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The present paper attempts to understand the plight of Afghan women under complete absence of women’s
rights. Beginning with a brief sketch of the historical past of the Afghan women prior to 9/11, this papgr at-
tempts to document their journey through the post-Bonn period including the present situation under thdew
Taliban regime. The paper is based on secondary sources of information and narratives mai
reports. It addresses the situational of women in Afghanistan and how they are positi@e
spheres, while their basic rights are gradually getting eroded. It is ironical that when the worl& i
a t

ward to ushering in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) particularly the SDG-5

highlight
nding the socio-
ion in the work-
force and closure of women’s public spaces are all gradually coming into forceelihe r suggests a few pol-

economic implications of the Taliban policies. Restrictions on women's education;

development training and obtain a livelihood option.
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Con

Women's participation undoubtedly is crucial§for endpring peace and security. It's impossible for one-
half of the human race totally being cut off from the of ushering in peace and harmony in the society.
The UN Security Council Resolution 1325, wis thus enacted so that more women got encouraged to partici-
pate in ensuring international peace and s .Wnfortunately only few women actually got to participate in
the peace building process. Inspite of comsider progress, women continue to be underrepresented in posi-
tions of power, in negotiations, and it eeping operations. Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reinte-
gration (DDR), as well as securit '
into account the needs and pe 1 f women after the conflict ends. Sexual and gender-based violence
is pervasive in post conflict often persisting even after fighting stops with no consequences for the
perpetrators. Integratign iiito ic life and leadership gets hampered for the women in a post-conflict
culture mainly due to a physical protection and significant legal restraints.

In the context o nistan, women faced one of the worst devastations with a gruesome past and
now with ng Thew were referred to as the “Vanished Gender” (Rashid A, 2022) while the UNDP
s “one of the most dangerous places in the world for a woman to live in”. Studies
C in Afghanistan suffer from domestic violence and the most common perpetrators hap-
pen to be fa embers. “Violence against Women” (VAW) such as beheading the women, inflicting tor-
ture and violence, rape, forced marriages, physical abuse and women being bartered, are a continuing torture
that never seems to stop. A bizarre fact is when a woman gets raped; she is imprisoned for being guilty of
committing adultery! Several hundreds of women and girls remain imprisoned on grounds of “moral crime”
even during the post Bonn period when some semblance of democracy had settled in.

Prior to 9/11 In March 2001, the Human Rights Commission reported 1026 cases of violence against
women. Today “Violence against Women” is rampant under Taliban [1]. The period prior to 2002, was a
gory period for women. The chief of Taliban's religious police, Maulvi Qalamuddin, had unleashed terror
and constant fear from his position as the deputy minister for the “Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of
Vice” among the population. The city of Kabul remained under constant threat. He was a Pashtun tribesman.
His physique itself was scary with large feet and hands, a long broad nose, black eyes, and a bushy black
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beard that brushed his desk as he spoke. As chief of the Taliban's religious police, the stream of regulations
he issued from this office dramatically changed the lifestyle of Kabul’s once easy-going population. Half of
the population never even witnessed his office, located at the heart of Kabul, as the Maulvi had banned all
women from entering the building. As a result, the Afghan women were forced to disappear from public
view [2]. Strange but true the same person got nominated then by the President Hamid Karzai, along with
five other former Taliban officials, to negotiate with the insurgency at the High Peace Council.

Harsh gender policies that prevailed, included prohibition of women from working outside the home,
wearing a head-to-toe covering in public, prohibition of young girls from attending school, women not being
allowed to go out in public unless and until accompanied by a close male family member, prohibition of
wearing certain types of clothing or/and jewellery, and other punitive punishments were meted out for sexual
misconduct and adultery. Exploitation of Afghan women who got captured by the Taliban was forced to
work as slaves. These policies resulted in, lowest life expectancy and literacy rates of the Afghan women in
Asia, highest infant mortality rate in Asia, and significantly higher rates of beggary and prdgtitution even
before the Taliban's ascent to power in 1996. During the peak of the Taliban 1.0 such restrictions became
hard and rigid making the scenario even graver. rS

Decades of civil war gradually dismantled upon Afghanistan. The 9/11 bombin, t ofle third of
the Afghans as refugees with many more leaving the country even today. A maj nd upon interna-
tional aid, half of which are women who became destitute and were in utter d 1S was the moment
when major international intervention was introduced. Following the U.S. i fghanistan in Octo-
ber 2001, the United Nations Security Council passed Resolution 1386 t a permanent government
there in accordance with the Bonn Agreement. In December 2001, th of Afghanistan government
started to get discussed. There was a multinational military presendg 1 anistan from 2001 to 2014
called the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). Vﬂlx 's initial focus was on training the

