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Polymerization of lactic acid oligomers under microwave irradiation

The kinetics of the polymerization of lactic acid oligomers (LAO)ywas‘studied for the first time at various mi-
crowave irradiation powers (MW) in the presence of Su(Oct)s/benzyl alcohol (C¢HsCH,OH) catalyst and
toluenesulfonic acid (TSA). LAO was polymerized in_a multimodal reactor in a vacuum while sparging with
nitrogen at powers of 130, 280, 360 W. The optimaloncentrations of catalysts and initiator were determined,
which represent 0.03 % Sn(Oct),/C¢HsCH,OH and0:3-0.4 % TSA by weight of LAO. It was established that
the polymerization of LAO in the presence ofESA proceeds already at 130 W. As the MW power increases,
the rate of LAO polymerization increases/{When Sn(Ogt),/CsHsCH,OH was used as a catalyst, the LAO
polymerization process proceeds at a noticeable rate at 280" W, and after 25 min the molecular weight was
about 20,000 Da. During the polymefizationt@fsAO in the presence of catalysts at 360 W, lactide forms
along with the formation of polylaetictacid (PLA). Using the methods of IR and NMR spectroscopy, the
structure of the obtained substan¢es, was studied. The synthesized PLA samples are optically pure; the optical
rotation angle is 156-158 degrees*ml/dmxg. It has been suggested that during LAO polymerization under
MW conditions, the so-callednon-thermal microwave effect» is observed, that is, at the same temperature
(215 °C), but at differenf'powers (280 W and 360 W), the LAO polymerization proceeds at different rates.

Keywords: microwave'irradiation, lactic acid, polylactic acid, lactic acid oligomers, NMR spectroscopy, IR
spectroscopy, spécificiopticalifotation, catalyst.

Introduction

PLA8 onie ofithe most promising biodegradable polymers used for various biomedical applications be-
cause,of its biocdmpatibility and biodegradation in the human body into non-toxic metabolites [1-5].

Tinh octaneate is recognized as the most effective catalyst for the synthesis of PLA. In this case, com-
pounds containing hydroxyl groups, such as alcohols [2, 6, 7], initiate the ring opening polymerization pro-
CCSS.

With traditional methods for the synthesis of PLA stringent conditions are necessary: high vacuum,
long polymerization time and the consumption of large amounts of energy.

MW is able to accelerate chemical reactions 10-100 times. The wide possibilities offered by MW in
chemistry are of great interest in the study and application of the effects of exposure to microwave radiation.
It is believed that MW has firstly, the ability to cause rapid and significant heating of organic compounds and
secondly, to activate reagent molecules and especially, cause their dissociation into ions and free radicals.
The MW photon at a frequency of 2.45 GHz has the energy equal to 9.6x10™* eV. This is not enough even to
break the hydrogen bond [8, 9].
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To date considerable experience has been accumulated on the use of MW to accelerate the synthesis of
PLA [10-19].

The works [3, 6, 17-18, 20-23] show the results of studies of the synthesis of PLA under MW condi-
tions by polymerization of lactides. The rate of polycondensation of lactic acid (LA) under MW conditions
depends on the volume of reacting substances [24], pressure [19—20], and the monomer/catalyst ratio [25].

The polymerization of PLA with the opening of the lactide ring was successfully carried out using the
conventional and microwave methods in [26]. The lactide polymerization reaction time under MW condi-
tions was reduced from 6 hours to 20 minutes, the molecular weight (Mw) of the PLA was 11000 Da and
under ordinary conditions the Mw of the PLA was 2000 Da.

The processes of direct polymerization of LA under MW conditions are attractive as energy-saving process-
es, since they avoid the labor-consuming and energy-consuming stage of lactide synthesis [3, 12, 14426,2%}:

Direct condensation of LA is carried out in three stages: removal of free water, polycendensation with
the formation of oligomers and condensation of oligomers to high molecular weight polymers,in the meltfOn
the first and third stages, water removal is critical to the reaction rate. For the second stage, theyrate is deter-
mined by the chemical reaction [12, 28].

