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Development of rural tourism as a tool for the preservation of culture

The development of a given place or settlement can be successful if built on local endowments. We must not
neglect, however, those «soft» factors without which the respective place would not have been attractive.
A large part of this is made by elements of local culture: habits, traditions, crafts, local architecture etc<[1]
We can only neglect what we do not know. If we know something, we are attached to it; it becomes part of
us, if not in other way, in forms of feelings. On this ground, a known habit is a more definite part.of culture
related to a respective place, which may be the pledge of survival in some problematic regions and cultures.

Key words: local development, Leader programme, local action group.

The Leader programme in the European Union

The Leader+ is one of the Structural Funds financed community initiatives of the EU, with the help of
which rural citizens of the Union can make use of the long term growth potential of their own regions. The
basic pillars of the programme, promoting integrated, high quality and original strategies of sustainable de-
velopment, are partner communities and networks for exchange/of experience. The programme is partly fi-
nanced by the Guidance part of the EAGGF, while the rest is usually covered by public and private contribu-
tions [2].

The LEADER is a French acronym: Liaison Entre Actions pour le Developpement de I’Economie
Rurale = Community Initiative for the Development of the Rural Economy.

The community initiative launched by the European Community in 1991 promotes sustainable develop-
ment by the solution of economic, social and environmental problems at local level in the rural areas of
Europe. The aim of the Union, then with fifteen member states, was to stop the further falling behind of im-
poverishing and ageing rural areas, and the almost two decades of experience — also in the 12 countries that
have joined since then — seem to justify the raison d’étre of the programme [3].

LEADER is built on the joint efforts 'of local public administration, entrepreneurs and non-
governmental organisations, empowering their communities with real decision-making competencies. Geo-
graphically contiguous groups of settlements, with a total of 10 to 100 thousand population, are designated for
the implementation of rural development strategies worked out by the stakeholders. Actors formerly coexist-
ing and working next to each other become partners with the same rights, working jointly for the future of
their own regions.

More than half of the 500.million population of the European Union live in rural areas (in settlements
with less than 10.000 inhabitants or with population density below 120 persons/km?), which is 90 % of the
total territory of the continent. The rural areas of Europe are very much different, though: the spread of the
LEADER initiative was promoted by the recognition that development strategies are more effective and effi-
cient if they-are made and then implemented at local level by the local actors. The foundations of LEADER
are clear and transparent decision-making process, the cooperation of the stakeholders and the creation of the
infrastructure necessary for the transfer of good practices.

The difference between measures by LEADER and traditional rural development policy is that the for-
mer provides guidance on «how» to achieve the respective goal, and does not prescribe «what» to do. Local
participation, real cooperation and joint thinking, which may appear as auxiliary elements elsewhere, are the
main features of operation in this place — this is the reason why the programme is more important than its
share from the resources suggests.

The seven pillars of LEADER make a system of tools. The point is that the elements have a positive
correlation, each of them supplements the others, exerting thereby a long-term impact on the development
dynamism of rural areas and also on the capacity of the local actors to identify and solve problems:

1) Area-based development;
2) Bottom-up approach;
3) Trilateral partnership: business, non-governmental and public sector;
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4) Innovation;

5) Integrated intersectoral approach;
6) Network operation;

7) Cooperation [4].

At local level, an original and important feature of the LEADER approach is the setting up and opera-
tion of «local development association» called local action group (LAG). The LAG is responsible for draft-
ing and implementing the local development strategy, making decisions on the planning, use and manage-
ment of resources. They may be successful by:

¢ collecting, unifying and promoting available human resources from the public sector, the private sec-
tor and the non-governmental organisations;

¢ the recognition of the connection points, joint projects and actions involving several sectorsswhich
bring local actors together, so that local synergy is achieved and the critical mass necessary to increase eco-
nomic competitiveness is reached;

e promoting with continuous consultations the openness to cooperation, dialogue among the different
rural actors who often have little experience in cooperation;

¢ supporting the adaptation process to the changes of the agricultural sector (e.g. quality products, food
chains), to the diverse challenges of rural economy and to environment conscious lifestyle.