n

ANSEF and helping Afghanistan restore its core government instifitions,the organization eventually became
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With Hamid Karzai taking over the country as the President in 2002, the picture of Afghan Women
started to look brighter. The international community and UN came forward pouring funds to build Afghani-
stan once again. Activities involving women in Afghanistan started to gather momentum with gender equali-
ty and women’s empowerment was not a distant dream anymore. The gruesome past and the period of the
worst catastrophe seemed to be a forgotten past. Although women continued to live in a state of abject pov-
erty facing the worst forms of violence in Afghanistan even during the presidentship of Hamid Karzai, in the
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years 2009-2010. One encountered incidents like stoning to death, punishment for adultery, selling daugh-
ter/wife for opium and other such atrocities. A society fraught with illiteracy, poverty, lack of awareness,
traditions, strict religious regulations and the like continued as the main causes behind such violence. Stud-
ies [3] revealed that a large section of the population were victims of war or left the country as a result of
series of civil war and bombings. As a consequence, several women who became widows were left on their
own to fend for themselves and their dependent children. The anti-women regime of the Taliban days still
seemed to haunt Afghanistan and the conditions for women remained gory. A report of the Ministry of
Women Affairs stated that in 2006-2007, a total number of 2133 cases were registered, out of which 22 %
were that of beatings and 16 % were that of forced marriages. The Afghanistan Independent Human Right
Commission emerged with a similar picture in 2006 where a majority (47 %) of the registered cases were
that of beating followed by forced marriage. Unfortunately the exchange of girls, selling of girls and traffick-
ing showed an increase in the registered number of cases. Data pertaining to the outcome of violence sug-
gests that 3 percent of the cases are reported to be either committing suicide or attempt to commiit suicide.

A Trajectory of Afghan Women

The first Bonn, however never led to an enduring political settlement and was Sgat with political
unrest and insecurity. The USAID Implementing Partners, reported security Inci er their assistance
programme. There was continuous ongoing insurgency with killings and a rise wounded on a reg-
ular basis. Although the violence levels did decrease but at the same time thergiwas agiSe in targeted assassi-

nations among the soft targets.
Nevertheless, Afghanistan was certainly not where it was prior to E@i ad come a long way since
0 t

then. No doubt there was phenomenal progress achieved in Afghanist wenty year period with 35—
40 % girls back in school. From almost no girls attending schol, nwmber had crossed well above 3 mil-
lion. Longevity increased from 44 years to more than 60 yearSjHealthcare facilities improved from 6 to
60 % with the Afghan Mortality survey targeting high valy, intervention. The Afghan infant mor-
tality was down to 25 %. Children less than five years ying in the proportion of 256 per 1000 to
a maximum of less than 100 children. The maternal mortali ent down to more than 300 percent with ac-
cess to healthcare under the Afghan leadership. otable achievements worth mentioning include,
120,000 Afghan girls graduating from high schools, enrolled in universities and nearly 500 women
were on university faculties. Maternal mortalﬁ, infant mortality, under-five mortality rates had all signifi-

cantly declined.

It was a marvel to find the Afghanmwo epresenting as legislators. They constituted 28 percent of
the total legislators in the Afghan parlja including 9 percent at the decision-making level. Women com-
prised 40 percent of the registerediyote the presidential elections held after 9/11. Women were among
the doctors, medical workers, pilets, y, police officers, media, sports activities and constituted many ac-
tive civil society groups. In f: ident Bush had stated on Sept 21, 2004 that,

“More than 10 mailliof A itizens — over 4 million of them being women — were now registered
to vote .... To any wh 1d question whether Muslim societies can be democratic societies, the Af-
ghan people are givin nswer”.

e government of Afghanistan also had approved a new constitution in 2004 guaran-
ual rights. In 2009, a law was declared stating that “Violence Against Women” (VAW)
was a crime. yjever a total of 70 % Afghans still continued to be engaged in agriculture, and were in the
food insecure regions of the world.

The fiscal sustainability in terms of Infrastructure such as building schools, training teachers, building
road network and so on, began to take shape and became a reality by 2010/2011. The security aid constituted
the bulk of the total aids with the total external resource coming into the country was almost equal to the
GDP that was a total of 15 billion dollars. This did sustain the tattered and battered economy and Afghans
were able to sustain their Government, infrastructure, salary of security flows, governance gains and so on.

Though these have been significant but weak governance and issues of corruption played havoc, as a re-
sult the capacity building did not usher in the desired results. There was a severe need to enhance domestic
revenues. Data generated by the Ministry of Finance, suggested an enhancement in the revenue source gath-
ered from customs, mobile licensing, other innovative ways for increasing the external trade and transit
flows. The human capacity development needed to create an enabling environment for economic growth and
investment focused on the following measures at the Bonn II conference of 2011. These were:
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o Corruption which aimed the 182 corruption index to be moved up to 25 places in the coming three
years

e World Bank business report ranked 160th position out of 183 countries. No doubt it had moved their
scores to 7 places over the last one year, however it committed to move another 15 places in the next three
years

e The HDI put Afghanistan at 172 position out of 179 countries. This also committed to increase by
25 % in the next three years.