The authors of [12, 26] studied the polycondensation of 85 % LA in the presence of\a SnCl,/TSA binary
catalyst under MW conditions in a monomode reactor. MW with Mw 16000 Dagwas, obtaificd by carrying
out the reaction for 30 min at a pressure of 30 mmHg. When only TSA is @ised as afcatalyst;iJL AO with Mw
less than 1000 Da is formed. This polymer can also be converted to high meleculat weight PLA by melt po-
lycondensation [12].

The effect of MW is currently debatable [6, 11, 25, 27, 29-31]. No data were found on increasing the
reaction rate due to an increase in activation energy in the MW figldyin the literature.

The authors of [25], while studying the polymerization of lactide in a toluene solution, expressed the
opinion that microwave irradiation did not cause any changes injthe\polymerization kinetics, which made it
possible to consider the absence of a specific «non-thermal» effect duting microwave synthesis.

Authors [30] studied the kinetics of caprolactam pélymerization under MW conditions. As a result, a
specific «non-thermal» effect was suggested.

Authors [31] investigated the polycondensation of LA under MW conditions in xylene in the presence
of catalysts at a power of 100—400 W and pointed.to the eXistence of a specific «non-thermal» effect induced
by an electric field.

In [32], a lactide-pullulan copolymer»was synthesizéd in a monomode microwave reactor and it was
found that at the same reaction temperafure (80 °€) with increasing irradiation power from 50 to 200 W, the
yield of the final product increased. The authers suggested the existence of a specific «non-thermaly effect.

An analysis of the literature,data showed that, despite the large number of publications on the synthesis
of PLA under MW conditions, thettesults‘obtained are disparate, performed under different conditions and in
various microwave reactors[29] Although it can be said unequivocally that under MW conditions, the time
for the synthesis of PLA decreases/by 10—15 times.

In this work, the dinfluence®®f the MW power, the time and nature of the catalysts on the polymerization
of LAO under the MWiconditions in a multimode reactor was investigated.

Experimental

LAOgebtainedyaccording to the method described in [33] by evacuation for 25 min at 280 W of an 80 %
aqueous solutionfof D(+)-acid of the PURAK 80 brand (country of origin is the Netherlands) was used as the
abject| of studys Sn(Oct),, TSA applied qualifications chemically pure, CqHsCH,OH analytical grade was
used as initiator.

The IR spectra of the starting compounds and reaction products were recorded on an Agilent Resolu-
tionsiBro IR spectrometer.

The 'H NMR spectra of the synthesized LAO and PLA were recorded using a Bruker AVANCE AV
300 Fourier spectrometer (Germany), an operating frequency of 300 MHz, and a deuterated CDCl; solvent.

The molecular weights of the obtained samples were determined by the viscometric method using a
Ubbelode viscometer. Chloroform was used as a solvent. The molecular weights of PLA were also deter-
mined by gel permeation chromatography on an Agilent 1200 instrument. Chloroform was used as a solvent,
the eluent velocity was 1 ml/s.

To determine the angle of optical rotation (degreesxml/dmxg), an AR-300 polarimeter was used, the
tube length was 1 dm, and the solvent was chloroform, A = 589 nm.
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Thermal studies of PLA samples were performed on an SDT Q600 V20.9 Build 20 instrument.
LAO was polymerized under microwave irradiation according to the general scheme shown in Figure 1.

0 CH, 0 CH3
OH MW OH MW kat 0O OH
HO vacuum HO vacuum O
CH, (o] CH, /n+1

Lactic acic Olwgomers of lactm acid Polylactic acid

Figure 1. Scheme for the synthesis of PLA (catalyst — Sn(Oct),, TSA)

The resulting 10 g LAO was loaded into a 100 ml glass heat-resistant flask and catalysts (Sn(Qg¢t),,
TSA) were added in an amount of 0.03—0.3 %, together with the initiator (C4HsCH,OH, in theyratio of cata-
lyst/initiator 1:1). They were placed in a microwave reactor and sparged with nitrogenataypressure of 200
mmHg at various powers 130-360 W.

Results and Discussion

It is known that Mw of PLA depends on a number of factors: the nature and aimount of the catalyst, the
ratio of catalyst:cocatalyst, temperature and polymerization time. Figuré,2 shows th& curves of the depend-
ence of the molecular weight of PLA on the concentration of the catalyst.\I'he polymerization was carried
out at 280 W for 25 min. The highest Mw of PLA was achieved at ateatalyst concentration (®) of
0.03 mass.%.