Local action groups decide (locally!) on the main directions of the local rural development strategy, its
detailed content and also on the projects to be supported. Empowered with experienced and professional
group members and the necessary decision-making authority, a LAG represents an organisational model that
can positively influence the complex processes of rural development.

A pilot project — how a rural ecotourism accommodation is established

LEADER then is an EU co-financed programme whose aimis to support developments that are in line
with the local economic development objectives.

The tender was submitted by a private entrepreneur in. 2013, under the name «Cherry garden eco-lodge
and lookout towery in the category «Other accommodations». Local action groups that decide on the support
of a given tender defined an objective related to rural development. In the case of this particular tender it was
«Tourism development pilot project» including.innovative services: establishment of recreational and health
tourism, and business promotion.

The basic aim of the project is economic development with touristic purposes. The project consists of
several elements: construction, procurement of machinery, marketing, other costs. The amount of state sup-
port is 60 %.

The aim of the project is a pilot tourism development with innovative services: the establishment of rec-
reation and health tourism. The contribution of the project to the objectives defined in the Local Rural De-
velopment Strategy (LRDS)is as follows:

e Tourism, a major breakout point of the area, has considerable multiplier effect. The development of
the quality and innovative touristic services defined in the project promotes the achievement of the goals set
in the Local Rural Development Strategy and contributes to the formation and development of the local eco-
nomic structure..Incomes from tourism strengthen local economy, contributing thereby to the improvement
of the quality of life.

e The project is organically linked to the major new investments realised in the recent years (Dinny¢és
Traditionalist Centre, Vital Hotel Nautis, Gate of the Lake of Velence, single bicycle path around the Lake of
Velence, Pakozd Mészeghegy theme route, gallery of the Lake of Velence, Birds’ Song study path etc), pro-
moting thereby the implementation of the chain of experiences, supplementing that with new services.

¢ In case of its successful implementation, the project assists the expansion of the touristic season
(achievement of «four-season» tourism) even in those months that are traditionally a dead season in touristic
services (late autumn bird migration). It will thereby increase the popularity of the area and positively influ-
ence the image of the Lake of Velence. In addition, the project is integrated into innovative service pro-
gramme packages designed to meet the demands of recreational and health tourism, creating a new possibil-
ity not only for the local residents but also visitors to the area.

¢ As a summary, a complex development is planned that integrates the opportunities of recreational
tourism with equestrian, cycling, cultural, enological and ecotourism, realised in the framework of coopera-
tion agreements made with the local service providers. The latter e.g. is served by the cooperation with the
Danube-Ipoly National Park or the Municipality of Pakozd, improving the access of visitors to affordable
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accommodations, on the one hand, and by the construction of a bird watch tower in another target area of the
project, on the other hand.

In the framework of the project three developments will be realised:

1. By the renovation of a building on the outskirts of Csirib village a community accommodation will
be established that will be used for the implementation of the tourism services specified in the objectives.
This involves renewal of the building and providing its security (instalment of an alarm system).

2. In the six hectare Natura 2000 territory along the Dinnyés-Pakozd road a bird watch tower will be
built, with the support of the Danube-Ipoly National Park, suitable in the framework of ecotourism for the
observation of the values of nature, with special regard to the migration of birds in the spring and autumn.
Costs include the construction of the lookout tower and its security (fence).

3. With regard to the local development in Csirib, a location not really popular with tourists for'the time
being, and to the cooperation with the local service providers, a webpage will be made that allows the launch
of the tourism service (marketing goals) in this relatively unknown location. This will include, on the“one
hand, an online booking system, and the recommendation of the local service providers by allowing reduced
priced services, on the other hand. Costs include the design of the website.

The implementation of the project will lead to the realisation of an accommodation and touristic attrac-
tion (bird watch tower) that integrate a less popular settlement part (Csirib) into the service chain, allowing
this way the increase of local employment (cleaning, guiding groups), and also establishes a long-term coop-
eration among the local service providers by the online integration of services mutually assisting each other,
which is actually a basic requirement of the projects supported by the European Union [5].