However, despite all a widespread poverty continued to prevail. Almost one in two Afghans lived be-
low the national poverty line in 2019 [4]. The stability of Afghanistan's peace and economy remained precar-
ious, relying heavily on international aid. Children and women were routinely subjected to extreme cruelty
and abusive practices such as honor killings, child marriages, domestic abuses, and sexual violence due to
the extensive destructive practices prevalent in the social norms that got engulfed into the gender inequity
policies. Nothing seemed to be of human rights consequence as far as women were concerned, Besides the

effects of COVID 19 had seeped into the terms of conflict, natural catastrophes, food gnseeurity, significant
%. is left al-
Mering i

cross-border mobility, and the social, economic, and health effect that hit Afghanistan

most half the Afghans in need of humanitarian aid by 2020 [5]. The security budget f sustaina-
bility had been targeted for five billion dollars and other five billion dollars wer ofésecurity expenses.
Indicators needed to be identified that would significantly create the necessary i .

Nevertheless, although the picture was not far from being gruesome, the{take of President Karzai,
ushered in a ray of “hope” in the minds of women. Every woman hop ings would eventually im-
prove and soon they would be relieved from the torturous situation. This ufaged them to go on with their
lives. They felt much more safer under the present regime as comparedito aliban period. Girls were able
to pursue education and skill development, they also had the 18 ve out on their own and attended to
their daily chores. The “Sharia” law was not such a weapo xv:/lo en. Women got engaged in liveli-
hood options such as nurses and doctors in the hospital; re®women parliamentarians, TV/radio an-
nouncers, women who imparted driving lessons to o en; beauticians who worked in beauty par-
lours, etc. Projects were undertaken to usher in liyelihoo s by various international community for the
women in particular. Along with other countries Iridi ganized several programme to train and educate
the Afghan women and girls besides young boys. fghanistan Rural Enterprise Development Pro-
gramme (AREDP) initiated the National Solidakity programme (NSP) covering several remote areas within a

nl§

short period of time especially in the stat amiyan, Balkh and Parwan. The long duration of the civil

war and its associated trauma was no i to dismantle through the NSP to offering some respite and
livelihood options to the locals.

Overall literacy remained at a'di with 0 to 11 % (Afghanistan Provincial Reconstruction Team,
2011) among the women, ba@1 eption of Kabul (48 %), Herat (28 %) and a few other places. Ac-

cording to figures of 201 50 percent of the children were enrolled in schools with Zabul and
Uruzgan recording asowlas 1 an 1 %. Access to health facilities for the women was still at a rudimen-
tary stage where a large f the women (50 % on an average) travelled more than 10 kms for obtaining
a health care facility. constituted only 9 % among the decision making bodies.

ess uch proactive steps, there always was a lingering fear that the troop pull-out may
2014 onwards. This would impact in a lack of interest among the international
commitme sh the Afghan government for promoting and protecting women's rights. This was espe-
cially crucial i ghe context of the endorsed Ulema Council statement on 6 March 2012 by President Karzai.
There was a nagging fear and apprehension that the decrease in the foreign aid would badly impact in the
running of schools and clinics. All this would result in, the Afghan women getting forgotten and abandoned
once again by the rest of the world.

The declaration then by President Karzai stating that, “men are fundamental and women are second-
ary”, was unwarranted for! This already set the tone for speculation and apprehension among the Afghan
women leaders. To top it, there were activities such as the on-going negotiations with the Taliban which did
hint that women's rights may get bargained away after all. Any attempt of peace process which excluded
more than half of the population could hardly usher in peace and sustainability. Unless the women’s voices
are factored into the peace process and properly represented in all the decision making bodies, it was ex-
pected that time was not far away, when all these achievements would become history. Undoubtedly history
is repeating itself!
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The New Dawn — Taliban 2.0

The apprehensions are happening after more than two decades. It is official now — secondary educa-
tion for girls and higher education for women are both prohibited in Afghanistan. For the past six months,
women and girls have been prohibited from attending public playgrounds, swimming pools, fitness centres,
and athletic clubs. The employment of women in NGO headquarters is also restricted. Following the Taliban
take-over of Afghanistan in August 2021, women were barred from holding any position of authority. Wom-
en and girls in the so called modern-day Afghanistan were now supposed to adopt the new dress code, while
travelling beyond 75 kilometers without a male escort was a taboo [6].