The increasing of catalyst concentration to @ = 0.03 mass.%,leads‘te molecular weight growth. Howev-
er, further catalyst concentration increase provokes the reyerse process of molecular weight decreasing.
Moreover, samples changed the color to darker one. Taking\inte,account these facts, it could be suggested
that catalyst concentration increase stimulates polymer.destraction process.
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0 0,1 0,2 0,3 0,4 0,5

() Sn(Oct)yCsHsCH20H
Sn(Oct),/C¢HsCH,OH = 1:1; Power = 280 W; =25 min
Figure 2:Dependence of Mw PLA on o of the catalyst during LAO polymerization under MW

GgH;sCH,OH is an effective initiator of Sn(Oct), in the synthesis of PLA. Upon addition of C¢HsCH,OH
Mw t6'Sn(Oct),, the PLA increases and reaches a maximum at a ratio of 1:1, and then decreases (Fig. 3). In
thefabsence of CsHsCH,OH, the polymerization process is practically not observed. When the ratio of cata-
lyst:“mitiator is 1:2 and the reaction takes more than 15 minutes, the polymer is degraded and the reaction
mass becomes black-brown. The mechanism of PLA at Sn(Oct), and alcohols are described in [15, 17]. It is
known that alcohols presence increases the reaction rate of cyclic LAO polymerization at the presence of
Sn(Oct),.

It could be suggested that C4HsCH,OH forms intermediate complex. The optimal ratio is 1:1.

The kinetic curves of LAO polymerization in the presence of Sn(Oct),/CsHsCH,OH are shown in Fig-
ure 4. The dependence of Mw at an irradiation power of 130 W (205 °C), Mw LAO slowly increases. So,
during the course of the reaction for 30 min, the Mw LAO is only 1500 Da.
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Figure 3. Dependence of Mw of PLA on the molar ratio of Sn(Oct),/C¢HsCH,OH
during LAO polymerization under MW conditions
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Figure 4. Kinetic cufvesjof LAO polymerization the presence of a catalyst

At an MW power of 280 W, \théysample heats up during the first 10 minutes and the process of
polycondensation of low moleculapweight LAO occurs with the removal of water. With an increase in the
process time, the molecularfweight of LAO sharply increases. Presumably, at this period of the process, the
LAO polymerization stage iS limiting with the opening of the cycle after 15 minutes the polymerization pro-
cess slows down, whigh'is appaféntly due to the fact that the diffusion stage of the process becomes limiting.

It should be noted separately that the temperature of the LAO reaction mass reaches 215 °C both at
280 W and 360 W33].

At a powenjof 360pW, the molecular weight of the polymer increases sharply and reaches its maximum
value of abouti20000 Da in 12 minutes.

With anfingtease in the process time, the resulting polymer is degraded and Mw LAO sharply decreas-
g8, and\a whiteserystalline compound is formed at the outlet of the reactor, which was identified as lactide
usingdR spectroscopy.

Thus, we can assume that in this case the so-called «non-thermal microwave effect» is observed, that is,
undemythe same conditions at the same temperature (215 °C), but with different capacities (280 W and
360 W), the LAO polymerization proceeds at different rates.

LAO polymerization in the presence of TSA was performed at powers of 130 W, 280 W, and 360 W.
The dependence of Mw of PLA on @ TSA is presented in Figure 5.

This dependence shows that with an increase in the catalyst concentration from 0.05 to 0.3 %, an in-
crease in Mw is observed. The optimal ® TSA is in the range of 0.3—-0.4 mass.%.
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Figure 5. Dependence of Mw of PLA on o TSA upon polymerization of LAO under MW conditions

The kinetic curves of LAO polymerization in the presence of TSA are presented . With an
increase in reaction time, an increase in Mw of LAO is observed. However, Mw PLA venly at 280
W. When carrying out the reaction up to 15 minutes, a weak growth of the LAO is rved, low mo-
lecular weight oligomers are formed. In the range from 15 to 30 minutes, d sharp i he Mw of the
polymer occurs, and then the chain grows in a linear relationship.
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Figure 6. Depen w of the PLA sample on time in the conditions of MW
During the polymerizatio at a power of 360 W, volatile cyclic lactides are formed in parallel

re white crystals deposited on the walls of the flask and the condenser.

