы мəдениетті сақтаудың аспабы ретінде 

Мақалада қандай да бір жергілікті елді мекен немесе орын арнайы қор құрылғанда өте сəтті 
дамитындығы көрсетілген. Жергілікті орын тартымды болу үшін кейбір факторларды ескерусіз 
қалдырмау керектігі айтылған. Олардың маңыздылары: дəстүрлер, əдеттер, қол өнері, жергілікті 
архитектура жəне т.б. екендігі дəлелденген. Жергілікті орындар туралы нені білмеген, соларды ғана 
ескерусіз қалдыруға болатындығы айтылған. Жергілікті орынмен байланысты белгілі əдет-
дəстүрлер жергілікті мəдениеттің анықталған нақты бір бөлігі болып табылатындығы, ол тіршілік 
жағдайын күрделі аймақта орнасса да, ондағы мəдени мұра сақталуы қажеттігі негізделген. 
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М.Фрешли, Ж.Хустъи, З.Раффай  

Развитие сельского туризма как инструмент для сохранения культуры 

В статье указывается, что развитие того или иного места или поселения может быть успешным, 
если для этого создан специальный фонд на основе местных вкладов. Показано, что нет 
необходимости, пренебрегать некоторыми факторами, без которых соответствующее место не 
будет привлекательным. Отмечено, что важны элементы местной культуры: привычки, традиции, 
ремесла местная архитектура и т.п. Показано, что мы можем только пренебречь тем, чего мы не 
знаем. Определено, что часть культуры, связанная с соответствующим местом, возможно, является 
фактором выживания в некоторых проблематичных регионах и культурах. 
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Аймақтық еңбек нарығы дамуының əлеуметтік негіздері 

Мақалада еңбек нарығындағы сұраныс пен ұсынысты талдай отырып, жүзеге асыруға тиісті бағыттар 
мен атқарылатын іс-əрекеттерді тұжырымдау қарастырылған. Əлеуметтік-экономикалық тұрғыдан 
аймақтық еңбек нарығының мазмұны нақтыланған. Теориялық-əдіснамалық деңгейде нарықтық 
экономикада халықты жұмыспен қамтудың бағыттары мен басымдылықтары зерттелген. Аймақтағы 
еңбек нарығын реттеу үшін маңызды факторлар анықталған. Осы шарттарда аймақтың 
ерекшеліктерін, аса маңызды өндірістік жəне өмір сүруді қамтамасыз етуші салалардағы жеке 
сектордың басымдылығын ескеретін аймақтық экономикалық саясатты қалыптастыру жүргізіліп 
отыр. Нормативтік-құқықтық, ұйымдық-басқару, ақпараттық-талдамалық қосалқы жүйелерінің 
негіздеуі жасалған аймақтардағы еңбек нарығын тиімді қамтамасыз етудің ұйымдық-экономикалық 
тетігі ұсынылған. Аймақтық еңбек нарығының ұйымдық-экономикалық тетігін жетілдіру тəжірибесі 
жалпыланған жəне оның тиімділігін жоғарылату жолдары анықталған. 

Кілт сөздер: еңбек нарығы, аймақ, жұмыспен қамту, жұмыссыздық, еңбекақы, əлеуметтік саясат, 
экономикалық саясат, əлеуметтік қорғау, əлеуметтік төлемдер, əлеуметтік жəрдемақы. 

 
Мемлекет басшысы 2012 жылғы 14 желтоқсандағы «Қазақстан–2050» Стратегиясы: қалыптасқан 

мемлекеттің жаңа саяси бағыты» атты Қазақстан халқына жыл сайынғы Жолдауында халықты 
жұмыспен қамтуды қамтамасыз ету саясатын жаңғырту жөніндегі міндеттерді қойды: 

 ең алдымен, мемлекеттік органдардың өңірлік даму саласындағы жұмыстарын үйлестіруді 
күшейту қажет; 

 өтіп бара жатқан жылда біз моноқалаларды дамыту бағдарламасын жүзеге асыруды бастадық. 
Жаңа жұмыс орындарын ашуға, əлеуметтік мəселелерді шешуге, кəсіпорындар жұмысын 
жетілдіруге айтарлықтай ресурстар бағытталды. Сонымен бірге бізге өңірлерде əлеуметтік-
экономикалық жағдайларды теңестірудің тиімді жаңа тетіктері қажет; 

 бізге көші-қон мəселелерін кешенді түрде шешу бойынша ел өңірлеріндегі еңбек нарығына 
ықпал ететін шаралар қабылдау қажет [1]. 

Бұл мəселелерді шешу үшін аймақтық экономикалық мүдделерді іске асыруға бағытталған 
аймақтық саясаттың жаңа жолын қолданған дұрыс. Осыған байланысты əкімшілік басқарудың 
аймақтық деңгейінде экономикалық қауіпсіздікті қамтамасыз етудің теориялық əдістерін зерттеу, 
экономикалық қатерлерді айқындау əдістемесін жасау, қазіргі жағдайлардағы экономикалық 
жүйелерді басқарудың тетігі ретіндегі экономикалық қауіпсіздікті қамтамасыз ету саласындағы 
бағыттарды жəне аймақтық саясатты негіздеу ерекше өзектілікке ие болып отыр. 

Ре
по
зи
то
ри
й К
ар
ГУ