Since the Taliban 2.0 began, a serious humanitarian catastrophe occurred in Afghanistan. It’s been near-
ly two years since then and people are struggling to meet their most basic requirements. The Taliban's re-
pressive policies against Afghan women and girls have effectively removed them from the society and sys-
tematically eliminating them from public forums. It is an irony that despite the Taliban's oppressive rule, the

Afghan women with a “comfortable and prosperous life”. Women all around the coun:
ing in dehumanizing conditions, feeling trapped and powerless. A lack of work opp& i
ian relief, especially for victims of violence (including sexual violence), left ma &
headed household in a deep crisis, while meeting their most fundamental requir
as a stark warning of how easily and quickly women's and girls' rights were g .
Twenty years of progress of women's rights in Afghanistan have been erased, and the situation is now
the same as it was before 2002, when the Taliban 1.0 controlled the nati in 2002, that the Afghan
women celebrated the International Women's Day exuberating hope aid‘elicers; after years of denial of their
rights under Taliban 1.0 [7]. The day had been celebrated inéf anistan at the United Nations Head-
quarters under the subject “Afghan women today: realities andyop ities”. Pledges had been made to
help the Afghan sisters to start all over after the war. A stat tSmas issued by the World leaders for treat-
ing the Afghan women as “an affront to all standards @f di uality, and humanity”. It emphasized that

is incident serves

several obstacles to achieve their basic human
ducation, to gainful employment, to the highest
ed to enjoy their freedom of movement, freedom
tion; a situation regressing significantly since 2002.

from fear and want, and freedom from discrimi

(S ss and Governance
It’s been two years since 2 \ @ iban 2.0 has taken over Afghanistan. The restrictions mounting
on women since then has escal g the situation more and more abusive. The Taliban now depute
armed men to barge into girls! 0 ordering teachers to check students' bodies for any signs of puber-
ty so that, they could keep t out of school. Women in Afghanistan complained that Taliban enforcers
htWaring trousers or jeans instead of the mandatory robes. It seems the attacks
by the Taliban are mere ation in response to the escalation of women's rights initiatives and protests
that are being laupched¥ ghanistan and Iran. This is to nip these protests at the bud and simultaneously
e Tali power. Undoubtedly if such crackdowns continued, it could lead not only to wide-
t a rise in extremism as well as a broader threat to international security.
at the trend for the increasing violence against women is a symptom of Afghanistan's

government cannot afford to adopt an all-inclusive policy, as it will not be in their interest. They can never
become more inclusive despite their promises to reform [8]. The economic catastrophe has only served to
increase their brutality. All the rigorous discourse and rhetoric in international diplomatic forums such as the
United Nations, the European Union, the USA, Russia and others is a fantasy.

Despite the fact that the Taliban are commonly thought of as a Pashtun group, they do not represent the
Pashtun people as a whole. The top commanders of the Taliban, are mostly ethnic Pashtuns from the south-
ern districts surrounding Kandahar who were trained in hardline religious schools in Pakistan. They are
against shadowy differences among Taliban sub-groups like the Haqqani network, based in the eastern prov-
inces, the ethnic Uzbeks, based in the northern parts of the country and the like. The rights of women are the
focal point of the Taliban's internal disputes [9]. They are the most dramatized lot where women’s rights are
concerned.
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When the Taliban retook power in Afghanistan in 2021, they quickly reinstated the Ministry for the
Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, which had been used by the previous administration in the
1990s to suppress women's rights and public participation. The dictatorship claimed that this was supposedly
to safeguard women's rights, but its “virtue and vice” enforcers have been monitoring women's clothing in
public places like streets and buses. These enforcers are mostly bearded males dressed in white tunics with a
ministry logo. The Taliban has gradually increased its prohibitions on women's clothing, movement in pub-
lic, and the pursuit of education or employment in whatever field that it finds offensive. Clearly a trend is
emerging that suggests, women's restrictions were formerly enforced by the Taliban's official under the “mo-
rality police”. Taliban's more stringent demands to regulate women have encouraged or pushed numerous
additional males to abuse their positions as the “enforcers”. The regular Taliban fighters and civilian regime
sympathizers have launched ad hoc enforcement against any and every lady they come across. The Taliban
have coerced shopkeepers, teachers, and other members of the general public into acting as the law enforc-
ers. Campaigns of intimidation or violence against vulnerable populations, especially the wonden, have been
shown to increase mass atrocities, according to experts in the field of peacebuilding. Thereare several, albeit
small, windows of opportunity to affect Taliban behaviour. rS

In May 2022, they announced new regulations, including mandates that women \X ial coverings in

istafige

public and that they are not be issued drivers' licenses or be allowed to travel gre s without a male
relative acting as a chaperone. But there is another wide range of strictness i which is to be fol-
lowed as corollary to the dictums. Kabul, which is a home to more than 10 peicen e country's popula-
tion, has been hit hard by the increased repression and assaults on womegsimyreeent times. The remote areas
are even worse according to some eye witnesses. Afghan women ha e hat individuals in civilian
clothes are increasingly using violence against them. These armed groupSwwafit to inspect the clothes of fe-
male students attending colleges and private institutions aroun&

The students had been coerced into uncovering their undergatments*from their skirts and robes. Accord-
ing to the women, the enforcers would beat anyone they ca g western-style trousers with electrical
cables. Women's rights advocates in Kabul confirme ational peers of the latest violations via
secure electronic mail and encrypted SMS mess, ion also trickled out via social media, most
notably via the Afghan women-run news website cial media has brought out several pieces about
the new laws and violence against women and girls i , Herat, and elsewhere in the country.