Physicochemical prop synthesized samples and experimental conditions are presented in Table.

Table
thesis,conditions and physicochemical properties of synthesized LAO samples
25
Power, o . Mw?, Mw®, Mn®, [olsso
yst W t, C T, mIin Da Da Da PD degreesxm]/
dmxg
ct),/ C¢HsCH,OH 130 205 35 1700 - - - -
S t),/ CcHsCH,OH 280 215 25 19900 19230 12820 1,50 —-156
TSA 280 215 35 9350 9940 5402 1,84 —-157
8 3000 -
Sn(Oct),/ C¢HsCH,OH 360 215 3 igggg jzg
25 6000 The sample darkened, lactide formed
TSA 360 215 10 Lactide formed

Note. t, °C — temperature; T — reaction time, min; Mw*, Da — calculated using a viscometric method; Mw’, Da —
determined by NMR spectroscopy; Mn°, Da — determined by gel permeation chromatography; [0(]229 — optical rotation angle.
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Therefore, it could be suggested that MW power determines the kinetics of LAO polymerization in the
presence of TSA.

The data obtained confirm the presence of a «non-thermal microwave effect» during LAO polymeriza-
tion under MW conditions, since at the same temperature but diverse capacities, LAO polymerization pro-
ceeds at different rates by various mechanisms at 280 W and 360 W.

The optical rotation angle of the synthesized samples is 156158 degreesxml/dmxg, i.e., the synthe-
sized samples are optically pure. Figure 7 shows the IR spectra of PLA samples synthesized under MW con-
ditions.
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0. cnn®

1 — 1 =20g4min after polymerization;
2 —1=30 min at 280" W 1n the presence of 0.3 mass.% TSA;
3 — 1 =30 min at 280 W in the presence of'0.03 mass.% Sn(Oct),/CsHsCH,OH

Figure 7. IR"speetsa of LAO obtained at a power of 280 W

The interpretation of the absorption bands of the IR spectra is given below: 3500-3300 (vOH),
2997 (v,sCH;), 2947 (v,CH3)m 28821 (vCH), 1760-1727 (vC=0), 1452 (5,,CH;), 1388-1348 (3,CH,),
1368-1360 (81CH+0,CH;),! 13151300 (82CH), 1270 (vCOC), 1215-1185 (v,,COC), 1130 (r,CH3),
1100-1090 (v,COC), 1048y(vC-CH3), 960-950 (r CH; + vCC), 875-860 (vC-COO), 760-740 (3C=0).

In the IR spectra) intense absorption bands of carbonyl groups C=0 (1757 ¢cm™) and absorption bands
of C-O-C bonds ofgl 188,cm 4, PLA characteristic are observed.

On curves@ andi3 (Fig. 7), belonging to the samples of synthesized PLA, the intensity of the absorption
bands in the regien of 8600-3500 cm™, characterizing the vibrations of the OH groups, significantly de-
creased. The peakstin the region of 1759 cm™, which belong to the stretching vibrations of the C=0 bond,
beeome mor€ symmetrical. The band in the region of 1188 c¢m™, related to the stretching vibrations of the
£C-O-= bondmbécomes more pronounced. Figure 8 shows the '"H NMR data of PLA samples synthesized un-
der MW conditions.

Chemical shifts "H NMR LAO and PLA are presented below:

Chemical shift in ppm Structural assignments
5.2 1H, m, -CH(CHj;)-
4.4 1H, m, -CH(CH;3)OH, end group)
1.6 (3H, d, —CHs)
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Figure 8. "H N tra

p of the terminal group —CH(CH;)OH LAO is
t the methylene group of the PLA is 5.2 ppm. By
ion of 4.4 and 5.2 ppm we can judge the depth of

significant number of terminal hydr (andpaccordingly, carboxyl) groups in LAO. In the spectra of PLA
samples obtained by the polyme LAO in the presence of TSA and Sn(Oct), (see Fig. 8). Chemical
shifts at 4.4 ppm are observe ifts are absent.

Figure 9 shows the DSC t ogram of a PLA sample synthesized at 280 W for 25 min in the presence

0f 0.09 mass.% Sn(Oc he absence of a pronounced melting peak at 180-190°C suggests that the polymer
mainly has an amorp ture.
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Figure 9. DSC-TGA spectra of PLA synthesized under MW conditions
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Conclusions

The optimal concentrations of catalysts and initiator for the synthesis of PLA were determined, which
are 0.03 % Sn (Oct),/CsHsCH,OH and 0.3—0.4 % TSA by weight of LAO.