Following the operational principles of LEADER and meeting the objectives of the LAG will be real-
ised in the project by direct and indirect cooperation.

Direct cooperation will be realised by cooperation agreements within the project, signed by the tourism
service providers around the Lake of Velence and the related businesses and institutions for the foundation of
joint work. In order to realise this we tried to make as many cooperation contracts as possible in the compe-
tency area of the LAG, in the following areas:
enological tourism (Lake of Velence Wine Route Association, Csobor Winery);
ecotourism (Danube-Ipoly National Park);
cycling tourism (Municipality of Pakozd; Bodor bicycle rent service);
kayak tours (Lake of Velence Non-for-profit Development Ltd.);
equestrian tourism (Grand Equestrian Farm).

The support of the Danube-Ipoly<National Park is worth a sentence, as it includes both the bird watch
tower to be established in the area and the occasional accommodation of their guests.

Indirect form of cooperation can be seen in the preference of local businesses in the implementation of
the project, increasing thereby-the income generation potential of the micro-region and its ability to keep the
incomes within the area. It is a_goal of selected importance to keep as much as possible of the amounts paid
for the developments generated by the project within the micro-region.

The development will be realised in two real estates coming from the two locations:

1. Gérdony-Csiribpuszta: the ground of the development is the estate in the outskirts of Csirib (14-18
Nadasdy street,dand registry number 0109/19). The real estate is family owned; it has a territory of 2,909 m?,
on which there is.a building of 300 m*, formerly used as a student accommodation, and in need of renova-
tion. The house is perfect for the objectives of the project. The roof of the building and all doors and win-
dows will have to be replaced, and the interior design of the building will have to be transformed so that the
accommodation should meet the criteria specified for community accommodations by the relevant legal
regulations.

2. Pékozd: the other location of the project is the also family owned site on the outskirts of Pakozd,
land registry number 0178. As a Natura 2000 protected area, it will allow along the Dinnyés-Pakozd road the
construction of a bird watch tower. Presently the real estate is used as a meadow; some parts are covered by
reed.

It is important to stress that skills necessary for implementing the project (tourism, environmental pro-
tection, agricultural qualifications) and language skills (English and Russian) are available.
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Financial data of the project

Table

Specification of activity Total net expenditure /EUR/ Suﬁi;ﬁ:ggg;gii?g%gﬁ“
Construction 74,835.5 4,4901.3
Procurement of machinery 599.6 359.8
Procurement of other equipment 0 0
Preparation and implementation of event 0 0
Marketing 1650 990
Training (preparation and implementation) 0 0
Other administration fees 1,833.3 1,100
Other fees 0 0
Total: 78,918.5 47,351.1
Source: project data.
Summary

The goal of the project to be implemented is to establish auxiliary attractions in a county of Hungary

mostly renowned for its industry, in the neighbourhood of a popular domestic tourism resort. The project is
basically economic development oriented, by the establishment of an accommodation. The project will be
implemented in 2014 and it will hopefully contribute to the preservation and maybe even the development of

Csiribpuszta, a residential place on the outskirt of a village.
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AYBUIABIK TYPH3MHIH JaMybl MJJIEHHETTI CAKTay/AbIH acnadbl peTiHae