The U.N. special reporter, Richard Benrigtt, has highlighted the worsening problem and suggested to
provide greater manpower and funding teglooK\into the numerous cases of alleged violations of women's
rights and, if necessary, to refer cases te ational Criminal Court. Furthermore, states that negotiate
with the Taliban or provide asyl refugees ought to create special envoys for human and wom-
en's rights to advocate change wi iban's diplomatic negotiations. Constant news on human rights
abuse and violence from Afg out, in spite of the severe restrictions on social media, mobile apps
and video recordings. The R ada Media [11], alone reveals some of the latest atrocities of August 2023.
These include,

e Shooting and innocent people by the Taliban forces including a child, during a religious
ceremony in Ghazni ciy an@,on Shiite mourning

o Theghali stopping a journalism training course in Nangarhar as there were girl students in the

those who revolted

e The police under the Vice and Virtue department warned drivers of three-wheeled vehicles and mo-
torbikes in Herat not to allow girls wearing mantles to ride their vehicle.

The latest was the Taliban ordering the closure of beauty salons across the country. This was one place
where the women relieved themselves and interacted amongst each other but this was also shut down. A pro-
test had broken out by the beauticians but the Taliban immediately sprang into action and attacked the wom-
en with the help of water cannons, tear gas and warning bullets. The women sloganeered “bread, work, and
freedom”, “justice”, “don't take our work™, and “stealing women's bread is theft” and so on. It has been ob-
served that the Taliban even smashed the phones of many female beauticians, destroying any footage or im-
ages of the demonstration that might have been on them. Women have reported that the Taliban has been
prohibiting girls from having cell phones that can capture video in an effort to stifle both strategies, as this
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has been a main method in which women in Afghanistan and Iran have energized their campaigns and gained
international support.

The present dispensation has ordered children and teachers to keep their faces covered, and according to
women in Kabul, the Taliban have invaded girls' elementary schools to enforce this policy. The law en-
forcement officers were seen using electrical cables, sticks, and gun butts to beat alleged offenders. A mother
in Kabul reported to the United States Institute of Peace [12] that her daughter had been abused by Taliban
members in class because she did not have her face covered. The child is traumatized and is scared to go to
school. Another woman reported how enforcers from the Taliban stopped their car where her family was
travelling in. After serious interrogation they were allowed to proceed only after the mom was told to switch
seats with the kids and ride in the back seat. Women complained that Taliban gunmen have been abusing
them in several neighbourhoods. Several girls' schools and privately run education courses were searched by
“enforcers” in the southern neighbourhood of Chihil Sutun. Students and teachers were beaten for wearing
trousers as undergarments, outer robes that did not reach their ankles and colourful clothing otler than black.
Other forms of abuse and restrictions by the Taliban were also reported by the women.

The ethnic Hazara community has been among the worst victims due to their eghnigity. a woman
has hit them doubly hard. A study [3] undertaken by the Ministry of External Affairs&‘ India in 2010

showed how insecure the Hazara community felt even in 2010, while recalling hotters of Taliban 1.0.

They had narrated an incident where some of their men were lined up against shot down at point

blank range.

Some pictures below show how entrances to their homes still remaj aged and the community
continues living in fear, in case history repeated itself! Children born @Bonn were yet to get a taste
of the “Taliban”. History indeed is repeating itself. Once again the H the target group for the Tali-

ban. Some of the following incidents confirm their plight [13]#
e Nearly sixty female students, from the Hazara ethnic
on October 11, 2022.
o Suicide bombing of September 30, 2022, at
killed at least 53 people. Eye witnesses say that t
by Hazaras over violent attacks against their co

e High school graduates, who sat for unjversit 1ssion exams then, were told by the Taliban offi-
cials that they could not enroll in programmé like engineering, economics, veterinary science, or media

merity, were kicked out of university dorms

cation centre in Kabul that taught girls,
peared to be a retaliation for public protests

which were open only for men. Further th as confirmed by an education official to the Spanish news

outlet EFE.
@. an women have been unable to return to classroom since the
d

e The news outlet, stated
Taliban seized power and first b access to high-schools and later universities, even as the world

marked the International Day c

es located underground, Khulm, Balkh Province, Afghanistan
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Stoning to death of women for alleged adultery continues and was observed since the regime of Hamid
Karzai and Ashraf Ghani. In 2015, the province of Ghor, located in the country's central region, had wit-
nessed the 19-year-old woman who was stoned to death after having her body buried in a pit, up to her waist
for allegedly committing the crime of adultery [13].