It was found that with an increase in the power of MW, the rate of LAO polymerization in the presence
of catalysts increases. When Sn(Oct),/C¢HsCH,OH 1is used as a catalyst, the LAO polymerization process
proceeds at a noticeable rate at 280 W, and after 25 min Mw is about 20000 Da. The synthesized PLA sam-
ples are optically pure; the optical rotation angle of the synthesized samples is 156—158 degreesxml/dmxg. It
has been suggested that during LAO polymerization under MW conditions, the so-called «non-therngal mi-
crowave effect» is observed, that is, at the same temperature (215 °C), but with various capacities (280 W
and 360 W), the LAO polymerization proceeds at different rates by diverse mechanisms.aPuring\ the
polymerization of LAO in the presence of catalysts at 360 W, a small amount of lactide is foufied along*with
the formation of PLA.
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KpbIcKa TONKBIHABI COYJIeIeHAIpYKaF1alibIHIA
CYT KBIIIKBLIbI OJIUTOMeEPJ1EPil, MO IUMepIiey

Cyt KpIuKbUIBIHEIE onuroMepuiepidin (CKO) mogdMeprieHyiHIH KMHETHKAChl aJIFalll peT MUKPOTOJIKBIHIBI
coynenenynin (MTC) oprypmi kyarrapsiana, Sn(Oet), / 6emsmn crupri (CsHsCH,OH) karanuzarops! sxoHe
toyoncynbpokeuKeIbl  (TCK) xarsicysmien@septienti. CKO nommMepu3anusichl MyJIbTHMOIAIIbIbI
peakTopaarsl BakyyM/a a30THeH OapOoTaxaay xone) 130,280, 360 Bt kyarTeuisikrapaa xyprizinai. 0.03 %
Sn(Oct),/CsHsCH,OH sxone CKO casfvarpy, Ooiipitinia 0,3-0,4 % TCK OonaTelH Karanusatopiiap MeH
COKATaJIN3aTOPJIAp/bIH OHTailnbl KOHHeHTpamisich: anbikramasl. CKO canmarbian 0,03 % Sn(Oct),/
C¢HsCH,OH xone 0,3-0,4 % TCK TyYpaTbiH KaTauu3aTopiap MEH COKaTaau3aTOpIapiblH ONTHMAIIbI
koHnenTpanuacsl Tabbuiapl. TCK, xateicypiMen CKO-ubl momumepney 130 Br-tan GacTanaThIHABIFBI
anpikTaiiel. MTC kyatebiH koFapbuiaybiMeH CKO monmmMepiieHy skbUpiamabirbl apramsl.  Sn(Oct)y/
C¢HsCH,OH karamm3zatop, peTilne koimnanranna, CKO momamepm3anusicel 280 BT XbpUIIaMaBIKIICH XKYpei,
ar 25 MUHYTTaH Keilifi MOJIeKyHaliblk Maccachl mamamen 20000 Da 6ommer. CKO moimmepiiey mporecci
Ke3iH/le KaTaau3aTopiaapabiH KareicybiMeH 360 BT Kyartembikra momucyT KeluksuiaslH (IICK) tysimyimen
6ipre maktun Tysinem. MKkone SIMP crnexrpockonust oficTepiHiH KOMEriMeH ajbIHFaH MOJMMEpIepaiy
KypbutbiMbl  3eprrennaly \Cunresgenred [ICK yirinepi onTukanmblK Ta3za, ONTHKAIBIK OYpbLTY OYpPBHIIIBI
156-158 ppanyexmun/aMxr TeH. boimkam Goitbiaina, MTC xarmaiisiga CKO mnonuMepusanusicbl KesiHae
«OKBUTYCBI3 MUKpPOTOIKbIHABI d(dekT» nen aramateiH, sFHH Oipiei karmaitnapna, Oipueit TemmepaTypanga
(215 °Q)y, 6ipar @pTypri KyarTsuisikTa (280 sxone 360 Bt) CKO monmmeprnieHyi op Typii KBULIAMIBIKIICH
IKYPEA.