Makanana. xKangaii ma Oip JKepriikTi eini MEeKeH HeMece OpBIH apHaifbl KOp KYpBUIFaHJa ©Te COTTi
JaMATBIHBIFR KepceTinreH. JKeprimikTi OpsIH TapTEIMIBI OO0y VINIH KelOip ¢akTopiapasl eckepyci3
KaJIBIpMay KepekTiri aiTeurraH. OnapIblH MaHBI3JbUIAPBL: JOCTYPIEp, 9JETTep, KOJ OHEepi, JKeprisliKTi
APXUTEKTYpa )KoHE T.0. eKCHIIT1 nonenaeHreH. JKeprimikTi opelHAap Typajibl HeHi OiIMereH, coiapibl FaHa
ecKepyci3 KajjablpyFa OonaThIHABIFBI aiiTeutrad. JKeprimikTi opelHMeH OaiiaHbICThl Oenrimi omer-
JIOCTYpPJIEp KEPriliKTi MOJCHUETTIH aHBIKTAaJIFaH HAKThI Oip 06iri GOkl TaObUTATHIHABIFEL, OJ1 TiPIILTIK
JKaFJaiibIH KypAesi aiiMakTa opHacca 1ia, OHIAFbl MOJICHH Mypa CaKTalybl KAXKETTIr1 HEeTi3eNreH.
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Pa3BuTHe ceJIbCKOro TypudMa KaKk HHCTPYMEHT AJIHA COXPAHCHUA KYJIbTYPbI

B crathe ykaspiBaeTcs, 9TO pa3BUTHE TOTO WJIM WHOTO MECTA WIIM IOCENEHHUS MOXKET OBITh YCIICIIHBIM,
€CIM Ul JTOTO CO3JaH CHEeNHaNbHBI ()OHI Ha OCHOBE MECTHBIX BKJIAAOB. IlokazaHO, 4YTO HET
HEOOXOJUMOCTH, TpeHeOperaTb HEKOTOPHIMH (hakTopaMH, 0e3 KOTOPBIX COOTBETCTBYIOIEE MECTO He
Oyzmer npuBiekaTeabHBIM. OTMEUEHO, YTO BaXKHBI JIEMEHTHl MECTHOW KYyJIBTYpPBL: NPHUBBIYKHU, TPaIULINH,
pemMeciia MecTHasi apXxHUTeKTypa U T.I. Iloka3aHo, 4TO MBI MOXXEM TOJBKO IpeHeOpedb TeM, 4ero Mbl He
3HaeM. OnpeseneHo, YTo 4acTh KyJIbTyphl, CBI3aHHAS C COOTBETCTBYIOIUM MECTOM, BO3MOKHO, SIBIISETCS
(hakTOPOM BBDKMBAHUS B HEKOTOPBIX NPOOJIEMaTHUHBIX PETMOHAX M KYJIbTypax.
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AWMAaKTBIK eH0eK HAPbIFbl IaMYbIHbIH dJI€YMeTTiK Herizaepi

Maxkanana eHOeK HapBIFBIHAAFEI CYPAHBIC IIEH YCHIHBICTHI TaJIal OTHIPBII, JKY3€re achIpyFa THICTi GarbITTap
MEH aTKapbUIAaTBIH iC-3PEKETTepAi TYKBIPBIMIAY KapacTBIPbUIFaH. OJIEYMETTiK-DKOHOMUKAIBIK TYPFBIIAH
aiiMaKTHIK €HOCK HAapbIFBIHBIH Ma3MyHbl HAaKTbUIAHFaH. 1EOPHSUIBIK-[ICHAMAIIBIK JICHIeile HapBIKTHIK
9KOHOMHKa/Ia XaJIBIKThl )KYMBICIIEH KaMTY/IbIH OaFbITTapbl MEH 0achbIMBUIBIKTAPBI 3€PTTENreH. AMNMAKTaFbl
eHOEK HapbIFBIH peTTey YVIIH MaHb3abl  Qakropnap asblkTanFan. Ocbl  Mmaprrapia  ailMakThIH
EpEeKILEeTKTepiH, aca MaHBI3Obl OHIIPICTIK JKOHE OMip-CYpyIl KaMTaMachl3 €TYyIIi callalapAarbl jKeKe
CEKTOpABIH OAaCHIMIBUIBIFBIH €CKEPETiH alMaKTHIK YKOHOMHKAIBIK CasCaTThl KAIBIITACTHIPY JKYPri3imim
oTelp. HOpMaTHBTIK-KYKBIKTBIK, YHBIMABIK-O0acKapy, aKIapaTThIK-TaIJaMalIbIK KOCAIKBl JKYHeIepiHiy
HeTi3zeyl KacalraH aiMaKTapiarbl €HOeK HApBIFBIH THUIMJI KaMTaMachl3 eTYJIH YHBIMABIK-3KOHOMHUKAJIBIK
TETIirl YChIHBUIFaH. AMaKTBHIK eHOCK HApPBIFBIHBIH YHBIMIBIK-DKOHOMHKAJIBIK TETITiH XKeTUIIIpy Taxipudeci
JKaJIIBUIAHFaH KOHE OHBIH THIMIUIIrH )KOFaphIIaTy XKOJIJaphl aHbIKTAJIFaH.