Despite the sword hanging on their heads, Afghan women have dared to come out and protest for their
rights. There are incidents of women activists in Afghanistan who are protesting not only in private spaces
but also in public about the increased repressions by the Taliban. Such incidents are posted on social media
as well. The increased number of reports on violence against women gets more evident from this trend. Per-
haps to control such outpouring of protests, the Taliban have started favouring particular women over the
other in order to divide and rule. Those women, who have attended madrassas sanctioned by the state, are put
in positions of authority in public elementary schools. Some school administrators have been directed in re-
cent weeks by the Taliban's “Virtue and Vice Ministry”, to check the bodies of girls as young as 10 or 11 for
symptoms of puberty and to dismiss from school any girls who appear older or whose bodiesfare beginning
to mature.

Facing the Challenges ’

Majority of the Afghan women tried hard to leave the country, but a majo ped in Afghani-
stan. In February 2020, under the Doha agreement, it became pretty evident nited States will be
withdrawing all its forces from Afghanistan by May 2021. By August the m111tary presence
from Afghanistan after nearly 20 years. There was total chaos and all wer helter skelter towards the
airport to leave the country by hook or by crook. Some even clamber d e moving airplane. A few of

the men fell from the plane to meet a gory death. Once again Afgha
heart rending scenes at the airport covered by the TV channel®shs ow crowds of people were trying to
reach the flight that carried the soldiers back to the USA. Womengwer ing their best to get into the plane
in competition along with the men. A scene which can neve isWhen a woman who could not manage to
get into the plane, went to the extent of throwing hertmfanfybaby®daughter over the barbed wire to the sol-
diers waiting to board. The woman who could ngt run a afety, wanted at least her daughter to reach
safer destinations as they dreaded and knew the Taliban’s afiti-women intentions.

There are women activists who managed to em rom Afghanistan along with some Afghan wom-
en. The “SOLA” project is an example. “SOL%” meant “Peace” in Pashtun. It ran a School of Leadership in

t facing a refugee crisis. The

Afghanistan. “SOLA” started initially as rship program for Afghan youth who were identified to ac-
cess quality education abroad and, late ack to their home country as highly-skilled Afghans in
whichever profession they chose, Thi boarding school for girls but with the Taliban taking over, co-
founder and President of SOLA, ana,Basij-Rasikh found it extremely tenuous and risky to carry on [14].
She immediately relocated 250smg of the “SOLA” community, including the student body and gradu-
ates from the programme, a t( nore than 100 girls, to Rwanda, in Africa. The capacity to teach Afghan
girls after the return became a challenge after the right to education of girls in secondary
schools got banned. La rces undoubtedly was a major issue.

Boardmg schoo llowed Afghan girls to study and live at the same place were the best way to

sis impacted women and Girls in Afghanistan. “Afghan Aid”, “Save the Children”
pntribute to enhance the women’s basic rights in Afghanistan by imparting education and

en’s education and skill development by the Taliban. The “Save the Children” states that “Child marriage
and poverty will soar if the Taliban does not immediately lift ban on girls’ education”.

At the meeting of the United Nations Security Council held in December 2022, the misery of the Af-
ghans who were in great poverty was clearly highlighted. Therefore the fact that their future was dark and
uncertain was put forward. Roza Isakovna Otunbayeva, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General
for Afghanistan and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), spoke at
great length about the suppression of media and civil society. She said the Taliban do not entertain any sort
of intra-Afghan dialogue as they claimed that their Government is inclusive and sufficiently representative. It
was essential that there ought to be a more pluralistic polity with representation from all including women
and minorities. She also mentioned that in addition to a number of other damaging orders, women were con-
tinuously targeted and prohibited from entering most public parks, bath houses, and gymnasiums [12]. Alt-
hough the Taliban's policy of preventing Afghan children from pursuing secondary education has been wide-
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ly criticized by the international Islamic community, and unpopular among the local Afghans; nevertheless
the dictates prevail. This damage no doubt will leave behind a long term trail of misery which may become
difficult to erase in the coming future.

Conclusion

Afghanistan formally embraced the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2015. There are 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aimed at ensuring long-term progress in these areas. Children's and
women's rights are an integral part of these goals. They must be realized before the SDG objectives can be
attained. Additionally, Afghanistan signed the United Nations' 2030 Agenda, promising to “leave no one be-
hind” and working towards universal human rights, gender parity, and women's and girls' empowerment.
Further the nation supported the pledge towards signatories to guarantee that all men, women, boys, and girls
can reach their full potential in an atmosphere of respect, equality, and safety.