Kinm~ c630ep. MHUKPOTOIKBIHIBI COYJICNCHIIPY, CYT KbIIIKBUIBI, MONUCYT KBIIKBUIBL, CYT KBIIIKBLIEL
osmromepiepi, IMP cnekrpockomnmsicsl, UK crekTpocKonuschl, MEHIIIKTI ONTHKAIBIK aifHATy, KaTalnu3aTop.

I'.4. T'y6a, A.O. I'ycap, E.A. Mamaesa, B.A. [lonosa,
N.P. Jlonro, A.A. bakubaes, P.P. AxmemkanoB

I[Mostumepu3anus 0JIMITOMEPOB MOJOYHON KUCJIOTHI
B YCJIOBHUSIX MUKPOBOJIHOBOT'0 00/ 1yYeHUsI

BriepBrle m3ydeHa KHMHETHKA IMOJIMMEPH3AIMM OJIMroMepoB MosoyHoH kmcnoTsl (OMK) mpum pasmmaHbx
MOIIHOCTSX MHKpOBOJMHOBOro obmydenuss (MBO) B mpucyrcTBHM — KaTajmM3aTopa/coKarain3aTopa
Sn(Oct),/6en3unossiii criupt (CsHsCH,OH) u Tonyoncynbsdoxucnors: (TCK). [Tonmumepuzaunro OMK mpo-
BOJMIIM B MYJIFTUMOJAJIEHOM PEaKTOpe B BakyyMe IpH 0apOoTupoBaHMH a30TOM IpH MomHocTsax 130, 280,
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360 Bt. OnpeneneHsl onTUMaibHbIe KOHIIGHTPAIMK KaTaIN3aTOPOB M COKaTaIU3aTOPOB, KOTOPHIE COCTABIIs-
ot 0,03 % Sn(Oct),/C¢HsCH,OH u 0,3-0,4 % TCK ot maccet OMK. YcraHOBI€HO, 4TO MOJMMEPH3ALHs
OMK B npucyrctBun TCK nporekaer yxe npu 130 Br. C nosiiennem mormnaoctd MBO ckopocTs mporec-
ca momumepmzarmn  OMK  yBemmumBaercs. [lpm  ucnone3oBaHMM B KadecTBE — KaTalHM3aTopa
Sn(Oct),/C¢HsCH,OH mpornecc monmumepuzanmu OMK ¢ 3ametHOM ckopocThio poTtekaet npu 280 Br, u ye-
pe3 25 MUH MOJEKYJIApHBIA Bec cocTaBisul okono 20000 Da. Ilpu npoBeneHuu mpouecca HOIMMEPU3aliy
OMK B npucyrcTBum Katannsaropos 1pu 360 Br, napsiny ¢ o6pasoBanuem nomumonodnoi kuciotsl (IIMK),
nporcxoauT oOpaszoBanue naktuaa. C npumenenneM mMetonoB VK- u SIMP-cnekTpockonuu u3y4eHo cTpoe-
HME TIOJyYeHHBIX 1oanMepoB. CuHTe3npoBaHHble 00pasupl [IMK sABISIOTCA ONTHYECKH YUCTHIMM, YroJl Ol-
THYECKOTO BpallleHust paBeH 156—158 rpagycamxmin/amM*r. Beicka3aHo NPeanonokKeHre, YTo MPU MOJITHMEepH-
3aun OMK B ycnoBusix MBO HaGmiomaeTcsi Tak Ha3bIBAEMBbIi «HETEIIOBONH MHKPOBOIHOBOH 3 dexT», T.e.
B OJMHAKOBBIX YCJIOBHSIX TIPH OJMHAKOBOH Temmeparype (215 °C), Ho pasHbIx MomHocTsIX (280 u 360 BT)
npornecc mommmepmzanui OMK mpoTekaeT ¢ pa3iIndHOi CKOPOCTHIO.

Kniouesvie cno6a: MUKPOBOIHOBOE OONYYEHHE, MOJOYHAS KUCIOTA, MMOJMUMOJIOYHAS KHCIIOTA, O Mepbl
MoJIouHOH Kucnothl, IMP-cniexrpockonust, UK-cnexkTpockonus, yaelbHOE ONTHYECKOE BpalleH aTaju-
3aTop.

Cepust «Xummsi». Ne 4(96)/2019
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