Kinm ce30ep: eHOex HapbIFbL, allMaK, JKYMBICIICH KaMTy, )KYMBICCHI3/IBIK, CHOCKAKbI, dJIEYMETTIK cascaT,
SKOHOMHKAJIBIK Cascart, JeyMETTIK KOpFay, 9JI€yMETTIK TeleMIED, AeyMETTIK JKopIeMAaKBI.

Memieket 6acmibichl 2012 95%bU1Fbl 14 xentokcanmarsl «Kazakctan—2050» CTpaTeruschl: KaablTackaH
MEMJICKETTIH JKaHa casicu 0arbIThl» arTThl Ka3zakcTaH XalkbiHA KbUT CalbIHFBI JKoJmayblHIa XajbIKThI
JKYMBICIICH KaM Ty Ibl KAMTaMachl3 €Ty CasCaThlH KaHFBIPTY JKOHIHJIETI MIHICTTEP Ii KOMIbI:

— €H aJIJIIMEH, MEMIeKemmiK opeanoapobiy OHIPIIK 0aMy CANACHIHOAZbL HCYMBICIAPBIH Yilecmipyoi

KYLUIEHTY KaXeT;

— oTiN 0apa ’kaTKaH Xblaa 013 MoHoOKanaiapovl 0ameimy 6A0APIAMACHIH KY3ETe achIpy bl OacTaabIK.
JKaHa JKYMBIC OPBIHIAPBIH allyFa, QJIEyMETTIK MoceleNiepi IIeNryre, KOCIMOPhIHIApD KYMBICHIH
KETUIipyre alTapnblkTaii pecypcrap OarbitTanabl. CoHbMeH Oipre 0i3re eHipiepae azeymemmik-
9KOHOMUKATILIK HCAROAIAPObl MeHeCmipyOiy muiMoi sxcana memixmepi KaxKer;

—0i3re Kewi-KoH macenenepin KeuieHOi mypoe wieusy OOWBIHINA €I OHipiepiHAeri eHOeK HaphIFbIHA
BIKITAJI €TETiH mapaiap Kaosumay Kaxer [1].

Byn moacenenepai miemry VIiH alMaKTBIK SKOHOMHKAJBIK MYZIJACICPAl ICKe achlpyfa OarbITTaJiFaH
allMaKTBIK CasCaTTBIH >KaHAa JKOJBIH KOJJaHFaH aypbic. OcblFaH OaiJIaHBICTBI OKIMIIUIIK OacKapyablH
allMaKTHIK JCHIeHiH/le SKOHOMHUKAIBIK KayilNCI3[iKTI KaMTaMachl3 €TY.IiH TEOPHUSUIBIK SIICTEpiH 3epTTey,
SKOHOMHUKAJIBIK KaTepJiepAl aWKpIHAAy OAICTEMECiH jkacay, Kasipri karaaimapaarbl 3KOHOMHKAIBIK
Kyhenepal OacKapyAblH TETIrl peTiHAeri 3KOHOMHKAIBIK KayiNCi3MIKTI KaMTaMmachl3 €Ty cajlachbIHIarbl
OaFBITTAP/IBI JKOHE aMAKTBIK CasCATThl HETI3[IeY ePeKIle O3EKTINIKKe Ue OOIBIT OTHIP.
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