The rewritten Penal Code that went into effect in 2018 made it illegal to sexually exploi
nors. Crimes against children, as well as punishments for those who commit them, werg spgcifi
Afghan Penal Code. The Afghan Parliament passed the Law on Protection of Child ts
established the legal definition of a child as a person under the age of 18, and establi\

ofighe
1

r recruit mi-
in the new

for promoting, protecting, and guaranteeing children's basic rights by the Gove
lic of Afghanistan (GoIRA) and the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) in 2019. But ala
the present context. Having come this far, the Afghan women continue livi
where they are trapped and powerless. Victims of abuse, particularly sex i

slamic Repub-
mean nothing in
in manizing conditions
ce, a lack of access to job

and aid opportunities, prevent them severely from meeting their most b irements. Such a situation is
a stark warning of how easily and quickly women's and girls' rights cai\b d. Under the present circum-
stances, it is unlikely that the de facto government will yield & a ure to remove restrictions on wom-

en and girls in the true sense, despite their commitments to intem&a man rights conventions.

Economic sanctions may only boomerang to aggravat ituagion indirectly impacting the Civil Soci-
ing towards carrying forward the SDGS. Girls
born in the post-Bonn period hardly know who the Tali nd what is the impact of their policy strate-
overnment that was a signatory to conventions
like CEDAW, etc. These young women can hardly u nd why education must be banned for them, why
they are not allowed to walk in the park indépendently. Why must the government be indifferent to “Vio-
lence against Women™?

It is important to facilitate wome d g o continue with their education and pursue a livelihood or
develop skills to empower themsglves difficult to adopt measures for empowerment of women and ush-
er in gender equality living in anigtant’ Cases of abuse are on the rise and girls and women may get
browbeaten into submission. s mechanisms to impart education to the Afghan girls and women
must be addressed urgently. fore the international community needs to adopt out of the box (OOTB)
solutions. Despite ¢ eats, there are Afghan women activists who dare to come forward in
solidarity with the vict1 ence and abuse of human rights.

The following r ndations are worth consideration:

o Pre t nited Nations and other funding agencies is rigorously mounted on the de facto
regime tQ e n women’s rights and involve them in all decision making bodies of Afghanistan in
order to o reedom from fear and want” and from “discrimination”.

public office and the judiciary. They are compelled to stay at home. Livelihood options are exclusively in-
troduced for the Afghan women especially for the female headed households.

o International scholarships and funding are made available in schools and in higher education Insti-
tutes both in Kabul and abroad, meant exclusively for Afghan women and girls. This should include board-
ing as well. Despite challenges, the women Afghan activists need to be encouraged and funded who are run-
ning Education centres for Afghan women in South Asia, Africa, Europe and other regions.

o Health care for child and maternal well-being are carried forward on a war footing before there is a
fall in the sex ratio of the country. Similar schemes are also imparted for the senior citizens and the different-
ly abled women and girls in Afghanistan.

e The UN Headquarters must organize more events like “Todays Afghan Women — Rights and Op-
portunities”. “Struggle of Afghan Women” and so on to create a greater awareness among the people.
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OHIU
AyFaH ai«ie.lmepinil{ BIK OPbIHIAAPAAH KOFaJIbII KeTyi
AyFaHCTa JHEIEP KYKbIFYbIHBIH Kyﬁpeyi
Makanazna ayraH oWeniepiHa ) KBIFBIHBIH TOJIBIK OOJIMaybl XKafAailbl yKoHe olesgepre KaThICThI
30pJBIK-30MOBIIBIK TYP 11Fal? COHBIMEH KaTap ayFaH oHelIepiHiH TapUXbl, OTKEHI Typaibl KbICKallla

affa 'kaHa TanMOaH PEKUMIMEH Kasipri Karaalabl Koca alFaHfa, OJIapJblH
-TIpOIIri KykaTTamajap Heri3iHge OepinreH. Makama HerizineH BAK
HFQaH KOCHIMIIIA aKmapaT Ke3Jepi MEH OHTiMenepre HerizgenreH. ABTOp
AyraHCTaH[a: ep/IH J>KaFjaifbl >KoHE OJIap/AblH KOFaMIBIK Cajafgarbl MOH-)KaWbIH KapacTBIPFaH,
IKTapbIHBIH Oy3bUIyblHA 3€pTTEy jKacaraH. bBip KbI3bIFBI, Q€M TYPaKThl Jamy
), ocipece SDG-5-ke Ko KeTKi3yAl acbliFa KYTKEH Ke3Jie, oJieMHiH Oip Oeiri oienaepaiy
SHEUTYHl JKOHE TEeHIEepNiK TEHTIKTI MyiaeM enemeini! MakamaHblH MakcaTbl —
aFbl OMeNIepAiH KYKBIKTaphIHBIH OIPTiHIEN CapKbUIybl MeH efeyni Oy3pulyeiHa Oaca Hazap
Te TannOaH CasCaTHIHBIH QJIEYMETTIK-9)KOHOMUKAIBIK CAIJapblH TYCiHY. OWenaepmiH OimimM
TybIHAPPKYMBIC KYIIiHE KaThICYbIHA JKOHE oHeNIep/iH KOFaMIBIK OPBIHAAPBIHBIH JKaOBUTybIHA IIEKTEYIIep
OipTinzen KymiHe eHreH. KykaTrapra cyiieHe OTBIPBIN, aBTOP JKac ayFaH KbI3apbl MEH oieniepiHiy Oimimi
MEH JaF[IbUIapbIH 1aMbITy OOMBIHIINA OKYBIH JKaJIFACTBIPYFa jKOHE KYHKOpIC YIIiH OipHemie casich HycKaysap
YCBIHFaH.

ouepkTeH Oacrtam, O

Kinm cesoep: ayran oitenmepi, Tammban 2.0, oifennep KYKBIKTapbl, AyFaHCTaH, TeHACPJIK TEHIIK,
MYMKIHAIKTEpai KeHEUTY, MHKIIO3UBTI AyFaHCTaH, TYPaKThl JaMy MaKcaTTapbl-5, alaM KYKBIKTapbiH Oy3y,
oifeniepre KaTbICThI 30PIbIK-30MOBUIBIK.
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Mounnupa [yrra

Hcue3HoBeHHe aprancKux KeHIIUH U3 001eCTBEHHBIX MeCT.
Kpax npas :keHmunH B Aranucrane

B HacrosIuel craTbe NpeANpHHSTA IOIMBITKA MOHATh OEACTBEHHOE MOJIOKEHUE araHCKUX KEHIIUH B YCIIO-
BUSX IIOJJHOTO OTCYTCTBHS IIPaB JKeHIIMH. HauaB ¢ KpaTKoro ouepka 06 HCTOPUYECKOM MPOILIOM araHCKUX
JKeHIMH 10 11 ceHTsI0ps, aBTop MbITalach 3aJOKYMEHTHPOBATh MX MYyTEHICCTBUE B MOCTOOHHCKHUN IEPHOI,
BKJIIOYAs! HEIHEIITHIOIO CUTYAIHIO IIPH HOBOM pekiMe Tann6oB. CTaThsi OCHOBaHA Ha BTOPHYHBIX HCTOTHUKAX
nH(OpMaIMy 1 HappaTHBaX, B OCHOBHOM U3 coobmennit CMU. PaccMoTrpero nonoxeHne xeHImH B Adra-
HHCTaHe, B TOM YHCIIe U B OOIIECTBEHHOI! cepe, B TO BpeMs KaK X OCHOBHbIE IIpaBa IOCTENIEHHO HapyIla-
toTcs. [Io upoHuM CcynpObl, KOrzia MUp ¢ HETEpIICHHEM JKAeT JocTinkeHus Llenel ycTOHYMBOro pa3BHTHS
(ITYP), ocobenHo 1[YP-S5, yacTh Mupa MoJHOCTBI0 HTHOPHPYET PaclIMpeHUe IPaB U BO3MOKHOCTEH JKSHIINH
U reHjiepHoe paBeHcTBO! Llenb cTaThl — MOMYEPKHYTH IOCTEHEHHOE UCTOIICHUE M CEephEe3HOE HapyIUCHUE
IpaB XEHIIMH B AQraHucraHe M MOHATh COLUATBHO-IKOHOMHYECKHE TTOCIIECTBHS MOJUTHKU TaIH00
paHUUYeHUS Ha 00pa30BaHUE JKCHIIMH, yJacTHe B pabodeil CuiIe M 3aKphITHE JKeHCKHX 0O0IIe
TIOCTENIEHHO BCTYMAIOT B CHITY. B 3aKIIFOYeHHE aBTOP MPEIAaraeT HECKONBKO MONTHTUIECKUF)PE
TIOMOIIIY MOJIOABIM a(TaHCKUM AEBYIIKAM U >KCHIIMHAM, KOTOPbIe MO OBl IIPOIOKHUTE CBOE O
1 00yJeHHe 110 Pa3BUTUIO HABBIKOB U ITOJIYYHUTh CPEACTBA K JaJIbHEHIIIEMY CyIIeCTBOBAH

Knioueswie crosa: apranckue xeHuunsl, Tanunban 2.0, mpaBa xeHIINH, ApraHuct

a PaBEHCTBO,
pacLIMpeHue IpaB ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTEH, HHKIIO3UBHBIH Adranucran, Llenn ycroitungero pas —5, Hapy1e-

HHE IIpaB Y€JIOBCKA, HACUJINE B OTHOILICHUU KECHIIUH. 2

Cepus «Uctopust. dunocodmsa». Ne 3(111)/2023

89





